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PREFACE. 



** Some there are 
Severe and solemn, like the Phariaeefl^ 
Allured by pomp and form. Some are again 
Of fine and tender mould, and uige the path 
Like EsseneSy of a rapturous devotion. 
And lastly, some (well tum*d for human life, 
£iU the mott fatal, when their day shall come, 
To ow religixm) sit like Sadducees, 
Cool moderators of their brethren's fires, 
Their mark and inspiration, Common Sense." 

John Qambold. 

The astronomer, the botanist, the geologist, the anato- 
mist, think no labour too great to spend, no circumstance 
too minute to observe, in their examination of the 
handiwork of Gk)d ; but His children, generally, appear 
to consider the Word, which reveals His heart, and in 
which the Spirit of the living Father has traced, with a 
pencil of light, the lineaments of the Son of His love, 
unworthy of such labour — unsuited for such scrutiny. 
There have been saints in other days who believed 
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that every tvord of the Book of God was white and 
glistering, like every thread of Jesus' raiment on the 
holy mount, with a ray of the Sun of Eighteousness ; 
and reverently examined it with David's prayer for 
opened eyes to behold its wondrous things.^ But God's 
dear children now, are taught to think everything fan- 
ciful and dangerous, that goes beneath or beyond the 
plain and obvious letter of the Word. Sarah and Hagar 
would be, in this day, Sarah and Hagar and nothing 
more ; if the Spirit had not expressly declared that 
"these things are an allegory; for these are the two 
covenants."* The interview with Melchizedek would 
be but an interesting episode in Abraham's life, had 
not the Holy Ghost affirmed that of him were many 
things to be said, but hard to be uttered, because the 
Hebrews were dull of hearing.' Oh, how many Hebrews, 
sons of Israel, are there still ; for " even unto this day, 
when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart." * 

To avpid muapprehension, let me say, that I hold as 
of vUal consequence the letter of the Scripture. True, 
" the letter killeth ;" nevertheless, it is, like the flesh of 
Jesus, the temple of the Spirit which quickeneth — ^the 
shrine of the Shechinah — the tabernacle of witness — r 
"the ark of the covenant, overlaid round about with 

1 Ps. ozix. 18. 3 Oal. Iv. 22—81. 8 Heb. v. 11 . 4 2 Cor. iiL 16. 
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gold, whm^n are the golden pot of manna, Aaron's rod 
that budded, aod the Jtables of the covenant ; and over 
it the chembim of gloiy shadowing the merej-seat :" — 
it is the vehicle for the manifestation of Gk>d. There- 
fore, every system which would explain away, in whole 
or in part, the obvious and literal meaning of the Word, 
is to be regarded as dangerous in the extreme. But 
there is all the difference between spiritualizing away 
the truth ; and sitting at the feet of Jesus, seeking to be 
instructed into the kingdom, and taught of the Spirit 
the mystery of Gk)dliness, as it is revealed, yet hidden, 
in type and symbol, beneath the surface of the written 
Word. 

Several months after the Spirit of Ood had, in an- 
swer to prayer, opened my eyes to the Book of Esther, 
I met with a little work in which I recognized the 
teaching of the one and selfsame Spirit, and from which 
the following extracts are made : 

*'If any ha^e not yet diaoovered oS the things i4loh ihey think ate 
wanting, in E8IHXB» to stamp this book with the impress of Divinity, that 
is a proof rather of their ignorance, than of the deficiency, much less of the 
apoozyphacy, of the book itself. * * The Author, for one, not only doa 
see, but has long seen, that in this very book, calimmiated by some aod 
little read by others, the Gospel of Christ is, if not in loorcb, 3ret by events 
$x»d/actit not only foiesha4owj9d and fopeshewn, but made to stand out in 
bold relief ; and the way of salvation is emblazoned, as it were, on these 
handposts in the road to Heaven, in characters so vivid, that ' he that runs 
may »ad.' And the Lord Jesus Christ, — ^His Person and work. His 
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glory and grace — so &x from not being even alluded to— is, in afigwi^ made 
its Sum and Substance, its End and Aim, its Alpha and Omega, its All in 
All. * * In feet, the whole scheme of redemption— *he whole economy 
of mercy, from the earliest revelation of God's wUl to His fellen creature, 
man, down to the final destruction, not only of the wicked but of the 
Wicked Ont ; and going on to that great consummation— of all others the 
'most devoutly to be wished' — ^the everlasting happiness of all the people 
of God in the beatific vision of Christ and His Spirit, and in the bosom of 
God, are all, figuraiivdy indeed, but yet most strikingly, displayed ; 
extorting from the heretofore unobserving (if candid) reader, the confes- 
sion, * Surely the Lord is in this [book,] and I knew it not.* " i 

With regard to the use made of Proper Names in the 
following pages, I believe it will be fomid that nothing 
is grounded upon them which is not abundantly sup- 
ported by unmistakable statements in other portions of 
the Word. The principle of seeking truth contained in 
the names in Scripture, is recognized in Heb. yii. 2, 
and elsewhere. 

In reply to an exception which may be taken against 
the assumption that some names in this Book have both 
a Hebrew and Persian signification, I would ask, If the 
characters which compose the word Esther (for example) 
in Persian sigijify a stcur, and in Hebrew secret, hidden, 
by what process of reasoning can it be proved, that the 
Spirit of Gk)d embodied no instruction in the meaning 
of the name, according to the language in which the 
Book was written ? Though Ahasuerus may have had 
no reference to the Hebrew interpretation of the title 

1 MoRDBOAi AND Estheb; OB, Thb Savioub avd His Church. By Rev, 
J. W. Niblock. 
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by which he called the Jewish maiden, can it be asserted 
that He who knows the end from the beginning, and 
works by an etemally-preordered plan, had no design of 
this kind when he confounded the language of men? 
I belieye it will be seen that there was such a design, 
and that it is in beautiful harmony with the whole 
structure of the Book of Esther. 

The Hebrew interpretations given to the names are 
gathered from the Dictionaries of Cruden, Hird,^ Oliver, 
Cozens, and that published by the Sunday School Union. 
The Persian significations have been kindly communi- 
cated by Dr. Davidson, Professor of Oriental Languages, 
Lancashire Independent College. 

Now, to Thy beloved Spirit's care, Jesus, my Lord, 
these pages are commended. They have been written in 
dependence upon His teaching ; may He, who alone can 
take of Thine and show it to the soul, carry them where 
He will ; teach those who read, | to distinguish between 
any leaven of human infirmity that lies undetected here, 
and the Truth as it is in Thee; and enable them to 
receive that portion of meat which is suited to their 
need : for Thy glory's sake. 

1 Mymdoffical Dictionary of Scriptwre Proper Nama. The plan of this 
work is very helpful to the English reader. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE GREAT KING AND HIS FROWARD QUEEN. 



" Ah ! deem not the Holy One cruel ; 

Had Solyma loved His will, 
She had sparkled the coBtliest jewel, 

The Beauty of Nations still. 
The Lord had been still her Defender, 

And she, the Queen of the Earth, 
In holiness, freedom, and splendour, 

Had gloried in Shiloh's birth.'* — Denny. 

1 Now it came to pass in the days of Ahamerus (this is Ahasuervs 
which reigned from India even wnto Ethiopia, over cm hundred 

2 and seven cmd twenty province) : that in those days, when the 
king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was 

3 in Shushcm the palace, in the third yea/r of his reign, he m^de 
a f east unto all his princes cmd his servants ; tlie power of Persia 
and Media, the nobles cmd princes of the provinces, being bef(yre 

4 him : when he shotaed the riclies of his glorious kingdom cmd 
the Twnowr of his excellent mxijesty vfiany days, even cm hundred 
cmdfowscore days. 

The true scene of this beautiful book opens in 
heaven. The riches of the glorious kingdom, and 
the honour of the excellent majesty, of this mighty 
monarch, form the basis of a parable whereby 
the Divine Revealer of the mysteries of God 

B 
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would lead our hearts to the contemplation of 
Him who is " God of gods, and Lord of lords — 
a great God, a mighty, and a terrible." 

Beneath the historical narration of this ex- 
quisite episode in Jewish history, the Holy Ghost 
has laid the revelation of that salvation of which 
the prophets inquired and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace that should come 
unto us ; and has testified beforehand, in a very 
sweet similitude, the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glories that should follow ; which things the 
angels desire to look into.^ 

The name Ahasuerus signifies Head, Chiefs 
and was, " perhaps, like Pharaoh and Abimelech, 
a royal title, not a personal name.''* Thus 
Ahasuerus, like Pharaoh, is made, as far as man 
may be, a type of the Most High Jehovah, the 
Great King over all the earth. ^ 

His kingdom extended from India to Ethiopia. 
India signifies praising, confession, comely, fair, 
A glance at the Apocalypse will show how this 
embodies the idea of heaven. Ethiopia signi- 
fies burning, blackness. These words are syno- 
nymes of hell. Within these infinite extremes, the 
kingdom that ruleth over all extends its sway. 

The throne was in Shushan the palaca Shu- 
SHAN, a lily, rose, joy, "In Thy presence is 
fulness of joy; at Thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore.''* 

, 1 1 Pet 1 10—12. 2Eadi©. aPfcxlmS. *P8.xvi.ll. . 
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" He made a feast/' God ever rejoices ; and He 
spreads His royal table from the boundless re- 
sources which are treasured within Himself ^ 

" Princes and servants." The former title desig- 
nates the " sons of God " of Job xxxviii. 7 ; " the 
chief princes'' of Dan. x. 13. The latter, those 
of whom "thousand thousands ministered unto 
Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before Him ; " * and of whom Paul says, " Are 
they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who are heirs of salvation." ' 

The latter clause of verse 3 leads us to Jude 
6 {margin), A comparison of this with Dan. 
X. 13, will show that angels were constituted 
governors of various portions of the universe of 
God. Reference is made to these principalities 
and powers in Rom. viii. 38 ; Eph. i. 21 ; iii. 10. 

"A hundred and fourscore days." The circle 
was divided into 360 degrees. Eternity is the 
circle which encompasses all created things. The 
thought expressed by the number here employed 
appears to be " the midst of eternity," 180 being 
the half of 360.* 

* Compare Gen. xL 20 — 23, for a typical occurrence similar to 
that recorded here. Pharaoh's feast is on the third day, and that 
of Ahasuerus in the tkvrd yeBi, There is no feasting save iu 
resurrection life. * Dan. vii. 10. ^ Heb. i 14. 

* " The thought as to the circle commends itself as from the 
Lord. Enoch lived 365 years, typifying a raptured Church with 
eternal life — a year, 366 days.** — Note by the Author of "The 
Power of Intercession." 
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5 And when tkese days were expired^ the kin^f made a feast tmto 
all the people that were present [fotmd] in ShiLshan the palace, 
hoth unto great a/nd small, seven days, in the cov/rt of the 

6 garden of the hin^s palace ; where were white, green, and blue 
han^ngs, fastened with cords of fine lin^n and purple to silver 
rings and pillars of marble : the beds were of gold and silver, 
wpon a pavement of red, and bliie, and white, and black 
marble. 

Up to a certain period, Jehovah manifests 
Himself in ministering to the joy of angels and 
archangels, principalities and powers. But it 
becomes His sovereign pleasure, in His own good 
time, more immediately to express His loving- 
kindness to those of His creatures of the race of 
man who wait on Him. 

No lofty rank entitles the possessor to par- 
ticipate in the enjoyment of this royal feast — no 
meanness of circumstance debars therefrom. The 
sole condition of blessing is that they be found 
in Shushan the palace. Found there, because 
thrice found, as in Luke xv. Those who love the 
habitation of His house, the place where His 
honour dwelleth,^ receive peculiar favour from 
the Lord. They who seek to behold His power 
and glory in the sanctuary shall be filled with 
marrow and fatness, and praise Him with joyful 
lips.* There His way is contemplated, and His 
greatness seen.' 

" Seven days " typify the duration of a dispen- 
sation. In like manner, Jacob served seven years 

iPs.xxvi.8. 2 Ps. bdil See Ps. cxix. 182, wiar. » Pb. Ixxvii 13. 
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for Leah (the type of the Jewish Church), and 
seven years for Rachel (the type of the Christian 
Church). 

The place of the feast was the court which lay 
between the garden and the king's palace. Surely 
the Spirit here refers to the garden of Gethsemane, 
and to the garden in which was the sepulchre 
where the body of Jesus lay.^ The place where 
we feast must be very near the scene of the 
sufferings and death of Christ. The garden on 
the one hand, and the king's palace on the other, 
and the court of the feast between. This scene 
is repeated wherever the feast of Christ our 
Passover is kept with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.* We sit down, as it were, 
between the suffering and the glory; "for as 
often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord's death till He come"^ 

White, the perfection of colour (for the seven 
colours are but component parts of light, which 
is white*), is ever significant of righteousness. 

Green is the colour of the earth. " The green 
herb," "the green grass,'' "green trees," denote 
its prevailing hue. 

Blue is the colour of the sky. Thus the sap- 
phire stone is used to express the pavement of 
heaven. " And they saw the God of Israel : and 
there was under His feet as it were a paved work 

1 John xviii. 1 ; xix. 41. • * 1 Cor. v. 8. 

3 1 Cor. xL 26. Compare Neh. iii 1 5. * Matt. xviL 2. 
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of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of 
heaven in clearness/' ^ 

Fine linen and purple are representative of 
glory and beauty, righteousness* and blood; in 
one word — ^redemption. 

Silver rings — atonement. The silver (a half 
shekel of which was paid by every Israelite 
above twenty years old,' as an atonement for his 
soul), was used to cast the sockets of the sanc- 
tuary, and the sockets of the veil.* The atone- 
ment-money was thus the foundation of the 
tabernacle, and the support of the veil. The 
silver rings before us sustained this latter rela- 
tion to the hangings of white, green, and blue. 

Pillars are the support of a superstructure; 
they denote stability. Thus we read of "the 
pillars of the earth." Solomon named the two 
pillars which he set up in the porch of the tem- 
ple, Jachin and Boaz ; that is, establishment and 
strength,^ The veil of the tabernacle was hung 
upon pillars.* The Bride, in describing her Be- 
loved, says, "His legs are as pillars of marble 
set upon sockets of fine gold."'^ Marble is the 
choicest and most durable stone used for building 

^ Exod. xxiv. 10. 

2 There is this disfcinction between " white " and " fine linen," 
as typical of righteousness: the former represents "the Lord 
[Himself] our RighteousnesSi,*' — the latter, His work : " I come to 
do Thy will." s Exod. xxx. 13—15. 

* Exod. xxxviii. 25—27. » 1 Kings vu. 21. 

• Exod. xxvi 32, ^ Cant. v. 15. 



CHAPTEE L 7 

purposes ; of this the temple was constructed.* 
In the pillars of marble are combined the ideas 
of uprightness, strength, and durability. They 
symbolize the eternal purposes of the unchange- 
able God. "The foundation of God standeth 
fiure, having this seal. The Lord knoweth them 
that are His ; and, Let him that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity." * 

Retracing our way through these symbols, we 
read in the three colours named, the union in 
righteousness of earth and heaven. Redemption 
and atonement are the links by which this is 
secured to foundations of surpassing strength 
and everlasting durability — even the eternal 
counsels of God. 

In strict propriety the beds are now enume- 
rated. It is not said, "There were beds \" this is 
taken for granted, for rest is the necessary result 
of the soul's apprehension of that which has gone 
before. The bed is the symbol of secure and 
peaceful rest. Gold is the type of preciousness. 
When the exceeding value of wisdom is in ques- 
tion, the Spirit says, "It cannot be valued with 

the gold of Ophir ; the gold and the crystal 

cannot equal it."* One leading idea connected 
with silver is that of exchange. From the time 

1 1 Chron. xxix. 2 ; Luke xxL 6 : " goodly stones." 

2 2 Tim. ii. 19. See Cruden's remarks on this passage, under 
the words " foundation " and " seal.'* 

3 Job xxviii. 16, 17. 
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of Abraham it has been prominently connected 
•with commerce. The atonement-money was a 
half shekel of silver. The beds, being of silver 
and gold implies, among other things, the precious- 
ness of the rest, and the fact that it has been 
purchased.^ Thus " the goldsmiths and the mer- 
chants" wrought together.* Peter bases his ex- 
hortation to holiness on these considerations ; 
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot." * 

The pavement of marble, again, expresses what 
we need so constantly to be reminded of — ^the 
solidity of the Foundation on which our blessing 
rests. Christ Jesus is this marble pavement.* 
" Behold, I lay in Zion for a Foundation a Stone, 
a tried Stone, a precious Corner-stone, a sure 
Foundation : he that believeth shall not make 
haste." * 

Its coloured tesselations are very significant. 

^ Gold and silver represent much more than this. In Job 
xxii. 23 — 25, mar., gold is defence, and silver strength ; and this 
in connection with returning to the Almighty, which can only 
be done by virtue of the atonement ; and the result is delight 
in the Almighty, and lifting up the face unto God. 

2 Neh. in. 32. 3 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 

* Marble is, in contrast to freestone (which is soft limestone), 
a hard limestone, of " lively colours, and of grain so fine, that 
it will readily take a good polish." * Isa. xxviii 16 ; 1 Pet. ii 6. 
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Red naturally suggests the idea of blood. The 
mind reverts to the rams' skins dyed red, an 
undoubted type of the Lamb that was slain. 

Blue we have already seen as a type of heaven. 
It leads us, further, to the high priest, the robe 
of whose ephod was all blue.^ This was probably 
in reference to the Divine nature of our great 
High Priest. Paul lays much stress in the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews on the fact that our High 
Priest is the Son of Ood, and that His ministry 
is carried on in heaven. 

White is again His righteousness. 

Black, His sorrow. " For the daughter of my 
people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath 
taken hold on me.'' * " His locks are bushy and 
black as a raven."' "Hair typifies obedience.* It 
was a bush * of sorrowful obedience which He 
endured ; yet every writhing under the agonizing 
obedience to the tyrant death did but produce a 
grace-full curl, the language of which is found in 
Ps. xviii. 4 ; xxii. 1 ; Mark xiv. 34 — 36. Heat 
will make oily hair shrink into ringlets. There 
was no sudden start, as from singeing, in the 
obedience of Him on whom we are gazing in 
dark Gethsemane (valley of oil), because He was 
Holiness ; * and the premeditation of each un- 
faltering step is pictured by a curl, which coils 
with ' If it be possible,' and bows with * Never- 

1 Exod. xxxix. 22. 2 Jer. viii. 21. 3 Cant. v. 11. 

* 1 Cor. xi 16 with Gen. ui, 16. » Exod. iii. 2. « Dan. iii. 25—27. 
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theless/ ^ A thorny bush, like His crown when 
here, is a fit emblem of His black sorrow ; and 
these locks, black as a ravenous, *swallowing-up'' 
raven, show in their being curled the tortuous 
effect of the torture He endured when being 
tormented^ or torn to bits* for our transgres- 
sions/' * 

7 And they gave them drinh in vessels of gold (the vessels being 
diverse one from another), and royal wine \wine of the Jcing- 
dom] im, abrmdance, according to ike state [hand] of the Tcvng. 

Drink — to the quenching of thirst, as Jesus 
says, " Whosoever shall drink of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst."® And more 
than this, " Thou shalt make them drink of the 
river of Thy pleasures!* "^ 

Not in vain does the Spirit record a circum- 
stance so apparently minute as that the vessels 
of gold were diverse one from another. Very 
deep spiritual truth is often conveyed through 
the medium of earthly things that seem of little 
moment. Men commonly have their services in 
sets, the pieces being uniform; an odd piece 
would be a blemish in their eyes. Not so Aha- 
suerus — not so our Grod. " At sundry times and 
in divers manners He spake to the fathers by the 

1 Matt. xxvi. 38, 89. See John x. 18 ; xviii. 11. 2 2 Cor. ii. 7. 
3 Isa. liii. 5, mar. * French marginal reading. 

5 A Scripture akin to the verses we are considering occurs 
in Cant. iii. 9, 10, mm', 
• John iv. 14. ^ Pa. xxzvi 8. 
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prophets/'^ And now in vessels diverse one 
from another He ministers to us His joy. Health 
and sickness — abundance and need — joy and 
sorrow — life and death — a gifted minister — a 
sick one whom Jesus loves — ^the angels to whom 
our Father gives charge concerning us to keep 
us, down to the minutest and meanest circum- 
stance of every day — these are all vessels, diverse 
one from another, yet alike in this, that they are 
all of gold, whence those who are found in His 
Shushan partake of the royal wine. True, in- 
deed, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us." If one is used to convey blessing 
to another, il is as an earthen vessel, but to the 
receiver the Giver makes it a golden one. How 
we value that vessel whereby our God supplies 
our need, whether it contain the water of life, or 
the wine of the kingdom. 

Ahasuerus will not, like other kings, set before 
the people a commoner feast than his princes 
and servants enjoy ; they drink the wine of the 
kingdom. Wine in the Word is a type of joy ; 
in its higher sense of heavenly, in its lower sense 
of earthly joy. But joy is a result, not a cause. 
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy," &c.' 
Therefore it would, perhaps, be more correct to 
say that the Spirit is the wine of the kingdom ; 
as Paul exhorts the Ephesian brethren, " Be not 

1 Heb. i. 1. 2 GaL v. 22. 
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drunk with wine,^ wherein is excess, but be filled 
with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, making melody 
in your heart to the Lord/'* And when at 
Pentecost the disciples " were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance," the 
devout Jews were amazed, and inquired, " What 
meaneth this?'' while "others mocking said. 
These men are full of new wine"^ Compare 
John ii. with Acts ii. The wine of the kingdom 
is the water of the word* in waterpots diverse 
one from another,* but each filled by the same 
Spirit. Their capacity varied (for some held two 
and some three firkins), and there were other 
" diversities " attributable to the cunning Work- 
man and Potter's will,* as in 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21 ; 16. 
Man's gifts accord with the state of the re- 
ceiver, God's with that of the Giver. Therefore 
the wine of the kingdom was there, according to 
the state of the king. Man gives great things to 
great people, and small things to small people. 
God gives the royal wine to all the people, great 
and small, who are found waiting upon Him. 
So David says, " According to Thine own heart 

^ Earthly merriment of any sort, as well as actual intoxication 
"with wine. 

2 Eph. V. 18, 19. In like manner, James says, "Is any merry, 
let him sing psalms." ^ Acts ii. * Eph. v. 26. 

6 John u.. 6 ; Acts ii. 17 ; 1 Cor. xii 4—12. « Eph. I 5. 
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hast Thou done all these great things, to make 
Thy servant know/'^ And so Paul bows his 
knees "unto the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that He would grant us, according 
to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man, and 
to be filled with all the fulness of God/'» 

8 And the drinking wcu according to the law ; none did compd : 
for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his hovM, that 
they should do according to every man's pleaswre, 

"God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace/' " Let all things be done decently and in 
order/' ^ All God's ways are according to the es- 
tablished and unalterable law of love/ He provides, 
and says, "Whosoever will, let him take freely/'* 
But He does not force His gifts upon indifferent 
or unwilling hearts, nor beyond the capacity to 
receive. He does not say, "I will open thy 
mouth and fill it," but " Open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it/'' The word is, " Eat, friends ; 
drink, yea, drink abundantly, beloved,"' but 
it must be according to every man's pleasure. 
Whether bond or free, we have " all been made 
to drink into one Spirit,"® by being first made 
willing.* God will have nothing but what is 

1 2 Sam vii. 21. « Eph. iii. 14—19. ^ i Cor. xiv. 29—40. 

* Rom. xiil 10 ; Gal. V. 14. « Rev. xxii. 17. 

« Ps. Ixxxi 10. 7 Cant. v. 1. » 1 Cor. xii. 13. 
» Pe. ex. 8. 
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voluntary, either in the wilderness^ or in His 
own courts.* 

The verses we have considered display the 
king, his kingdom, its extent and glory, and 
certain leading facts and principles connected 
with its government. These principles are irre- 
spective of any change in dispensation. They 
contemplate man as man, brought nigh by the 
blood of atonement, and express the boundless 
benevolence and grace that actuate the heart of 
the living God towards those who love Him, 
because they have first tasted that He is gracious. 

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women m the royal 
house which belonged to king Aha8U£ru>8. 

This verse introduces the monarch's queen; 
and now the narrative begins to wear a dispen- 
sational aspect, and to reveal the ways of God in 
dealing with His people, placed in special re- 
lations to Himself Vashti is the honoured 
weaker vessel ;* honoured in being the distributor 
of that which she receives of her lord. It was in 
perfect keeping with what was decorous and 
comely that she should make a feast for the 
women in the royal house. The position of 
Vashti was a type of that of IsraeL As she, in 
the royal house, which belonged to the king, was 
the dispenser of the feast, so Israel, in the earth, 
which is the Lord's, was His appointed channel 

» Exod. XXV. 2. 2 Est. i. 8. » 1 Pek. iii. 7. 
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of blessing to the nations. "In thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed/' ^ 

Vashti signifies beauty. Israel was known by 
this name. " Out of Zion, the perfection of 
beauty, God hath shined."* "How hath the 
Lord cast down from heaven unto the earth the 
beauty of Israel/' " Is this the city that men call 
the perfection of beauty ? " ' " Thy renown went 
forth among the heathen for thy beauty, for it 
was perfect through my comeliness, which I had 
put upon thee, saith the Lord God." * 

The women represent the nations — Gentiles. 
The promise of Jehovah to Israel was, that if 
they hearkened diligently to His voice. He would 
set her "on high, above all nations of the 
earth;"* and Moses' song concludes with this: 
" Rejoice, ye nations, with His people." * 

10^ On the seventh day, when the heart of the king wa>8 merry with 
wine, he commanded Mehvmian, Biztha, Harhona, BigtJta, and 
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that 

11 served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti 
the qtteen before the king with the crown royal, to show the 
people amd the princes her beauty : for she wa^ fair to look ow 

12 [good of comUencmce], But the que&n Vashti refused to come 
at the king's commandment [which was] by [the hand of] his 
chamberlains : tker^ore was the king very wroih^ amd his anger 
^WTMd m him. 

"On the seventh day." When the full time 
was come — "the time of her visitation."'' The 

1 Gen xii. 8. * Ps. 1. 2. ^ Lam. ii. 1, 16. * Ezek. xvi. 14. 
• . Deut. xxviiL- 1. ^ Deut xxziL 43. "^ Comp. Luke zix. 44. 
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last day of the dispensation.* "In the end of 
the ages." * 

" When the king's heart was merry with wine " 
— Pentecostal effusion of new wine — the Spirit. 

"The seven chamberlains that served in the 
presence of the king," represent the Holy Spirit, 
the figure being identical with that used in the 
Revelation : " The seven Spirits which are before 
His throne;"* "the seven Spirits of God, sent 
forth into all the earth."* The interpretation of 
these names is as follows : 

1 Mehuman ... making an uproar ; a multitude. 

2 BiZTHA ... despite. 

3 Harbona ... the anger of him that builds; destruction. 

4 BiGTHA ... giving meat. 

5 Abagtha . . . father of the winepress. 

6 Zethar ... searching out diligently; olive of vision; 

the turtle bird. 

7 Caroas ... covering of the Lamb; the Lamb of the 

throne. 

1. For thirty years Jesus grew in favour with 
man as well as God ; but from the period of His 
unmeasured baptism,*^ His life-giving words created 
constant scenes of uproar, from the hill of Naza- 
reth* to the hill of Calvary ;'' because the Spirit 
and the flesh " are contrary the one to the other." ® 
Mark, too, how the multitude ever follow Him. 

» See remarks on "seven days " in verse 5. * Heb. ix. 26. 
3 Rev. L 4. See also iii. 1, and iv. 6. * Rev. v. 6. 

6 John i. 32 ; iu. 34. « Luke iv. 14—80. 

' Matt, xxvi.; xxvii. » q^l v. 17 ; Rom. viil 7. 
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The effects of the Spirit's power are also seen at 
Pentecost : " And on my servants, and on my 
handmaidens, I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit ; and they shall prophesy. And I will 
show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath : blood, and fire, and vapour of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

and the moon into blood And the same 

day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls." ^ 

2. "Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost." » 
" We are despite." * " But they rebelled and vexed 
His Holy Spirit ; 

3. " Therefore He was turned to be their enemy, 
and He fought against them." * " Builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit."* 
"Whom the Lord shall consume with the Spirit 
of His mouth, and destroy with the brightness of 
His coming."* 

4. " There are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit." ^ " For the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ." « 

5. From the winepress flows the wine which 
cheers the heart of God and man. The winepress, 

1 Acts ii. 18—20, 41. « Acts vii. 5'i ; see Heb. x. 29. 

3 Neh. iv. 4, mar. Nehemiah, " the comfort of God " — type 
of the Holy Ghost in His character of the Builder. 

* Isa. Ixiii. 10. « Eph. u. 22. e 2 Thess. ii. 8 ; Est. vii. 9. 
7 1 Cor. xu. 4. 8 Eph, iv. 12. 
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like " Gethsemane, the olive-press/' is the place 
of suffering. Thence flows "the fruit of the 
Spirit, love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance/' * " If 
ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye ; for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you.'** 

6. "The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God/'' "Either what Woman, 
having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, 
doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, 
and seek diligently till she find it?"* "The 
Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape, like 
a Dove, upon Him." * " The voice of the Turtle 
is heard in our land."* 

7. "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me."^ 
"God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power/'® "The Lord is 
that Spirit."' "The last Adam a quickening 
Spirit." '' 

What grace and kindness of the king! As 
the acme of his joy, he would place the royal 
crown upon the head of Vashti, and show the 
princes and people her beauty. He sends his 

» Gal. V. 22, 23. « 1 Pet iv. 14. 3 1 Cor. il 10. 

* Luke XV. 8. The Woman is here a type of the Holy Spirit^ 
as also in Prov. xiv. 1 ; Isa. xlii. 14 ; xlv. 10. 

« Luke iii. 22. « Cant ii 12. ' Isa, IxL 1. 

^ Acts X. 88. See Isa. liii 6, and Ps. Ixix. 2, for a very different 
covering. 

9 2 Cor. iiL 17. « 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
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message by no menial hand, but commissions the 
seven grandees of his kingdom to bring her 
before him. But she has no idea of this grace. 
He has been but little in her thoughts, and she 
cannot enter into the riches of his love, nor 
comprehend the honour he designs to put upon 
her. She refused to come. With wonderful dis- 
tinctness, indeed, does this pourtray the conduct 
of Israel, that "very froward generation, in 
whom is no faith.''* The following scriptures 
need no remark of ours to link them to the type 
before us : 

"For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a 
man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the 
whole house of Israel, and the whole house of 
Judah, saith the Lord ; that theij might be unto 
me for a people j and for a name, and for a praise, 
and for a glory ; hut they woidd not hear/'^ 
" Since the day that your fathers came forth 
out of the land of Egypt unto this day, I have 
even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, 
daily rising up early and sending them. Yet 
they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their 
ear, but hardened their neck : they did worse 
than their fathers."' "I have spread out my 
hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which 
walketh in a way not good, after their own 
thoughts."* "To Israel He saith, All the day 

1 Deut. xxxil 20. * Jer. xiii 11 ; Deut xxvi 18, 19. 

3 Jer. viL 25, 26. * Isa. Ixv. 2. 
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long I have stretched out my hands unto a dis- 
obedient and gainsaying people/' * 

Emphasis is laid on this — that the queen dis- 
obeyed the commandment of the king, ^^ which 
was by the hand of his chamberlains." This is 
repeated at the close of verse J 5. So it is said 
that Israel " rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit/'' 
For it was the Holy Spirit who spake to them 
through the prophets; and "that Prophet/' the 
last and greatest of all, that Sun of whom all 
previous prophets were but the beams on the 
horizon ere He rose — was begotten of the Holy 
Ghost.' "When He was baptized, "the heavens 
were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
Him."* He was led of the Spirit into the wil- 
derness,' and thence returned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee.* By the Spirit of God he 
cast out devils, proving that the kingdom of God 
was come. But they blasphemed the Holy Ghost, 
affirming His mighty works to be wrought by 
Beelzebub, the prince of devils."' And so the 
blessed Lamb, as He drew near to Jerusalem for 
the last time before He suffered the shameful 
death, to which in their ignorance® they put 
Him, " wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace ! but now they are 

1 Rom. X. 21. 2 Isa. bdii 10. 3 Luke i. 35. * Matt, iii 16. 
6Matt.iv. 1. «Lukeiv.U. ' Matt xii. 22— 32. s Acta iii 17. 
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hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come 
upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench 
about thee, and compass thee round, and keep 
thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within thee ; 
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another ; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation/' ^ 

And after they had crucified the Lord of glory, 
and the day of Pentecost was fully come, when 
God poured out His Spirit, and their sons and 
daughters prophesied — unlearned and ignorant 
Galileans speaking with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance : the devout among 
them were amazed, and said, "What meaneth 
this?" while others mocking, said, "These men 
are full of new wine/' * 

And yet again, when they were unable to resist 
the Spirit by which Stephen spake, they suborned 
men to charge him falsely with having spoken 
blasphemous words against Moses and God, the 
holy place and the law ; so that when, before the 
council, Stephen recounted the history of the 
nation, from Abraham to his own day, he could 
conclude with no other words than these : " Ye 
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost : as your 
fathers did, so do ye/' ^ 

The invitation to Vashti was " by the hand of 

1 Luke xix. 42 — 44. * Acts ii. ^ ^cts vi., vii. 
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the chamberlains/' The hand is a familiar symbol 
of power/ This was the peculiar characteristic 
by which the Spirit of God was manifested to 
Israel. Witness Egypt and her plagues, the Red 
Sea, the wilderness, Jordan, the land. "He 
saved them for His name's sake, that He might 
make His mighty power to be known." * " But 
the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God [His power nor His grace] ; for 
they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned."^ "They would not hear." The reason 
of Vashti and Israel's rebellion may be learned 
in the Book of Hosea. Oh, may we keep our 
hearts with all diligence from wandering affection, 
independence, and pride. 

In consequence of Vashti's contumacy, "the 
king was very wroth, and his anger burned in 
him." So Jehovah : " For a fire is kindled in 
mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell."* 

13 Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times (for 
80 was the kin^s manner toward all that knew law and judg- 

14 m£nt: and the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Admathat 
Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of 
Persia a/nd Media, which saw the king's face, and tohich sat the 

15 first in the kingdom) ; What shall we do unto the queen Vasltti 
according to law, because she ha^h not performed the comma/nd- 
ment of the king Ahasuervs by the chamberlains ? 

These seven wise men represent the Son — the 
second Person in the Triune God. His name is 

1 Hab. u. 9, mar. 2 Ps. cvi 8. ^ 1 Cor. il 14. * Deui xxxii. 22. 
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Wisdom. Cowper beautifully expounds the eighth 
of Proverbs. 

" Ere God had built the mountains. 

Or raised the fruitful hills; 
Before He filled the fountains 

That feed the running rills ; 
In me, from everlasting, 

The wonderful I AM 
Found pleasures never wasting. 

And Wisdom is my name. 

" Thus Wisdom's words discover 

Thy glory and Thy grace, 
Thou everlasting Lover 

Of our unworthy race ; 
Thy gracious eye surveyed us 

Ere stars were seen above, 
In wisdom Thou hast made us, 

And died for us in love." 

Remember, oh my soul, that wisdom is meek- 
ness and lowliness,^ learned of Jesus, the "Wisdom 
of God." He knows the times. He is the true 
Issachar, whose children had understanding of the 
times, which the Father hath put in His own 
power.' The times of refreshing, as well as the 
day of vengeance, are in His heart. His reward 
is with Him, and His recompense* before Him. 

How well He knew law and judgment let the 
Gospel tell. He fulfilled the law, and made it 
honourable ; and judgment exhausted itself in 
His body on the tree. 

The Hebrew interpretation of these names is : 

* James iii. 43. * 1 Chron. xiL 32. 3 Xcts i. 7. 

* IssACHAB, " reward, recompense ; price-bought." 
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1 Cahshena ... a lamb sleeping. 

2 Shethar ... searching out ; a remnant hid; putrefied.* 

3 Admatha ... a cloud of death ; a mortal vapour. 

4 Tarshish ... a beholding of the sword; examination of 

the marble ; contemplation of the joy, or 
of a precious stone the colour (eye) ^ of 
marble. 

5 Mebes ... distilling down &om the head; an impos- 

thume.* 

6 Marsena ... the bitterness of a bramble or enemy. 

7 Memucan ... smitten; made poor; prepared; certain; true. 

1. In the eternal counsels of the Invisible God, 
Tvho knows no past or future time, Jesus was ever 
the Lamb slain ; ' but as to His manifestation as 
such, He was, until the due time arrived, a Lamb 
sleeping. 

2. " "What Man of you, having a hundred sheep, 
if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety 
and nine in the wilderness, and go after that 
which was lost until He find it ? " * 

3. "The Good Shepherd giveth His life for 
the sheep.''** "Abel (vapour) obtained witness 
that he was righteous, and being dead yet speak- 
eth.*' « " The voice of thy brother s bloods crieth 
unto me from the ground." ^ " But ye are come 
to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, and 

« 

to the blood of sprinkling, which speaketh better 
things than Abel." ® " The clouds pour down rain 
according to the vapour that goeth up."^ The 

* See Appendix. * Numb. xi. 7. ^ Rev. xiii. 8. 

* Luke XV. 4. ^ John x. 11. ^ Heb. xi. 4. 

' Gen. iv. 10. ^ Heb. xii. 24. » Job xxxvL 27, 33, mar. 
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Toice of Abel's blood ascended as a vapour of 
death, and cried for vengeance ; 

" On Him the tenfold vengeance fell 
That would have sunk a world to hell ;** 

yet His prayer, " Forgive them/' went up as in- 
cense, and His blood of sprinkling descending in a 
blessed rain, or dew,* speaketh of the love of God. 

4. " Awake, sword, against my Shepherd, 
and against the Man that is my Fellow/' ' " Who, 
for the joy that was set before Him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame."' 

5. "The Head, Christ, from whom the whole 
body, fitly joined together, and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body to the edifying 
of itself in love." * 

6. "And when they had platted a crown of 
thorns, they put it upon His head." ® 

7. "And smote Him on the head."« "For 
your sakes He became poor." "^ " Thy Salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people." « " The Faithful and True Witness." » 

These wise men were the seven princes who 
"saw the king's face." "No man hath seen 
God at any time. The only-begotten Son, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared 

1 Prov. xix. 12 ; Ps. Ixxii. 6. « Zech. xiii. 7. ^ Heb. xil 2. 
* Eph. iv. 15, 16. 6 Matt, xxvii. 29. « Matt. xxvu. 30. 
7 2 Cor. vui 9. s Luke ii. 80, 31. » Rev. iii. 14. 
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Him/'^ "When He appointed the foundations 
of the earth, then I was by Him, as One brought 
up with Him/' * They also " sat the first in the 
kingdom/' " In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God."* 
"And He is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist"* The eminence of these seven 
counsellors is very remarkably expressed in Ezra 
vii. 14 : " Thou art sent of the king and his seven 
counsellors." Some of the w^ondrous names of 
Jesus are : " Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God." ** In the J 5th verse He is recognized as the 
Counsellor — " What shall we do ? " and we shall 
shortly see that " Adonai-Jehovah " is "great in 
counsel, and mighty in work;"^ that "the wisdom 
that is from above is" as in James iii. 17, 18. 

The words, " according to law, because she hath 
not performed the commandment of the king/' 
are very significant. Need we say how exactly 
they pourtray the standing of Israel, as under 
law ? Let the following, out of many scriptures, 
suffice : " For He appointed a law in Israel. They 
kept not the covenant of God, and refused to 
walk in His law."' And as Vashti, so Israel, 
was dealt with " according to law ; " for " as 
many as have sinned in the law shall be judged 
by the law."' 

1 John I 18. 2 Prov. viii. 30. s John i. 1, 2. 

* Col. i. 17. * Isa. ix. 6. ^ Jer. xxxii. 17 — 19. 

' Ps. Ixxviil 5, 10 ; Acts, vii 51—63. » Rom. ii. 12. 
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16 And Memucan answered hefiyre tlie king and the princes^ Vashti 
the queen hath not done wrong to tite king only, hut also to all 
the princes, and to all the people tliat are in ail the provinces t>f 

17 tite king Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen shall come 
abroad unto all women, so that they sliall despise their husbands 
in their eyes, when it nhaU be reported, The king Ahasuerus com- 
manded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but she 

18 came not. Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media say 
this day tmto all the king's pnnces, which have heard of the dttd 
of tite queen. Thus shall there arise too nitu'h contempt a< d 

19 wrath. If it please the king, let there go a royal commandme/>t 

from [before] him, and let it be written among the laws of the 

Persians and the Medes, that it be not altered [pass not away], 

Thai Vashti come no more before king Ahasuervs; and let the 

king give her royal estate unto another that is better than 

20 she [her comjHinion']. And when the king's decree which he shall 
malce shall be publislied throughout all his empire (for it is 
greai), all the wives sJiall give to their husbands honour, both 
to great and small. 

Observe the wisdom of this counsel. In a very 
few words the character of the deed is stated, 
and it is traced from its immediate operation to 
its ultimate result, that result being the subver- 
sion of all order throughout the whole empire. 
A mode of dealing is then proposed, which will 
not only prevent these evil consequences, but 
make this disobedient act the occasion of positive 
good ; and instead of the contempt of the wife 
producing wrath in the husband, all the wives 
shall give to their husbands honour, both to 
great and smalL^ 

And here let us remark, that there is a wide dif- 
ference between the Book of Esther and Solomon's 

1 Compare Ps. Ixxvi 8 — 10. 
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Song ; between " Thy Maker is thy Husband/' ^ 
and "the Bride, the Lamb's wife;"'* between Israel 
as married to Jehovah, and the Church as married 
to Christ. The purpose of this book is to develop 
the chosen people of the Great King — ^more par- 
ticulariy the rejection of the ancient people from 
His favour, and the taking up of another people 
on other terms. A moment's contrast of the 
Canticles with the Book of Esther, will explain 
our meaning. The endearing epithets which dis- 
tinguish the Song of songs are wholly absent 
Jiere. Sovereign favour imparted and received, 
and not the interchange of conjugal affection, is 
the distinguishing characteristic of this book. 

The proposition of Memucan contains the better 
covenant, established upon better promises.' 
Vashti held her royal estate conditionally upon 
her obedience : but now let a royal commandment 
from the king be written among the unalterable 
laws, and let the king give her royal estate unto 
her companion. Ah, law has been proved " weak 
through the flesh ; " * there is therefore " verily 
a disannulling of the commandment going before, 
for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof; 
for the law made nothing perfect. But there is 
the bringing in of a better hope, by the which we 
draw nigh unto God."*^ The new queen shall 
hold her royal estate as a free gift, and therefore 

^ Isa. liv. 5. ^ Rev. xxi 9. ' Heb. viii. 6. 

* Rom. viii. 3. ** Heb. vii 18, 19, Craik's rendering. 
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she can never lose it. Poor Vashti has proved that 
" the law entered that the offence might abound." 
In her successor, it shall be seen that "where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound/'^ 
And who is the Counsellor of this? Who but 
He, who, having been loved of the Father from 
before the foundation of the world, " having loved 
His own, loved them unto the end/''* His coun- 
sel is, that the royal estate of her whom, having 
first served and died for. He will afterwards 
make His bride, shall stand in no conditional 
obedience of her own, but in the free gift of the 
unchangeable God. 

21 And the saying pleased the Icing and the princes: and tlie king 

22 did according to the word of Memucan : for he sent letters info 
all the king's provinces, into every province according to the 
writing thereof, and to every people after their language, that 
every man should hear rule in his own house, and that it should 
he published according to the langtiage of every people [that one 
ihould puhlish it according to the language of his people^ 

With the twenty-first verse compare " Counsel 
is mine, and sound wisdom. I am understanding ; 
I have strength. By me kings reign, and princes 
decree justice I was daily His delight.''* 



" He wrought by weight and measure, 
And I was with Him then ; 
Myself the Father's pleasure, 
And Mine the sons of men." 

The displacement of Vashti, or of Israel, was 

1 Rom. V. 20. a John xiii 1. » Prov. viil 14, 16, 30. 
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no tyrannous proceeding. The welfare of the 
empire was at stake. Just judgment or anarchy ; 
there was no alternative. But this is made the 
occasion, by this king of kings, for further estab- 
lishing the order of his kingdom ; he commands 
that henceforward every man should bear rule in 
his own house, implying that this had not been 
universally the case. The commandment is pub- 
lished to every people after their language. In 
like manner, God, having winked at the times of 
tlie nations' ignorance, now (that is, on Israel's 
rejection), " commandeth all men everywhere to 
repent," ^ and this gospel of the kingdom is pro- 
claimed to every people, beginning at Jerusalem, 
where " every man heard them speak in his own 
language.''* It is declared by letters sent into 
all the king's provinces ; for " ye are our epistle, 
written in our hearts, known and read of all 
men : manifestly declared to be the epistle of 
Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, 
but with the Spirit of the living God ; not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart."' 

1 Acts xvii. 30. « Acts ii. 6. ^ 2 Cor. iil 2, 3. 



CHAPTER IL 31 



CHAPTER IL 

THE ELECT SERVANT AND HIS ORPHAN KINSWOMAN. 



" Now the Myrrh of Cyprus ^ groweth, 
Widelier spreadeth, sweetlier bloweth ; 
Law its withered blossoms throweth, 
That the Church may take their place." 

" She whose glory ancient story 
Shadowed faintly, bright and saintly 

Opens here the Day of Grace." — Mediceval Hymns, 

1 After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus was a/p- 
peasedy he renv mhered Vashtij and what she had done, and what 
was decreed against leer. 

The last word concerning Vashti is a very gra- 
cious one — a hint, if nothing more, of mercy. 
So, though the Lord has dealt with Israel accor- 
ding as she hath done, nevertheless, He will 
remember His covenant, and will establish with 
them an everlasting covenant' " Is Ephraim my 
dear son? a pleasant child? for since I spake 
against him I do earnestly remember him still : 
therefore my bowels sound for him ; I will surely 
have mercy upon him, saith the Lord/' * 

1 Cant. I 14, Vulg. « Ezek. xvi. 69, 60. 

3 Jer. zxzi. 20 ; Isa. bdi. 3, 4; Bom. xi 15, 29. 
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2 TJwn said the hinges servants that ministered unto him, Let there 

3 he fair young virgins sought for the Icing : and let the king appoint 
officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather 
together all the fair yowng virgins unto Shushan the palace, to 
the house of the women, unto the custody [hand\ of Hege the Icing's 
chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let their things for pwri- 

4 fication he given them ; and let the maiden which pleaseth the 
king he queen instead of Vaahti. And the thing pleased the king; 
and he did so. 

The appointed " officers " were the apostles. 
" Shushan the palace " specially signilSes Heaven ; 
and more widely, the place of the presence of God. 
It may here be explained by another and kindred 
type — "the Mount Zion which He loved/'* or, 
laying aside the figure, the heavenly places where 
we are made to sit together in Christ Jesus.* 
Hegai represents the Holy Spirit. The " things '* 
which he gave "for purification,"' faith in, and 
obedience to, the Word : " Giving them the Holy 

Ghost, and purifying their hearts by faith "^ 

(" the gift of God "% " Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit." ' 

This counsel is given by "the servants who 
ministered unto the king : " not " the wise men 
who kneiv the times — the seven princes who sat 
the first in the kingdom/' This is important 
Their counsel " pleased the king, and he did so ; " 
nevertheless, it fell very short of what was in his 

1 Ps. Ixxviii. 68. » Eph. ii. 6. » Acts xv. 8, 9. 

*Eph.iL8. » 1 Pet. i 22 ; Eph. V. 26, 26. 
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heart. Memucan advised the unconditional sift 
of the crown to another — the servants counsel 
its being awarded to her who should ^^ please 
the king." Now it is not said that Esther pleased 
the king, but that "the king loved Esther!'^ 
Again, the servants judged that the king might 
choose his queen from any of the provinces of 
his kingdom, from any of the recognized subjects 
of his empire ; but that these should be passed 
by, and that a destitute orphan, a stranger and an 
alien, should be raised to this honour, was quite 
beyond their ken. 

This imperfect counsel depicts the partial de- 
velopment of the purpose of God prior to the 
formal and final rejection of the Jew as such. 
Angels could comprehend how the Gospel of the 
kingdom might be preached to *' all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem,''* but that God's ancient 
people should be set aside, and ** a holy nation ''be 
formed of those who were " not a people " ^ — that 
the branches of the good olive-tree should be 
broken off, and a wild olive-tree graffed in * — was 
a purpose into which, previous to its accomplish- 
ment, the angels in vain desired to look. 

6 N(m in Shushcm the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name 
wflw Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 

6 a Benjamite ; who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the 
captivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah \Jehoiachii({\ 
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had 

1 Verse 17. « Luke xxiv. 47. ^ 1 Pet. ii. 9. * Rom. xi. 

D 



34 THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 

7 carried away. And he brought up [rwurished] ffadassah, that 
is, Esther, his v/ncle's d-aughter : for she had neitfier father nor 
mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful [fair of form and 
good of cowntenance] ; whom Mordecai, when her father and 
mother were dead, took for his own da/u^hter. 

Hitherto Ahasuerus the king has been the 
principal actor in this symbolic drama — hence- 
forth Mordecai will be. Until the rejection of 
Israel, God was known to His people as Jehovah, 
the Eternal Self-existent One ; it was with Him 
they had to do. But when "the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us/' " and took upon Him 
the form of a servant,'' He became the Doer of 
the will of God, and " the Majesty on high " sat 
down, so to speak, upon His throne, no more the 
immediate Actor, so much as the Spectator and 
Umpire of the events transacted on the earth — 
for whom, rather than hy whom, all is done. 

Mordecai ... Hebrew: contrition; bitter bruising; pure 

or bruised myrrh ; teaching contrition. 
Persian : a little man. 

Heb. " God,^ thou knowest my foolishness, 

and my sins are not hid from Thee ; for Thy 

sake I have borne reproach ; shame hath covered 
my face." ^ " All Thy garments smell of myrrh.''^ 
" A bundle of myrrh is my Well-Beloved." ^ " A 

1 Ps. Ixix. 6, 7. How this can be the language of the spotless 
Lamb of God is explained by Isa. liii. 6. It is His language ; 
compare John ii. 17 with verse 9 of the Psalm. 

5JPS. xlv. 8. aCanii. 13. 
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Man of sorrows ; bruised for our iniquities ; with 
His bruise we are healed." ^ Pers, " I am meek 
and lowly in heart." * " Whoso shall receive one 
such little child in my name, receiveth Me." ^ 

Viewed from earth, His suffering and fragrance, 
viewed from Heaven, His humility — most strik- 
ingly appear. 

We shall also find in the names of the fathers 
of Mordecai very definite hints of Jesus. 

1 Jair ... the diffusion of light. 

2 Shimei ... that hears or obeys; reputation, name, 

appointed. 

3 KiSH ... difi&cult, hard ; straw. 

4 Benjamin ... the son of the right hand. 

1. " I am the Light of the world ; he that 
foUoweth me shall not walk in darkness, but . 
shall have the light of life."* 

2. " The Lord God hath opened mine ear ; 
and I was not rebellious neither turned away 
back." * " He made Himself of no reputation 

wherefore God also hath highly exalted 

Him, and given Him a Name which is above 
every name." ® 

3. " The way of transgressors is hard."' — "He 
was numbered with the transgressors." ® " Christ 

also suffered /or us who did no sin, neither 

was guile found in His mouth." ^ Oh, my soul, 

^ Isa. liii. 3, 6, mar. 2 Matt. xi. 29 ; see 1 Sam. xvi. 6, 7, 11. 12. 

3 Matt, xviii. 5. *John viiL 12. ^Isa. 1. 5. 

« Phil, ii 7, 9. 7 Prov. xiii. 15. ^ iga. M. 12. » 1 Pet ii. 21, 22. 
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rejoice with trembling at the love unspeakable 
that brought the Eternal I AM, not only to be 
" made of a woman," but to be " made a curse," 
for thee. " My Lord, and my God ! " 

4. " Thy Right Hand, Lord, is become glori- 
ous in power; Thy Right Hand, Lord, hath 
dashed in pieces the enemy." ^ " Let Thy hand 
be upon the Man of Thy right hand ; upon the 
Son of man whom Thou madest strong for Thy- 
self" * " Him hath God exalted with His right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour." ^ 

How distinctly to the opened ear do these 
names discourse of God's Righteous Servant (for 
that is the peculiar aspect of the Lord Jesus 
which Mordecai represents). Nor need it be 
thought strange that the fathers, to the third 
generation, should still be but shadows of the 
same Person. For, as He who is without father, 
without mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, is the true 
Melchisedec, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, so 
here, Mordecai and his fathers are all needed to 
bring out a few — a very few — of the features of 
Him who is at once the Light of life, and the 
Elect Servant ; by whom all things consist, and 
yet was crucified by the worm He had made. 

The sixth verse is full of the same theme — 
of which, indeed, the entire Word is full — Re- 
demption. 

1 Exod. XV. 6. 2 pg, ixxx. 17. 3 Acts v. 81. 
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Jerusalem ... the possession of peace. 
Jeconiah . . . preparation, rectitude, or strength of J ehovah. 
JuDAH praise of Jehovah. 

Nebuchadnezzar tears of judgment; the mourning of the gene- 
ration, or of poverty. Nebo, chief of gods. 
Babtlon confusion. 

(It may be asked, how can the Strength or 
Righteousness of God be carrried away captive ? 
God speaks of things according to our apprehen- 
sions of them ; for example, of the sun rising 
and setting. The sun represents the Sun of 
Righteousness ; the earth, our heart. The earth 
turns round and round, not the Sun. We turn 
our face to the Sun, and it is day ; from it, 
and night cometh.) The possession of peace is 
maintained by the Strength^ and Righteous- 
ness^ of God. These are names of God's dear 
Son. He is the King of Jehovah's praise, Satan, 
the Nebuchadnezzar of the world, carries Him 
away captive (speaking typically) to the city of 
confusion, and us with Him, when we do evil in 
the sight of the Lord, according to all that our 
father (the old Adam — the flesh) hath done.^ 
" They tempted and provoked the Most High God, 

and dealt unfaithfully, like their fathers ; 

so that He delivered His Strength into captivity, 
and His Glory into the enemy's hand."* "The 
Glory is departed from Israel ; for the Ark of 
God is taken."** What, who, is the Ark of the 

* 1 Sam. XV. 29. 2 j^r. xxiii. 6. ^2 Kings xxiv. 8, 9. 

* Ps. Ixxviii 56—61. ^ 1 Sam. iv. 22. 
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woman, who had no claim upon him — for there 
was no provision made under the law for the 
orphan. God Himself was the Father of the 
fatherless ; but they had no claim upon the next 
of kin ; thus it is said, " When my father and my 
mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me 
up." ^ As Ruth, the widow, redeemed by Boaz, 
60 Esther, the orphan, nourished by Mordecai, is 
a type of the Church. To be fatherless and 
motherless,' to have lost all that nature depends 
upon, is to be qualified to be taken and nourished 
by Jesus, in order that in the fulness of time 
He may present us " faultless before the presence 
of His Father, with exceeding joy." 

Hadassah was her Hebrew name ; Esther was 
the name given her by the Persian monarch, in 
accordance with Eastern custom.^ 

Hadassah ... a myrtle-tree. 

Esther ... Hebrew: secret, hidden. Persian: a star. 

The maiden had been born a captive in Baby- 
lon, and she with her people had been held in 
bondage there by the strong man armed ; but 
the stronger than he came and took all his 
armour wherein he had trusted, and divided his 
spoils : " In that night was Belshazzar the king 
of the Chaldeans slain, and Darius the Median 
took the kingdom."* And such is the way of 

1 Ps. xxvii. 10. * Compare Ps. xlv. 10, 11, with Ezek. xyi. 3. 
3 See Dan. i. 7. * Dan. v. 30, 31. 
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our God. '* Shall the prey be taken from the 
Mighty, or the captivity of the Terrible One be 
delivered ? But thus saith Jehovah, Even the 
captives of the Mighty shall be taken away, and 
the prey of the Terrible One shall be delivered ; 
for I will contend with him that contendeth with 
thee, and I will save thy children.'' ^ Born in 
bondage as we are, He does not merely deliver 
us. He takes us captive Himself " The glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God " is not the 
original condition of man before he sinned — 
it is a change of masters. We were the servants 
of sin, but being made free from sin, we became 
the servants of righteousness.* And thus the 
maiden, as we said, is called by another name. 
Mordecai knows her as Hadassah, but the king 
calls her Esther. And our Mordecai nourishes 
us, that we may be His myrtle-tree, a fragrant, 
flowering, lowly, evergreen plant on earth, but God 
has called us by a heavenly name, a star. He is 
our " Heavenly Father ; *' " our citizenship is in 
Heaven ; '' and He calls us with a Heavenly call- 
ing. We are planted together in the likeness of 
the death of Jesus, that we may shine as stars 
in the glory of the Father. 

Again : the Hebrew interpretation of Esther's 
name refers to the things revealed by Jesus, 
which had been kept secret from the foundation 

* Isa. xlix. 24, 25 ; see Lowth. 

2 Rom. VL 17, 18; 1 Cor. vi. 20; vii. 22; 1 Pet. ii 16. 
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of the world ; ^ but which are still hidden from 
all not born from above ; ^ while its Persian sig- 
nification expresses the manifestation in heavenly 
places, by the Church, of the manifold wisdom 
of God.' 

And this leads us to see that there is yet 
another and double mystery in the name of 
Hadassah-Esther. First : the earthly changed 
into the heavenly.* The former name expressing 
the imperfectness, childhood, bondage, of the 
heir, so long as he is a child ; the latter denoting 
the fulness of the time being come, the adoption 
of sons being received, and God's having sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
whereby we cry "Abba, Father."' Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Rahab, David, marked 
successive periods in the minority of the family 
of faith. Now they are perfected with us ; for 
the Beloved has come, leaping upon the moun- 
tains, skipping upon the hills ; the winter is 
past ; the rain is over and gone ; the flowers 
appear on the earth ; the time of the singing 
of birds is come ; and the voice of the Turtle is 
heard in our land.® Secondly : Hadassah-Esther 
— the earthly joined to the heavenly — because 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath purposed, in the dispensation of the fulness 

' Matt. xiii. 35 ; Rom. xvi 26. ^ John iiL 3, www. 

3 Eph. iii. 10. * Heb. xi. 13—16. 

5 Compare Heb. xi. — xiii; Gal. iii. 9 — iv. 7; Rom. iv. 9 — v. 1; 
Cant, il 8 — 13 ; Rom. viii. 15 ; page 18, lines 8 — 15. 
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of times, to gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven (Esther — the 
Church), and which are on earth (Hadassah — 
Israel) even in Him ! ^ 

" She had neither father nor mother, and the 
maid was fair of form and good of countenance." 
What connexion can there be between the two 
parts of this sentence ? Just this : " Hearken, 
daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear ; 
forget also thine own people and thy father's 
house ; so shall the King greatly desire thy beauty, 
for He is thy Lord ; and worship thou Him/'* 
Vashti is described as "good of countenance,"^ 
Esther as " fair of form and good of counte- 
nance." Blush, oh Gentile Church. And yet, 
even this is true : for while Israel was renowned 
among the heathen for the beauty which Jehovah 
had put upon her, it remained for the Church 
to be made the body of Christ ; " for we are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones." * This is why she is " fair of form." 

8 So it came to pass, when the hin^s commandment and Ms deci'ee 
was heardf and when many maidens were gathered together unto 
Shusha/n thepala^ey to the cvMody ofHegai, that Esther was brought 
also unto the king's house, to the custody of Hegaij keeper of tJte 

9 women. And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kind- 
ness of him, and Tie speedily gave her her things for puHJication, 
with such things as belonged to her [her portions], and seven 
maidens, which were meet to be given her, out of the king's house, 

' Eph. i. 10 ; see Pridham's Notes on the Ephesians. 

2 Ps. xlv. 10, 11. 3 Chap. L 11, margin. * Eph. v. 30. 
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and he preferred [chcmged ] her cmd her maids, unto the best 
place of the house of the women. 

The " commandment and decree " were the 
Gospel; the "many maidens'' were those who 
were converted as the result of that witness 
which " the apostles with great power gave/' * 
First we read that " the word of God increased, 
and the number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem greatly." * Then, they that were scat- 
tered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.' 
And Philip, first at Samaria, then at Azotus, 
and in all the cities till he came to Cesarea, 
preached Christ unto them. Then, that " all that 
dwelt in Lydda and Saron turned to the Lord." * 
But presently "Esther was brought also unto 
the king's house." In addition to these Jewish 
converts, the Gentiles, in the person of Cornelius 
and his house, believed ; and the apostles and 
brethren " glorified God, saying. Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto 
life." * Observe that this first ingathering of the 
Gentiles is an addition to the Jewish believers, 
and in no way interferes with the pre-eminence 
of Judah. " Beginning at Jerusalem " still holds 
good ; and thus there is much significance in 
that little word also. But let us trace the pro- 
gress of events. The next thing is that Esther 
takes the precedence. Hegai changed her to the 

1 Acts iv. 38. 2 Acts vi. 7. ^ Acts viii. 4. 

^ Acts ix. 35. ^ Acts x. zL 
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best place. Now turn to the Acts again : " When 
the Jews saw the [Gentile] multitudes, they were 
filled with envy, and spake against those things 
which were spoken by Paul, qpntradicting and 
blaspheming. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed 
bold and said, It was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken to you ; but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn [change] 
to the Gentiles/' ^ 

Another important feature is this. The maid- 
ens were many — Esther was ona That most 
precious truth, the unity of the body of Christ, 
was not known in its fulness until the Church 
had assumed its Gentile character. Thus we see 
the consistency of the figure used by Paul : 
"Some of the branches [plural] be broken off, 
and thou, being a wild olive-tree [singular] wert 
graffed in among them.'' * 

The many maidens were brought into a place 
of blessing, and yet passed by. So, while the 
Jews were the first-fruits of the Gospel, they 
were nationally passed by, that the Gentiles 
might sit down in the kingdom before them. 

Hegai was the keeper of the women, and made 
and preserved them meet for the presence of the 
king. Thus he represents the Holy Spirit, in 
His work upon the soul after its having been, 
by the preaching of the word, called to eternal 

^ Acts ziii. 45, 46. ^ Rom. xi 17. 
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life. The Hebrew interpretations of Hegai's 
name have reference to his relation to the Church 
in her earthly condition ; while the Persian sig- 
nifications more especially contemplate her hea- 
venly aspect. 

Heqai ... Hebrew: meditation, word, groaning, taking 

away. Perslcm ; an apple. 

Heh. " I have more understanding than all my 
teachers: for Thy testimonies are my medita- 
tion.'' 1 " Sanctify them by Thy truth ; Thy Word 
is truth.'' * " The Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." ^ 
" This is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins."* Pers. " He kept him as the 
apple of His eye." ^ — " Seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the earth." ® 
"Comfort me with apples."^ — " The Comforter, the 
Holy Ghost" « " A Word ^ fitly spoken ^^ [spoken 
on His wheels] is like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver." " — " The Spirit of the Living Creature 
(or of life) was in the wheels."'* " The smell of 
thy nose like apples." ^ — " He that is spiritual 
(* even he who by reason of use hath his senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil'^*) dis- 
cerneth all things." ^* 

* Ps. cxix. 99. 2 John xviL 17. ^ Rom. viiL 26. 

* Rom. xi. 27 ; Heb. x. 14 — 17. * Deut. xxxii. 10. 
® Rev. V. 6. ' Cant. ii. 6. ^ John xiv. 26. 

8 John i. 1. 10 John xvi. 12 — 14. ^^ Prov. xxv. 11, mar. 
12 Ezek. i. 20, mar. ^3 Cant. vii. 8. i* Heb. v. 14. 
1* 1 Cor. ii 15, mar. ; compare Phil, i 9, 10, mars. ; Jude 19. 
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It is specially noted, that after the many 
maidens had been gathered together to the hand 
of Hegai, Esther also was brought " to the hand 
or custody of Hegai." This was the proof that 
although an alien she was accepted. "These/' 
says Peter, " have received the Holy Ghost as well 
as we"^ And how blessed to know that our 
Father has put us into the Almighty grasjf of 
the hand of God the Holy Ghost. 

" The maiden pleased him,'' because in her the 
grace of the king was manifest. Servants, as 
we saw,' could understand the election of a queen 
from the proper subjects of the kingdom, but 
that the alien orphan should be permitted to be 
brought, was a hitherto untrodden step, a pre- 
viously unsounded depth of grace. 

" Speedily." The operation of the Spirit is no 
tardy work. The more empty the vessel of mercy, 
the more the natural sap is exhausted from the 
brand snatched from the burning, the more un- 
hindered is the sanctifying work of the Spirit of 
grace. The confessed helplessness of the Gentiles 
presented an open door for His blessed work, 
which, in the case of the Jews, was kept shut by 
their nursing the idea of that inherent power of 
obedience, which had been the " ostensible basis " 
of God's dealings with them under the Law. 

" Her portions." " The things which are freely 
given to us of God." " All things are yours." ^ 

1 Acts X. 47. 2 pp. 32, 33. » 1 Cor. ii 12 ; iiL 21. 
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" Seven maidens/' " Add to your faith — virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, bro- 
therly-kindness, love."^ "Meet to be given out 
of the King's house/' 

10 Esther had not shoioed her people, nor her hind/red: for Mor- 
decai had charged her, that she shovM not slmw it. 

'.* And great multitudes followed Jesus, and 
He healed them all ; and charged them that they 
should not make Him known : that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, Behold my Servant whom I have chosen ; 
my Beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased ; 
I will put my Spirit upon Him, and He shall 
show judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not 
strive nor cry ; neither shall any man hear His 
voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall He 
not break, and smoking flax shall He not quench, 
till He send forth judgment unto victory. And 
in His name shall the Gentiles trust."* "Jesus 
charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, 
until the Son of man be risen again from the 
dead." ^ 

11 And Mordecai walked every day before (Jie cowrt of the women's 
house, to know how Esther did [the peace of Esiher\ am,d what 
shovld become of her. 

Observe the loving care of this tender kinsman, 
and meditate on the solicitous sympathy of Jesus 

1 2 Pet. i. 5 — 7. * Matt. xii. 15 — 21, quoted from Isa. xliL 1— 4. 
3 Matt. xviL 9 ; see remarks on Est. ii« 20. 
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pur Kinsman and Redeemer. Compare the fol- 
lowing and kindred Scriptures : Isa. xl. 11 ; Ps. 
xxiii. ; John x. ; Heb. iv. 15. This sweet ex- 
pression, " to know the peace/' occurs in slightly 
varied forms in Gen. xliii. 27 ; Judges xviii. 15 ; 
I Sam. xvii. 22 ; margins, 

12 Now when every maid's twn was come to go in to Icing AJiasuemt, 
after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner 
of the women (for so were the days of their purifications accom- 
plished, to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, and six mjonths toith 
sweet odours, and with otlttr ihiiixfsfor the purifying ofthevjomen); 

13 then thus came every maiden unto the king; whatsoever she 
desired wa* given her, to go with her out of the house of the 

14 women, unto the king's h<mse. In the evening she went, and on 
the morrow she returned into the second hoiue of the women, to 
the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's chamberlain, which kept the 
concuhines : she came in unto the king no more, except the king 
delighted in her, and that she were called by name. 

The product of the bruising of myrrh is oil of 
myrrh. The bruising of Jesus, our Mordecai — 
what did that produce? A continual sweet- 
smelling savour of rest.^ It was the meat-offer- 
ing'* — flour ground fine, with oil and frankincense 
thereon ; fine flour baked or fried ; or green corn 
beaten out of full ears and dried by the fire ; all 
to express intensity of suffering. In all its grades, 
offered with aU the frankincense thereof — in all 
its grades, mingled or anointed with oil ; and 
never lacking the antiseptic salt {the truth ^) of the 
covenant of God. Myrrh and cassia, of which 

» Gen. TiiL 21, «iar. ^Lev.ii scoL iv. 6 with Zech. viii 16. 

E 
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all His garments smell,* were the principal in- 
gredients in the holy anointing oil. The sweet 
odours remind us of the sweet spices which com- 
posed the most holy perfume, beaten very small, 
which was put before the testimony in the taber- 
nacle, and to imitate which was death.'^ The oil 
of myrrh and sweet odours pourtray the perfect- 
ness which the sufferings of Christ developed. 
With these precious things are the virgins puri- 
fied. These, " with other things " of Jesus, the 
Spirit of truth receives, that He may show them 
unto us. Mordecai could bring up Esther as his 
daughter, but it was not his office to give her the 
things for purification : and so Jesus says, " It is 
expedient for you that I go away ; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you. 
He shall glorify me ; for He shall receive of mine, 
and shall show it unto you.'' These things 
belonged to the king ; and so Jesus continues : 
"All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that He shall take of mine, 
and shall show it unto you.''^ 

No maiden might go in unto the king, not 
having been thus purified. " God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanc- 
tification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, 
whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.'' * 

1 Ps. xlv. 8. ^ Ex. XXX. 23—38. 

3 John xvL 7, 14, 15. *2 Thes. iL 13, 14, 
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Thus Esther was purified, that she might by-and- 
by share with Mordecai his glory : " Then Esther 
the queen, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all 
authority/' * 

It is no longer a question of salvation, but of 
enjoyment. " The house of the women '' is now 
the dwelling-place of these maidens. They never 
return to their old condition. But there is a 
difference between the house of the women and 
the king's house. Blessed, indeed, to be ** de- 
livered out of the kingdom of darkness, and 
translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son ;" 
but then follows the exhortation, " If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above.'' * The enjoyment of the presence of the 
Lord is, or should be, the one desire of the re- 
deemed soul ; as David says, " One thing have I 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek after : that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to inquire in His temple."^ So to speak, "the 
house of the women " is communion with saints, 
while " the king's house " is communion with God, 
The one effectual hindrance to this enjoyment 
is to carry with us anything of our own devising. 
Gratification of desire and leanness of soul go 
hand in hand. What the maidens desired, proved 
their lack of confidence in the work of Hegai. 
There is such a thing as seeming to come short, 

1 Chap. ix. 29. * CoL i. iii. ^ Ps. xxvii. 4. 
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through unbelief, of the promised rest,' which it 
is the blessing oi faith to enjoy now. There is, on 
the other hand, such a thing as being called by 
name. May it be ours to hear that " first voice,'' 
saying to us, " Come up hither : '' to know what 
the white stone and the new name are : to know 
the blessedness of the 144,000 sealed with the 
Father's name in their foreheads, who follow the 
Lamb whithersoever He goeth.' 

It was Hebrew believers (whom the maidens 
more particularly represent) that must needed to 
be warned of failinsr to enter in because of un- 
belief; though this, of course, is true in principle 
of Gentile believers, who, like the Galatians, put 
themselves under law, and, having begun in the 
Spirit, seek to be perfected in the flesh. 

Shaashgaz . . . Hebrew : shearer of sheep ; pressor of the fleece. 

Persicm : servant of the beautiful. 

Heh. "And David [Well-Beloved] rose up 
early in the morning, and left the sheep with a 
Keeper, and took and went, as Jesse [Who Is] 
had commanded him." ^ " No wool shall come 
upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of 
the inner court and within. They shall not gird 
themselves with anything that causeth sweat."* 
Sweat is an exudation of the flesh ; this explains 
our need of shearing: it also explains, "Nor 
shear the Firstling* of thy sheep."* Pers, " Thou 

^Heb. iv. 2 Rev. iv. 1; ii 17; iii. 12; xiv. 4. 

3 1 Sam. xvu. 20. *Ezek. xlhr. 17, 18. 

* " The Fii-stbom of every creature " (Col. i. 16). « Deut. xv. 19 
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art beautiful, my love, as Tirzah/' * " He that 
is despised and hath a Servant, is better than he 
that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread." ^ 
" Let her be thy Master's Son's wife, as the Lord 
hath spoken. And the Servant brought forth 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, 
and gave them to Rebekah/'^ 

Here, again, the Hebrew and Persian signifi- 
cations respectively contemplate the earthly and 
the heavenly. On earth, the Church, like sheep, 
needs shearing, or the fleshly sweat would grow 
into disease. But as raised up in heavenly places, 
she is all beautiful. The office of Shaashgaz fol- 
lows, and not precedes, that of Hegai, because God 
gives His things before He takes away ours.* 

15 Now when the twm of Esther , the daughter (^ Ahihail, the tmch 
of Mordeeai (who had taken her for hit daughter) was come to 
go in imto the Idng, the required nothing, but what Hegai the 
king's chamberlain^ the keeper of the women, appointed. And 
Esther ohtairied favour in the sight of aU them that looked upon 
, 16 her. So EstJier was taken xmto king Ahasuerus, into his house 
royal, in the tenth month (which is the month Tebeih) in the 

17 seventh year of his reign. And the king loved Esther above all 
the wom£n, and she obtained gra^e and favour in his sight [6e- 
fore him"], more than all the virgins : so that he set the roy<d 
crown upon her head, amd made her queen instead of Vashti. 

In the seventh verse the entire orphanage of 
Esther is twice stated ; the Amorite father and 
Hittite mother** (the flesh) are there intended. 
In the verse before us, however, there appears to 

1 Cant. vi. 4 ; Est. il 7. 

2 Prov. xii. 9 ; Prov. xxx. 10, m^xr., with Matt. xii. 31, 32 ; Ecc. v. 6, 
5 Gen. mv. 61, 63. * Deut ix. 6 with Pro. zxv. 4. * Eze. xvi. 3. 
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be a two-fold reference, to God our Father on 
the one hand, and to the old Adam on the other : 
but not clearly seeing it, we attempt no explana- 
tion. We only remark that Mordecai was Esther's 
uncle's son, and ask the reader to compare Lev. 
XXV. 49 ; X. 4 ; Jer. xxxii. 7, 8 ; 1 Sara. xiv. 50 ; 
1 Chron. xxvii. 32. May the Spirit grant light in 
His own due time. 

A vital principle is contained in what follows. 
Hegai is again particularly mentioned — his name, 
and his relations to the king and to the women 
respectively. Esther required nothing but what 
he appointed. Here lies the secret of her bless- 
ing. She has been an orphan and an alien, that 
she might learn the oZi- sufficiency of Grace. 
Even believing Israelites could not understand 
being accepted on the ground of a worthiness 
altogether external to themselves. They, like 
the maidens, must have something of their own. ^ 
But Grace is the foundation ' and head-stone ^ of 
the New Jerusalem.* It was of " the grace that 
should come unto " * her, that the prophets spake. 
It is " the God of all grace who hath called us 
to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus," ® our Kins- 
man-Redeemer. Oh this must be held fast — for 
to fall from grace, is not to fall into sin, but to 
be justified by the law.^ 

Tebeth signifies goodness. Remembering Vashti, 

^ Compare verse 13 with Acts xv. 5, and Qal L 13 — ii 21. 

2 Kom. V. 1, 2. 3 Zech. iv. 7. * Rev. xxi. 2 ; Gal. iv. 21—31. 

n Pet i 10. 6 1 Pet. V. 10. ' Gal. v. 4; 2 Tim. iL 1. 
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compare with verse 16 : " Behold, therefore, the 
goodness and severity of God; on them which 
fell, severity, but toward thee goodness/' * 

"The king loved Esther." This is a word 
in season to him that is weary ^ — an antidote 
for Galatian folly. ^ " He first loved us," * is the 
origin of all our blessing. Because Esther stood 
in grace, she obtained grace and kindness before 
the king. All the grace was his — not hers. 
James says, " He giveth more grace." * And 
thus loving her because she was a vessel which 
he himself had cleansed and filled, he made 
her queen instead of Vashti. "And raised us 
up together, and made us sit together [with 
Himself?] in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus."* 
He crowned her with the royal crown of holiness 
unto the Lord : making her partaker of His 
holiness.^ Oh, Gentile Church, "cut out of the 
olive-tree wild by nature, and graffed, contrary 
to nature, into a good olive-tree," " be not high- 
minded, but fear." ® 

18 Tlien the hing made a great feast wnto all his princes and Ms 
servants, even Esther's feast; a/nd he made a release \resi\ to the 
provinces, and gave gifts^ according to the state of the hing. 

All the princes and servants* are bidden to 
" Esthers feast/' " to the intent that now unto 

iRom. xl22. 2Isa.l. 4. SGal.m. 1. *lJohniv.l9. 
6Jas.iv. 6. «Eph. ii. 6. 

^ Compare Exo. xxix. 6, Pr. xvi 31, with Rev. L 13/and p. 9, note 
4 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 39 with Mai. ii. 11 ; Ps. xlviL 8 with Heb. adi. 10. 
B Bom. xL 24, 20. * See f princes and servants," d. 3. 
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the principalities and powers in the heavenlies 
might be known hy the Church the manifold wis- 
dom of God/'^ And not only Esther's feast 
above, but rest to the provinces Wfelow ; for while 
the shepherds were " keeping the night watches,'* 
as soon as the first gleam of morning came, 
when the Babe of Bethlehem, the rising Sun of 
Righteousness, appeared — " Lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them : and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them. 
Fear not : for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying. Glory to God in the highest ; on earth 
peace; goodwill toward men.'** Yes, "rest to 
the provinces,'* for, "Be it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins.*' ' And yet more — " gifts according to the 
state of the king.*' "Thou hast ascended on 
high; Thou hast led captivity captive: Thou 
hast received gifts in the Man ; yea, for the re- 
bellious also, that Jehovah-God might dwell 
among them. Blessed Jehovah ! He daily load- 
eth us — the God of our salvation ! " * 

lEph. iii 10, 11. 2 Luke ii 8—14, mao'. 

8 Acts xiii 88. * Ps. Ixviu. 18, 19, fMir, 
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19 And when ike virgins were gathered together ike 9ee(md time, 

20 then Mordecai eat in Ike Jcin^e gate, Esther had not yet shotoed 
her kindred nor her people ; as Mordecai had charged her : for 
Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, like as when she was 
brought up with him. 

This second gathering took place when, after 
the ascension of Jesus, the disciples returned 
from Olivet to Jerusalem, and there abode in an 
upper room, waiting for the promise of the 
Father.* The charge of the gate was an exalted 
place of service.: "And the king appointed the 
lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge 
of the gate/' * To sit in the gate was to take a 
place of dignity, and authority, and power. 
" The elders have ceased from the gate,'' is one 
of Jeremiah's Lamentations.^ The king's gate 
was eminently a place of honoured service. When 
Daniel had revealed and interpreted Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream, the king worshipped him, and 
made him ruler of Babylon, and chief governor 
of its wise men : " then Daniel requested of the 
king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon : 
hut Daniel sat in the gate of the king.*' * Mor- 
decai, like Daniel, had rendered the greatest 
possible service to the king, in that he had found 
him a queen ; and the righteous servant sits in 
the king's gate. Jesus is the Righteous Servant 

1 Acts i. 12—15. 2 2 Kings vii. 17. 

3 Lam. y. 14. ^Dan. ii 49. 
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He suffered without the gate,^ to purchase a 
peculiar people for the King of kings ; and now 
the exalted Servant takes of right his place of 
authority and judgment,* of protection^ and 
praise,* in the King's gate — the gate of the Mount 
Zion which He loves — ^the gate of the Church — 
" this gate of the Lord, into which the righteous 
shall enter."* Nehemiah's first care is for the 
gate of the palace.^ -AH the other gates in their 
turn, but this first and chief of all. " Lift up 
your heads, ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall 
come in." "^ 

The people and kindred of Esther were summed 
up in "Mordecai the Jew." The revelation of 
this secret was made when Esther told what he 
was unto her.^ This was done when she had 
overcome the accuser of her brethren, not having 
loved her life unto the death.® Our people and 
kindred are summed up in Jesus. We are bre- 
thren in Him. "Therefore the world knoweth 
us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 

^ See remarks on Esther, iv. 2. 

2 John V. 27 with Rev. i. 13. Blessed be God, that there He 
wears the high-priestly ephod — the garment down to the foot, 
and the golden girdle. Compare Exo. xxviii. 4 — 8; contrast 
Ps. cix. 18, 19, with Numb. vi. 23—27. 

3 Ps. cxxvii 5. * Prov. xxxi. 31. * Ps. cxviii. 20 ; Ixxxvii. 2. 
^ Neh. ii. 8. ' Ps. xxiv. ^ chap. viii. 1. - 

*Chap. iv. 16; vii.; Rev. xii. 10, 11. 
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appear what we shall be, but we know that when 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is. And every one that 
hath this hope in Him, purifieth himself, even 
as He is pure.'' ^ The " every one " here spoken 
of is the "hidden Man of the heart'' — "Christ in 
us" — that which is born of God, and therefore doth 
not commit sin ; but (as Esther obeyed her adopted 
father, or rather the father who had adopted her) 
doth the commandment of His Father, like as 
when He was brought up with Him.* And so it 
is said " Every word of God is purified." ^ 

There was, however, a partial development of 
what Mordecai was to Esther, when she certified 
the king, in his name, of the conspiracy of the 
chamberlains. It was also made known to Ha- 
tach.* In the gospels, we find Jesus charging 
His disciples not to make Him known until the 
Son of man should be risen from the dead ; ^ and 
they obeyed Him.* Before He ascended He com- 
manded them to wait at Jerusalem for the 
promise of the Father ; "^ and they did His com- 
mandment, like as when they were brought up 
with Him. But as soon as they were endued 
with power from on high, they did mighty won- 
ders in His name. The succeeding verses will 
develop this. 

1 1 John iii. « Prov. viii. 30. 

8 Prov. XXX. 5, mar.; compare John i. 1; Luke viii. 11; 
1 Pet. i. 23 ; 1 John iii. 9. * Chap. iv. 

6 Matt. xvi. 20, 21 ; Mark ix. 9. « Luke ix. 36. ^ Acts i. 4. 
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21 In ihoit da/gt fwhUe Mordecai aat m the king*8 gate), two of 
the 1cin{f8 chamberlains, Bigihan amd Teresh, of those which 
kept the door [threshold], were wroth, and sought to lay hand on 

22 the king Ahastierus. And the thing was known to Mordecai, 
who told it wUo Esther the queen, ami Esther certified the king 

23 thereof in Mordecai' s name. And when inquisition was made 
of the matter, it was found out ; therefore they were both hanged 
on a tree : amd it was written in the book of tfte chronicles before 
the king. 

• 

There are wheels within wheels here. We have 
already called attention to a certain general ana- 
logy between John ii. and Acts ii.^ That analogy 
will be found to exist between the succeeding 
chapters of those books. The testimony of John 
the Baptist introduces Jesus to His ministry with 
" Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world/' * This is very important. 
He was " the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world.''* This was why the Son of man had 
power on earth to forgive sins, before He had 
actually suffered. And this was why His works 
were akin to those wrought by the disciples after 
He had suffered. Having, then, seen His glory 

I See p. 12. « John i. 29. 

3 Tregelles*s amended version of Rev. xiiL 8, does not at all 
interfere with the truth of this : " And all tb^t dwell on the 
earth shall worship him — he whose name hath not been written, 
from the foundation of the world, in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain." The book is of the Lamb slain, and existed before 
the foundation of the world; it necessarily follows that the 
Iiamb was slain before the foundation of the world. The book 
was the eternal purpose of God, and in that eternal purpose the 
Lamb was slain. 
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manifested, through the power of the Spirit, by 
Himself at Cana, and by the apostles on the day 
of Pentecost, we find a short season of rest, in 
His case at Capernaum * {the dty of comfort^ or 
resC), and in that of the apostles at Jerusalem^ 
(fhe possession of peace). The next thing is, 
that Jesus went to Jerusalem, and drove out 
those who were making His Father's house a 
house of merchandize, and healed the blind and 
the lame, and many believed on His name ; ' and 
that Peter and John healed the poor and lame 
man, lying for alms at the Beautiful gate of the 
temple} The subsequent narrative of the Gospel, 
and of the Acts, details one continuous series of 
opposition to Jesus and to the apostles, met and 
overcome by the power of His name. 

The history of these early days was an epi- 
tome, in type, of the whole course of the dis- 
pensation. Judas Iscariot in the one case, and 
Ananias and Sapphira in the other, and the 
scribes, and pharisees, and sadducees, and high- 
priests, and rulers, in both cases, were marked 
types of the flesh working inside the Church. 
The doctrine taught by Jesus and His apostles, 
speaking by'the Holy Ghost, stirred up the malice 
of the wicked spirits, which was manifested 
through the Jews,** and the Word of truth was 

1 John iL 12. « Acts il 41—47. 

3 John ii. 13—23 ; Matt. xxi. 12—14. * Acts iii. 10 ; pp. 57, 58. 

* John V. yi. vii. 1 ; Acts v. 17 — 42. 
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contradicted by the false teaching of their pro- 
fessed instructors.^ The earthly Israel, through- 
out their entire history, typify the spiritual Is- 
rael ; and these evil-minded Jews typify the flesh 
in the individual believer, and in the corporate 
church. This brings us to the names of the two 
wicked chamberlains. 

BiGTHAN ... Hehrew : giving meat. Persian: a gardener. 
Teresh ... Hehrew: breathing; smelling; driving away ; 

breaking ; subduing. Persian : severe, austere. 

"If that evil servant shall say in his heart, 
My Lord delayeth His coming; and shall begin 
to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken ; the Lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for Him, and 
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites ; there shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth.^ 

In the light of these names, we may under- 
stand what is meant by the impotent folk, blind, 
halt, and withered,® sick and vexed with unclean 
spirits.* Bigthan gives bad meat — evil doctrine, 
and austere Teresh, with his foul breath, drives 
away* and breaks. Ezekiel's evil shepherds* — 

1 John ix. 22—34 ; Acts xiii. 44, 45. 

* Matt. xxiv. 48 — 51 ; compare Matt. xxi. 33 — 46 ; Ezek. 
xxviii. 12, 13 — 19. The king of Tyrus — literally, the Antichrist ; 
spiritually, the flesh ; both animated by Satan, as Jesus and the 
spiritual man by the Holy Ghost. 

3 John V. 3. * Acts v. 16. * Gal. v. 7, mar, ^ Ezek. xxxiv. 
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false prophets — ravening wolves in sheep's cloth- 
ing.^ Mark the epistles to the churches in Rev. 
ii. iii. Lying apostles, pretended Jews, persecu- 
tion, martyrdom, doctrine of Balaam, of the 
Nicolaitanes, of Jezebel ; resulting in a name to 
live, and yet dead — a little strength — ^wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, naked. "Well might Paul 
say, " I would they were even cut off that trouble 
you.''* This apostasy, this leaven of the flesh, 
occupies a large portion of Old Testament Scrip- 
ture, both in type and prophecy, and is the 
subject of constant warning in the New. 

The offence is seeking to lay hands on the 
king. This implies our being made partakers of 
the Divine nature.^ In a most literal and posi- 
tive sense, God Himself lives, dwells, and walks, 
in the Christian believer, and in the Church 
collectively.* "I in them, and Thou in Me, 
that they may be made perfect in one,'"* was 
Jesus' prayer, and to seek the harm of the 
Father's little ones is to touch the apple of His 
eye.* 

With wondrous ease the Spirit asserts the 
omniscience of Jesus. " The thing was known to 
Mordecai." " And Jesus knew their thoughts." ^ 

Mordecai " told it unto Esther." " Ye have an 

^ Matt. vii. 15 ; see Titus i. 7 — 16. 

2 Gal. V. 12; i. 6—9; Acts xv. 1, 24; 2 Cor. u. 17; xi. 13. 

3 2 Pet. i. 4. * GaL il 20 ; 2 Cor. vi. 16. « John xvu. 23. 
6 Zech. ii. 8. ' Matt. ix. 4; xii. 26; Luke vi, 8; Est. iv. 1. 
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unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things/' 1 

" And Esther certified the king in Mordecai's 
name/' The devils were subject to the babes 
through Jesus' Name ; * in the same Name all the 
apostles' miracles were done ; ^ and now our vic- 
tories over the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
can be gained by no other Name.* No wonder 
the children of the devil * should ask, " By what 
Power, or by what Name, have ye done this ? " * 

The iniquity of the spiritual Amorites ' is not 
yet full. Nor is the inquisition yet complete. 
The devils could say to Jesus, " Art thou come 
to torment us before the time ? " But the time 
will come. In the fourth generation Abraham's 
seed shall come to the heavenly land again.® For, 
after the three years of uncircumcision * and 
death,^° in the fourth year (after resurrection), the 
firuit shall be holiness of praises to the Lord." 
The time is not yet come. For our God will 
visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate Him." When He maketh inquisition 
for blood. He remembereth them that seek Him." 

1 1 John ii. 20, 27. « Luke x. 17—21. 3 Acts iv. 30. 

* Acts iv. 12. * John viii 44. * Acts iv. 7. 

7 " Bitter, rebel, babbler;" Eze. ii 6, wmw.— Is. Iv. 13; 2 Ti. ii. 16. 

8 Gen, XV. 16. « Rom. ii 29 ; Coi ii. 11. ^o CoL iii. 3. 

11 Lev. xix. 24, Tnar, ; Dan. iii. 25 ; 2 Kings x. 30. 

12 Ex. XX. 5 ; compare the 34 of Daniel and the Revelation. 
^ Ps. ix. 10—12. 
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"For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I 
live for ever. If I whet my glittering sword, and 
mine hand take hold on judgment, I will render 
vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward 
them that hate Me. I will make mine arrows 
drunk with blood (and my sword shall devour 
flesh), with the blood of the slain and of the 
captives, from the beginning of revenges upon 
the enemy. Rejoice, ye nations, with His 
people : for He will avenge the blood of His 
servants, and will render vengeance to His ad- 
versaries, and will be merciful unto His land, 
and to His people.'' ^ There has been a " begin- 
ning of revenges " in the mighty works of Jesus, 
and in the greater works wrought by the power 
of the Spirit,* in consequence of His having 
ascended to His Father ; but the spiritual Anti- 
christ, which now oppresses the spiritual Israel, 
as literally as the personal Antichrist will in the 
Great Tribulation oppress the literal Israel, shall 
be mightily overthrown. When the Lamb's wife 
hath made herself ready — when she, the true 
Esther, the life which is now hid with Christ in 
God ; ' the star which rises in the east * when 

^ Deut. xxxiL 40 — 43; John il 11. 

2 The mighty works of Jesus were wrought upon the body; 
miracles, after His ascension, became merely a collateral witness 
to the great salvation — the Spirit's work upon the soul (Heb. ii 
3, 4, Craik's rendeiing). ^ QqI. iii. 3. 

* Matt. ii. 9 ; 1 Cor. xv. 41. Zethar, Shethar, and Esther, are 
modifications of the same Persian word, and aU signify a star. 

P 
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Christ Is formed within,* and the new man born 
from above ; ^ — when that new nature, that seed 
of God which cannot sin, because it is born of 
God,^ shall have cast its slough (this vile body 
of sin and death, with its carnal mind — the old 
nature which committeth sin, because it is of the 
devil*), and shall have arisen with an incor- 
ruptible body in resurrection glory, arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white, the Righteousness of 
saints — then shall the armies of heaven follow 
Him whose Name is called the Word of God ; 
and the angel standing in the sun shall cry to all 
fowls of the air to gather themselves to the great 
supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, and the 
flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, 
and the flesh of horses and of them that sit on 
them, and the flesh of all men, both free and 
bond, both small and great. And the Beast 
shall be taken, and with him the False Prophet 
that wrought miracles before hiin, with which he 
deceived them that had received the mark of 
the Beast, and them that worshipped his image. 
These shall be cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone. And the remnant shall 
be slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the 
horse, which sword proceedeth out of his mouth : ^ 

The Holy Spirit, and Jesus, and the inner man, are all of the 
same Divine nature — are all one. Compare 2 Cor. iii. 17; Eph. 
iv. 15; V. 23—32; Rom. viii. 9—11; Gal. iii 20, 26. 

1 Qal. iv. 19. 2 John iiL 3, mar. 3 \ John iii. 9. 

4 1 John iii. 8. * See Rev. ii. 16. 
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and all the fowls shall be filled with their flesh} 
Then Death shall be swallowed up in victory. 
" Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ/' 

But let it never be forgotten that, while our 
resurrection literally accomplished can alone 
literally and perfectly deliver us from our souls' 
enemies, yet Christ has risen, and we in Hiniy 
and we are endued with present power to over- 
come the old inhabitants which still infest the 
land (our hearts), just in the measure in which 
we look away from ourselves unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of faith. Faith, the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, now possesses the 
things not seen, " Lord, increase our faith ! " 
"Blessed are they who have not seen and yet 
have believed/' 

"Hanged on a tree/' The enemies of the 
cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, all 
perish there.' 

"And it was written in the book of the 
chronicles before the king.'' " In the volume of 
the book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy 
will, my God." « 

^ Rev. xix. God has a controversy with all flesh. Compare 
Gen. vL 12; Job xxxiv. 14, 15; Isa. xl. 6; xlix. 26; Ixvi. 16; 
1 Cor. i 29 ; John vL 63 ; Tit. L 12— Crete, camal, fleshly. 

2 PhiL iii. 18, 19. 3 Pg. xi. 7^ g. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE VEILED REDEEMER AND THE ENEMY. 



" He the Hook that, hid awhile, 
Pierced Leviathan with guile : 

He the Child that laid His hand 
On the cockatrice's den, 
That the ancient lord of men 
Might avoid the ransomed land.** 

Adam of St. Victor. 

1 After these things did king Ahaeuerus promote Haraan the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, cmd advcmced him, cmd set his seat 
above all the princes that were with him. 

The literal narrative still proceeds with a con- 
nected detail of consecutive events. Not so that 
"which lieth under.'' In the previous chapter 
the Holy Spirit has given an outline of the 
Church's history from the rejection of Israel to 
the end of the age. He now retraces His steps, 
and fills in with much minuteness the circum- 
stances of 

" the glorious battle 
With completed victory rife, 
How the world's Redeemer conquered 
By surrendering of His life." 

This and the preceding chapter commence 
with the same words ; and in both there is the 
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same apparent anachronism. The second chapter 
opens with the restoration of Israel to blessing 
at the end of the present age, and then returns 
to the calling of the Church at its commence- 
ment. Here, we are carried back from resurrec- 
tion glory to the time when Satan became the 
prince of this world, and to the refusal of Jesus 
to worship him.* The reason of this is very 
obvious, and very beautiful. The Spirit, having 
first revealed the purpose of God, the faxst of 
redemption, and the spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places, wherewith He has blessed His Esther; 
now describes the means by which that redemp- 
tion was effected, the malice of the enemy and 
the avenger, and the sufferings of Jesus and His 
redeemed on earth. 

The character of Haman distinctly intimates 
whom he represents. He is the accuser, enemy, 
adversary, oppressor.' This is Satan.^ 

Satan ... adversary, accuser ; a party in a process. 

Haman ... Hebrew: making an uproar; noise, tu- 

mult,^ trouble; he that prepares. 
Persicm : the planet Mercury.* 
Hammed ATHA ... troubling the law. 
Agaq ... upper floor, or root 

Satan was a dignity, and it was God made him 

* The Revelation is constructed on a similar principle. 

^ Verses 8 — 10 ; vii. 6. ^ Luke x. 19 ; Zech. iii 1, mar, 

* Contrast Ps. xl. 2, mar ; Ixxxiii. 2 ; Is. xiiL 4, with Is. viii 6. 

* In the astrological mythology of the Babylonians, according 
to Qesenius, the idol N^ebo (see above, p. 87), was the planet 
Mercury. Mercury appears to a spectator from the earth to move 
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80.^ That his seat was set " above all the princes 
that were with him/' may also be inferred. Angels 
have dominion over various portions of the earth. 
Michael is the prince of Israel.^ Satan of the 
whole world? Therefore he is called the king 
of Babylon, and king of Tyre. He is called the 

backwards and forwards, in a path varying considerably in length 
and slightly in direction, at either end of which he remains for 
a short time stationary (Job i 7; 1 Pet. v. 8). His apparent 
diameter undergoes continual variations (Dan. iiL 19, with p. 37), 
produced by variations in his distance from us (Jas. iv. 7). By 
a comparison of these with his apparent path, his real path is 
ascertained to be an ellipse of smaller dimensions than the 
earth's orbit, and inclined to it at a certain angle (Gen. iii ; Rev. 
xii 12). The ascending node of Mercury, that is, the point 
from which he ascends northward above the ecliptic, is in the 
16th degree of Taurus — ^the Bull (Ps. xxii. 12 ; Isa. li. 20, with 
Job V. 13) ; his descending node in the 15th degree of Scorpius 
(Rev. ix. 2 — 5). If Mercury comes to either of his nodes at his 
inferior conjunction (that is, when he is between the earth and tlie 
8vm)y he will pass over the sun's disc, and appear upon it as a 
black spot (page 87, lines 8 — 11; Deut. xxxii. 5, mofl'.; Jude 
12, 13). This occurs only about May 6 and Nov. 7, when the 
sun is respectively in the 16th degree of Scorpius and of Taurus 
(Luke xix. 21 ; 1 John iv. 18). Mercury completes his sidereal 
period in about | of an hour less than 88 days (8 is a resurrec- 
tion number; Rev. xii 6 — 9). His synodical period (from one 
conjimction with the sun to another), is a little less than 116 
days. The great variation observed in his angle of greatest 
elongation is attributable to the great eccentricity of his orbit. 
The inclination of his axis to the plane of his orbit is unknown. 
**Let them be for signs" (Gen. i. 4; Rev. viii. 10; Rom. i. 19, 
20, mar.). * Jude 8, 9 ; John xix. 11 ; Luke iv. 6. 

' Dan. X. 18 — 21. Therefore when the true Israel enters the 
true Canaan, Michael casts out the devil and his angels (Rev. 
xii 8). 8 John xiv. 30; 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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day-star. He was perfect in Eden, but he fell by 
pride.^ The idea embodied in the word Agag is 
pride. The significance of the interpretation of 
Hammedatha will be obvious a little further on. 

2 And all the Icing's servcmts thai were in the hrng's gate, bowed 
and reverenced Haman ; for the king had so commanded con- 
cerning him : hut Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, 

3 Then the king's servants, which were in the king's gate, said unto 
Mordecai, Why transgrcssest thou the king's commandment ? 

4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he 
hearkened not unto them, that they told Saman, to see whether 
Mordecai s matters would stand : for h£ had told theni that he 
was a Jew. 

"All the king's servants in the king's gate," 
probably comprise the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places, whether good or evil." The 
holy angels, in obedience to God, recognize dig- 
nity bestowed by Him, however it may be abused ;' 
they know God judgeth among the gods, and they 
await His time.* Wicked spirits own allegiance 
to their evil lord.* Spirits, good and evil, are all 
the servants of the Most High God.^ Satan 
himself is the rod of His anger.^ ® 

^ Isa. xiv. 4 — 14; Ezek. xxviii Doubtless these scriptures 
speak of the Man of Sin; but the Antichrist may say of his 
father what the Christ said of His in John xiv. 9 — 11. 

2 Rom. viii. 38; Eph. i. 21; iii. 10; vi. 12; Col. ii. 10, 15; 
Zech. i. 8—11. 

^ Compare Rom. xiii. 1, 2 ; Jude 9. * Ps. iT-g-yn'- 

« Eph. ii. 2 ; Matt. xii. 24. 

8 1 Kings xxii. 19 — 23; Job i. ii. ; 1 Cor. v. 6. ' Isa. x. 5. 

8 We desire to say very little of that concerning which so 
little is revealed. Dear Charlotte Elizabeth, in her J^rin^cipali' 
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Mordecai truly was the king's servant, but his 
place in the king's gate was one of authority and 
power, rather than of service. He sat there, 
which the servants did not. His sitting there 
was the reward of previous service, and therefore 
there was no disobedience to the king in his not 
bowing and reverencing Haman. He was there 
as Joseph in Egypt: "Thou shalt be over my 
house,^ and according unto thy word shall all 
my people be ruled ; only in the throne will I be 
greater than thou/' * It is not said that all the 
servants accused Mordecai of disobedience ; nor 
is it likely that those who loved the king would 
do so. Their accusing him to Haman proved 
that they neither loved the king, the queen, nor 
him. Indeed, their motive is given, which has 
not in it a shadow of either love or loyalty. That 
he was a Jew, was the reason given by Mordecai 
for not bowing to Haman. This is very, very 
beautiful. He was exempt from the command- 
ment, because he sat in power in the king's gate. 
But he was also too high as well as too low to 

ties and Powers, says, "Glimpses of a mysterious freedom of 
access to heavenly places are now and then afforded us; and 
though men have undertaken to explain away, by a system of 
types and figures, what our enfeebled intellect cannot grasp, 
still we have the plain declaration of God's Word, which it 
would be our higher wisdom to receive in its obvious meaning; 
and where we cannot comprehend, to lay our mouths in the 
dust, and silently adore." 

1 1 Pet. ii 6. 2 Gen. xli. 40. 
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do SO, on another ground. He "was a Je'w — a 
stranger, an alien, a captive ; one separated to 
God — a man of another nation, and subject to 
other laws. 

Does the life of Jesus of Nazareth afford no 
parallel to these things ? The first thing, when 
He enters upon His ministry, is His refusal to 
worship the prince of this world. Angels might, 
indeed, acknowledge the dignity of one of their 
own nature, but it had never been written for 
man that he should in any sense acknowledge 
him. Angels acknowledge angelic powers ; men 
are to be subject to human powers ; " He that 
cometh from above is above all.'' ^ As Son of God, 
Jesus was ohove the reverence which even Michael 
paid — as Son of man he was behw it. He was 
never subject to ordinances to which angels bow.* 
He was made, for a little while, lower than the 
angels — He laid hold of the seed of Abraham — 
that He might, through death, destroy him that 
had the power of death.'* " The Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil.''* Thus, as Son of man and Son of 
God, His mission was altogether different from 
that of angels. He was to them what Mordecai 
the Jew was to the servants of Ahasuerus. But, 
again, how early and how constantly do we find 
the devil's children* accusing Him' of trans- 

^ John iii 31. * Jude 9 ; Rom. xiii. 1,2. ^ Heb. ii 

* 1 John iil 8. « John viil 41. « Luke xx. 20—40. 
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pressing the law, especially that of the Sabbath. 
He met this charge in two ways — as Son of Grod, 
and as Son of man : " My Father worketh hitherto 
and I work/' ^ " The Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore, the 
Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath-day."' * 
The Sabbath was commemorative of a past, and 
anticipative of a future, rest ; but, while a most 
exquisite provision for man's spiritual, mental, 
and physical need, it was, as a present thing, 
a standing reproach to him. Man had, at the 
instigation of Satan, marred God's rest, and 
therefore the Father and His Son worked to 
restore it. As Son of man, He was Lord of the 
Sabbath, because He was the second Adam, and 
the Sabbath was made for man's enjoyment 
(which, while unfallen, lay in doing God's plea- 
sure), and was not subject to the ceremonial 
restrictions which were imposed under the law, 
when man's pleasure had become opposed to God.' 

5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 

6 reverence, then was Hama/nfvU ofwroiUi. And he thmtght scorn 
to lay hands on Mordecai alone ; for they had showed him the 
people of Mordecai : wherefore Hama/n, sotight to destroy all the 
Jews that were throttghout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even 
the people of Mordecai. 

"The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me." Therefore it was that his children 
sought to kill Jesus.* But this was not enough 

1 John V, 17. 2 Mark ii. 27, 28. 

' Compare Rev. iv. 11, with Isa. Iviii. 13. * Luke iv. 28, 29. 
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for the adversary. The people of Mordecai are 
hated for his sake. While Esther represents the 
corporate Church and the individual believer; 
the people of Mordecai typify the many members 
of which the body is composed — ^the "peculiar 
people '' for whom Jesus died.^ " They shall put 
you out of the synagogue ; yea, the time cometh 
that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service ; and these things will they do 
unto you, because they have not known the Father, 
nor Me"^ "The devil shall cast some of you 
into prison."' "Herod will seek the young 

Child* to destroy Him Then Herod {mount 

of pride *), when he saw that he was mocked of 
the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 
forth and slew all the children that were in 

Bethlehem Qiouse of bread ;^ house of war?) 

Then was fulfilled In Rama {lifted wp ;^ 

who is rejected,^) was there a voice heard 

Rachel {sheep ^^) weeping for her children.''" 

"Thine enemies make a tumult" they 

have taken crafty counsel against Thy hidden 
ones." '' 

1 1 Pet. ii 9. 

2 John xvi. 2, 3; xv. 20 ; Matt. v. 11 ; Acts xxii 4 ; 1 Thess. 
ii. 15. ' Rev. ii 10 ; xii. 13, &c. * Rev. xii. 4; see p. 65, note 3. 

« Herod also signifies glory of the skin (Acts xii. 23) ; am of the 
hero. 

« John vi 48—58. ' Eph. vi. 11—17. 8 Eph. ii. 6. 

9 Luke vi 22. »« Johu x. 11, 12. " Matt, il 13—18. 

« See Haman, p. 69. is Ps. Ixxxiii. 2—4. 
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The omniscience of Jesus has been noticed ; ^ 
the lack of it in Satan is here implied, as well as 
in verse 4: "They told Haman;"' "they had 
showed him the people of Mordecai/' * 

7 In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in l^e twelfth year 
of kvng Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman, 
from day to day, cmd from month to months to the twelfth month 
that is, the month Ada/r. 

Twelve is a number expressive of completeness. 
The twelve tribes; the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb ; the twelve foundations of the New Jeru- 
salem.' " The twelfth year of king Ahasuerus.'" 
" God hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
His Son."' * "' Upon whom the ends of the world 
[ages] are come.''* 

Nisan ... proof and temptation ; flight, banner. 
Adab ... high; eminent; power; greatness. 

Satan may cast his lot, but the whole disposing 

1 Page 63. 

2 "Foreknowledge he does not possess omnipresence is 

not his; but an army of zealous followers, well trained to 

execute his behests." — Principalities cmd Powers, 

3 Seven denotes a perfect whole — a imity. A seven of days, 
weeks, years, &c. A sacrifice, a famine, a feast, &c. — of seven. 
It describes various aspects of the same unity: as, the seven 
churches, the seven Spirits of Qod. Twelve indicates a whole 
composed of many parts: thus we have ten tribes and two, 
eleven apostles and one, two sixes of shew-bread, &c. It also 
conveys the idea of the parts being diverse from each other; 
thus the various names of the sons of Jacob ; the different stones 
in the breast-plate, and the diversity of the twelve foundations 
of the heavenly city. We do not mean that this is the only 
distinction between these numbers. 

* Heb. L 2. « 1 Cor. x. 11. 
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thereof is of the Lord.^ He overrules all for 
blessing, and what begins in proof and temptation, 
ends in eminence and power? For Satan is a 
party in the process^ of the sanctification of the 
elect.* Ham an is he that prepares^ the way for 
the blessing of the people of Mordecai. Blessed 
of the Lord is Joseph's land for the precious 
things thrust forth by the months.* 

d> And ITaman said vm.to king AhaaveruSy There is a certain peo- 
ple scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in oil the 
provinces of thy kingdom ; and their laws cure diverse from aU 
people ; neither keep they the kind's laws ; therefore it is not for 

9 the king's profit \it is not meet, or equal, for the kimg^ to suffer 
them. If it please the king, let it he written thai they may be 
destroyed [to destroy them] : and I will pay [iceigh'] ten thou- 
sand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the charge 

10 of the business, to bring it in4o the kin^s treaswries. And the 
king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman, 
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jew^ enemy [or op- 

11 prcssorl. And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given 
to thee, the people also, to do with them €u it seemeth good to 
thee. 

All that Haman says is true. "A people 
scattered/' &c. — "A great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and peoples, and tongues/'® " Their laws diverse 
from all people. — "This is His commandment, 
That we should believe on the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He gave 

1 Prov. xvi. 33. « Job xxiii. 1 0. 

3 See Satan and Haman, p. 69. * Book of Job ; Rev. ii. 10. 

* Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14 — 17. ^ Rev. vii 9. 
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US commandment/'^ "Neither keep they the 
king's laws." — " In many things we offend alL'' * 

" Therefore it is not equal for the king to suffer 
them/' Our translators have not improved the 
literal rendering here. Haman was too crafty to 
appeal to such a just and noble king's self-in- 
terest for the condemnation of his victims ; it is 
his justice he invokes. And so, having made out 
a true case — not having committed himself by a 
word too much — he demands judgment on the 
ground that it is not just to loyal subjects that 
the disobedient should be unpunished. But now 
leaks out the filth of his false heart ; he cannot 
comprehend a king wholly unselfish — he backs 
his prayer by a promise of a portion of the spoil. 

"He that ruleth among men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God." * He may suffer the 
evil-doers until they are accused to him ; but 
then, if there be no intercessor, judgment must 
immediately go forth. Therefore this noble king, 
while he rejects the proffered silver, at once fully 
authorizes the accuser to execute justice. 

Haman is again distinguished as the son of 
Hammedatha,* the Agagite. How "delicately" the 
trovhler of the law has walked® — how little he 
has said — how much he has accomplished. Those 
who have known the voice of the enemy and the 

1 1 John iii. 23. 2 james iiL 2. 3 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 

^ See Hammedatha, p. 69. Contrast Jolin v. 4. 
« 1 Sam XV. 32. 
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avenger dealing out the curses of the broken 
law, will need little explanation of all this. The 
law, holy, and just, and good, and life to the doer 
of it, is death to the transgressor. The broken 
law is Satan's weapon ; and God, because His 
laws, like those of the Medes and Persians, pass 
not away,^ must condemn the sinner, unless some 
way be found whereby that problem, impossible 
to man, may be solved — the justification of the un- 
godly. Oh, wondrous paradox — the astonishment 
of heaven, the glory of earth, the discomfiture of 
hell — a just God and yet a Saviour. This book 
of Esther shall teach us how the Just One suffers 
for the unjust ; how they live by His righteous- 
ness ; how strength is ordained out of the mouth 
of the weak, whereby the enemy and the avenger 
is for ever stilled; and how the riches of the 
glorious kingdom, and the honour of the excellent 
majesty, of the Great King are extolled thereby. 
But we anticipate the tale. 

12 Then were the hinges scribes [or secr€taries\ called on the thir- 
teenth day of the first month, aaid there was written accordin>g 
to all thai Ilaman had commanded, tmto the king's lietUenants, 
and to the governors that were over every province, and to the 
rulers of every people of evei'y province according to the writing 
thereof, and to every people after their language ; in the name of 
king Ahasuervs was it written, and sealed with the Icing's ring. 

\Z And the letters were sent hy posts into all the hin^s provinces, to 
destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young a/nd 
old, little children, a/nd women, in (me day, even upon the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth m^onth, which is the month Adar, 

^ Compaxe Est. i. 19, mar., with Matt v. 18. 
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14 and to tcike the spoil of them for a prey. The copy of the 
writing for a commandment to be given m evei'y province was 
published v/nto all people, that they should be ready against that 

15 day. The posts went out, bevng hastened by the hinges com- 
m,(mdmen^, amd the decree was given in SJmshxm the palace. 
And the king and ffaman sat down to drvnk; but the city 
Shushan was perplexed. 

All the king's servants unite with one consent 
to fulfil the bidding of his righteous law. Through- 
out the hierarchy of heaven one acquiescent shout 
is heard, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." 
And from the seven Spirits, the Scribes of Grod,^ 
through all gradations of the principalities and 
powers, to the myriad ministers that do His 
pleasure, the decree goes forth, that death, the 
wages of sin, be rendered unto every soul of man 
that doeth evil. There is no demur. The angels, 
that excel in strength, bless Jehovah, hearkening 
to the voice of His word. They know Him to be 
Love and Wisdom, and if they are perplexed, it 
is with wonder at the depth of His counsels. 
To drink together is a symbol of communion. 
Here we have again the Spirit representing the 
inscrutable ways of Grod according to His crea- 
tures' apprehensions of them. How similar to 
this are the transactions with Satan concerning 
Job. The "sons of God" may have been per- 
plexed thereby — they might wonder whereunto 
this would grow — but it was in assured expecta- 
tion that the issue would be His own glory and 

1 Ps. xlv. 1 ; Ecdes. xii. 10, 11 ; Exod. xxxii. 16 ; 2 Cor, iii. 8. 
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Job's blessing. Oh that it were always so with 
us ! that while His footsteps are not known, there 
were implicit confidence in Him. " I was envious 
at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked. When I thought to know this, it was 
too painful for me : until I went into the sanc- 
tuary of God ; then understood I their end. 
Surely Thou didst set them in slippery places." 
" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
Him, and He will show them His covenant." 
Though "clouds and darkness are round about 
Him, righteousness and judgment are the habita- 
tion of His throne." 

Note. — Since the preceding page was printed, a friend has 
written somewhat as follows : The Word does not say they drank 
together. Each drank; each had his own purposes, his own 
separate cup; and T imagine one was filled from the vine of 
Sodom— the wine of dragons and the cruel venom of asps (Deut. 
xxxii. 32, 33), spiced (Ezek. xxiv. 10), perhaps, by a foretaste of 
Is. xlix. 26 ; and the other with the love that is better than wine 
(Cant. i. 2) which makes the Lord "laugh at him; for He seeth 
that his day is coming" (Ps. zxxvil 13; Deut. xxxii. 34. See 
2 Cor. vi. 14). 



Q 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE MAN OF SORROWS AND THE ROYAL PRIESTHOOD. 

'* Thirty years among us dwelling, 
His appointed time fulfilled ; 
Given for this He meets His passion. 

For that this He freely willed ; 
On the Cross the Lamb is lifted, 
On whose death our hope we build." 

Venantius Fortunatus. 

1 When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his 
clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went oitt into the 

2 midst of the city, and cried with a loud a/nd a bitter cry ; and 
came even before the king's gate : for none might enter into the 

3 king's gate clothed with sackcloth. And in every province, 
whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree came, there 
was great moumin^f among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, 
and wailing ; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes [sackcloth 
and asJies were laid under many]. 

"When Jesus perceived their thoughts.''^ "By 
His knowledge shall my Righteous Servant justify 
many, for He shall bear their iniquities.'' ^ Mor- 
decai was the watchful one while all others slept 
during this hour of the power of darkness, and 
therefore he, and only he, perceived ail that was 
done. And was not this perception of cUl that 

1 Luke V. 22 ; p. 63, note 7. * Isa. liil 11. 
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• 

was done — of the sentence of Eternal Justice 
against sin — that which filled the bitter cup 
which Jesus drained on the fearful night, when 
" being in an agony, He prayed more earnestly, 
and His sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground " ? * Then was 
heard His loud and bitter cry ; in New Testament 
language, " strong crying and tears/' There was a 
great cry in Egypt * on this same passover night, 
because their firstborn were slain ; here, God's 
Firstborn suffers the doom of Egypt, that His 
brethren may go free. 

Clothes rent, sackcloth, and ashes — grief, con- 
fession, humiliation, repentance. There were two 
stages in the sufferings of Christ — Gethsemane 
and Calvary. At Gethsemane He was made a 
spectacle to angels ; there 

" The powers of hell united press'd, 
And squeezed His heart, and bruised His breast ; " 

there an angel appeared unto, Him from heaven, 
strengthening Him. No man saw His agony 
there, for His disciples slept.' At Calvary He 
was made a spectacle to men ; * there man cruci- 
fied Him, and there those whom He loved beheld 
Him suffer. These two periods appear to be 
prefigured in Mordecai, when first, he cried with 
a loud and bitter cry in the midst of the city, 
and afterwards, came before the king's gate — 

^ Luke xxii. 44. 2 Exod. xii. 30. 

3 Luke xxu. 43-46. * 1 Cor. iv. 9. 
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typically, the gate of Jerusalem ; spiritually, the 
gate of the .Church. "For the bodies of those 
beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary 
by the high priest for sin, are burned without the 
camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanc- 
tify the people with His own blood, suffered with- 
out the gate." For confessed sinners ("clothed in 
sackcloth "), " might not enter " into the Church, 
until the sin had been washed away by blood. 

The third verse speaks of the fellowship of the 
sufferings of Jesus. There we see different mea- 
sures of apprehension in the saints of God. With 
all, there is great mourning, and fasting, and 
weeping, and wailing ; for true repentance must 
ever be accompanied with godly sorrow on 
account of sin. But not all, though many, '* lay 
in sackcloth and ashes/' Not all " go forth unto 
Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.'' 
The Corinthians sorrowed after a godly sort, but 
they were not fools for Christ;^ they had not 
learned, like Moses, to esteem His reproach 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. 

4 So Bither's maids and her chamberlains [eumu^] came and told 
it her. Then was the queen exceedingly grieved; and she sent 
raiment to clothe Mordecai, cmd to take away his sackcloth Jrom 
him : hvt he received it not. 

According as the graces of the Spirit ' are in 
exercise (and the greatest of these is love), we are 

» Compare 2 Cor. vil 9—11, with 1 Cor. iv. 10; 2 Cor. xL 
19-_21. * See p. 48, Esther's maidens. 
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sensible of the sufferings of Christ. The first 
two chapters represent the heavenly calling of 
the true Esther, and contemplate her as having 
nothing in herself, but possessing ajl things in 
Jesus. She is therefore without spot and blame- 
less. Here, however, we are to see her as she 
practically is in her walk down here, clogged 
with a vile body of sin and death — to behold her 
failures, and to learn their cause and cure ; 
observing also, however, that she is still in 
heavenly places. The chamberlains here, as else- 
where, denote the Holy Spirit.^ He tells us all 
things concerning Jesus. 

Here we find Esther exhibiting intense affec- 
tion for Mordecai, but failing to apprehend the 
necessity for his suffering. The best comment 
we can offer upon her conduct is this: "From 
that time forth began Jesus to show unto His 
disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders, and chief 
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day. Then Peter took Him, and 
began to rebuke Him, saying. Pity Thyself, Lord ; 
this shall not be unto Thee. But He turned and 
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan ; 
thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but those that be 
of men." * Mordecai " received it not." 

^ The chamberlains are always eunuchs ; intimating the con- 
trast between flesh and spirit ^ Matt. xvi. 21 — 23^ mar. 
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5 Thj&n, called Esther for Hatach, one of the Mug's chamberlains, 
whom he had appointed to attend upon her {set before her], and 
gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to know what it wa^, and 

6 why it was. So Hatach went forth to Mordecai wnto the street of 
the city, which wojS before the kings gate. 

Hatach ... Hebrew: he that strikes. Persian: truth. 

Heb. "Thy Rod"^ and Thy Staff' they comfort 
me/'^ "Hath He smitten him as He smote those 

that smote him ? and this is all the fruit — 

to take away his sin." * Pers. " When the Com- 
forter is come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of Truth which 
proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of 
Me."* 

Here again the Hebrew and the Persian refer 
to the earthly and the heavenly. 

Personal communication between Mordecai and 
Esther has for the present ceased. There are 
two reasons for this, which in New Testament 
language are as follow : " Henceforth I will not 
talk much with you ; for the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me."* "It is ex- 
pedient for you that I go away, for, if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
but if I depart, I will send Him unto you."^ 
Their personal intercourse is not resumed until 
Mordecai rules over the house of Haman ; ® until 

1 Isa. xi. 4, with 2 Thess. ii. 8. 

2 Isa. xxvi. 3 ; 1 Sam. xvii. 40 ; Gen. xxxii. 10 ; Mark vi. 8. 
. 3 Ps. xxiii. 4. * Isa. xxvii. 7 — 12 ; Hegai, p. 46. 

. * John XV. 26. * John xiv. 30. 7 John xvL 7. ® Chap. viii. 2. 
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He, whose right It is, rules over the kingdoms of 
this world. 

The offices of Hegai and Shaashgaz had no 
exclusive reference to Esther, but had ever been 
fulfilled toward all the women. Hatach, how- 
ever, is set before her by the king for her especial 
service. He is introduced in the time of trouble 
as the means of communication between her and 
Mordecai. Surely this is the Comforter, the 
promise of the Father, whom Jesus sent to speak 
of Him during His absence. John xiv. 16 — 18 ; 
XV. 26, 27; xvi. 13 — 15, contain the promises of 
which this is the foreshown fulfilment. Esther 
cannot rest without communion with her kins- 
man. She must know what and why it was. 
When Jesus was with His disciples, they were 
often afraid to ask Him what they desired to 
know. ^ But when the Spirit came, all that 
passed away. " He helpeth our infirmities."' He 
brings all things to our remembrance which Jesus 
spake, and introduces us to freer and happier 
communion with our absent Lord than ever the 
disciples knew when He was present with them. 

A comparison of the sixth verse with Rev. 
xxii. 14, 15, and Ezra x. 9, may give us an 
intenser apprehension of the place into which 
our sins brought the Root and the Ofispring of 
David, and the bright and Morning Star. In 
what way this verse was fulfilled " I know not ; 
teach Thou me."' 

1 Mark ix. 32 ; John iv. 26, 27, 33. 
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7 And Mordecai told km, of aU that had happened wnto him, and 
of the 8wm, of the moTiey ihxU Hama/n had promised to pay to the 

8 hin^i trea^av/ries for the JewSj to destroy them. AUohe gave him 
the copy of the writing of the decree that was given dt Shusham, to 
destroy them, to show it v/nto Esther, and to decUvre it wnto her, 
and to chofrge her thai she shotdd go in v/nto the king, to make 
sttpplication v/nto him, and to make request before him for her 

9 people. And Hatach came cmd told Esther the words of Mor- 
decai, 

"Unto himJ' "Surely He hath borne our 

griefs, and carried our sorrows The Lord 

hath made the iniquities of us all to meet on 
Him,'*^ The sum of the money was 10,000 
talents of silver. A talent is equal to 3000 
shekels ; 10,000 x 3000 = 30 [000,000] pieces of 
silver.* A lesson as to Satan's promises. 

"The writing of the decree."' "Blotting out 
the handwriting of ordinances [decrees] that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it 
out of the way, nailing it to His cross ; and 
having spoiled principalities and powers, He 
made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it.''' The further instruction of this 
eighth verse is very precious. E,Qmembering 
Mordecai's loud and bitter cry, and the charge 
he now sends to Esther, let us turn to the New 
Testament. "Who, in the days of His flesh, 
^hen He had offered up prayers and supplica- 
tions, with strong crying and tears, unto Him 
that was able to save Him from [out of] death, 

* Isa. liii. 4, 6, war. * Matt, xxvii. 9. * CoL ii 14, 16. 
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and was heard in that He feared." * " In every- 
thing, by prayer and supplication with thanksr 
giving, let your requests be made known unto 
God.''* "Be strong in the Lord, and in the 

power of His might Praying always with 

all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication, for all saints."* 

With the ninth verse, and remembering the 
cessation of personal intercourse between Esther 
and Mordecai, compare, "These things* have I 
spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 
But the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father shall send in my name. He shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."* 

10 Again Esther spake tmto Hata^K and gave him commandment 

11 wnto Mordecai ; All ihe Icings servants, and ^ people of the 
hin^s provinces^ do know, that whosoever, whether man or 
womam, shall come unto the king into the inner cov/rt, who is not 
called, there is one lam of his to put him to death, except such to 
whom the king shaU hold out the golden sceptre, that he ma/y 
live : hU I have not been caUed to come in unto the king them 

12 thirty days. And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. 

How sad the failure here ! She who has been 
raised from nothing to share the throne of such 
a glorious kingdom, and to partake with such 
a king the honour of his excellent majesty, and 
to wear his royal crown, now classes herself with 

iHeb. V. 7. 2Phil. iv. 6. » Eph. vi. 10— 18. 

* John xiv. 19—26, with Est ii. 20. « John xiv. 26, 26. 
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his servants and the people of his provinces. 
Nay, she cites their experience to prove that 
which, if it applied to her, would tear the diadem 
from her brow, and drive her to the burning 
blackness of Ethiopia.^ The expression " man or 
woman,^^ apparently tautologous as used by Es- 
ther, acquires great significance when we re- 
member whom Esther typifies; for "ye are all 
the children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus. 
For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female : for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus" ^ Observe that this was written 
to the Galatians, because they were removed 
from the grace of Christ into another gospel, 
which was not another. They were become en- 
tangled again with the yoke of bondage — the 
law. Now this was just where Esther was. 
" There is one law*' Our escape from the law is 
through death, and in resurrection life there is 
neither man nor woman, but a new creation in 
Christ Jesus. Not one jot may pass away from 
the law till all be fulfilled, and death is its one 
penalty. So Paul says, "I through the law am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I 
am crucified with Christ — I do not frustrate the 
groA^e of God : for if righteousness came by the law, 

* See Ethiopia, p. 2. 

a Gal. iii. 26—28. GaL iii 26, explains iii. 20. 
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Christ is dead in vain/'^ The law takes effect 
upon man, that is, the flesh. But the New Man, 
which is of the Divine nature — of Christ and of 
God — has nothing to do with law ; for the Son 
of God became the Son of man, that we might 
become the sons of God. 

" One law of his," Oh, Esther ! Hide thy face, 
my own unloving heart, thou sayest it. 

The inner court is the presence of God ; the 
Golden Sceptre, Christ our Righteousness.* 

"Thirty days''— a full month. The time of 
mourning for the dead.^ The time during which 
prayer was forbidden.* The time during which 
the beautiful captive was to mourn her father 
and mother in her future husband's house.* A 
month was an appointed time.® " He appointed 
the moon for seasons.'"' The year was divided 
into twelve months. The work of Hegai occupied 
this time. The months typify processes of inward 
sanctification — the progress of pregnancy before 

1 Gal. ii. 19—21. * gge chap. v. 1, 2. 

3 Num. XX. 29 ; 2 Sam. xi. 26— Rom vii 1—4 ; Isa. Iva 18, 19 ; 
Zech. xii. 10. * Dan. vi. 7. 

* Deut. xxi. 13 ; Ezek. xvi. 3 ; Est. ii. 6, 7 ; pp. 40, 41. 

® Num. xi. 19,20. See the first two lines of the quotation at 
the head of this chapter. " The new moon — the time appointed " 
(Ps. Ixxxi. 3). In the Revelation, the moon is beneath the 
woman's feet (Rev. xii. 1). When the Lord Christ has delivered 
up the kingdom to the Father, there will be no moon (1 Cor. xv. 
24 — 28 ; Ps. Ixxii. 7, mar.). His and our glory will be fully per- 
fected, when all things shall be subdued unto Him, that God may 
be all things in all. "^ Ps. civ. 19 ; Isa. xl. 2, mar. ; Hab. ii. 3. 
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fruit is brought forth to God. "Knowest thou 
the time when the wild goats of the rock * bring 
forth? canst thou mark when the hinds' do 
calve ? canst thou number the months they fulfil ? 
or knowest thou the time when they bring forth ?3 
They bow themselves, they bring forth their 
young ones, they cast out their sorrows/'* Chil- 
dren, in the Word, are ever a type of the fruit 
which is brought forth, whether to God or to the 
flesh.* Belief of the truth — conception ; sealing of 
the Spirit — quickening ; result — children : fruits 
of the Spirit, or righteousness. At thirty years of 
age "the Jewish priest entered on his office.^'* 
Esther has been unconsciously prepared, during 
these thirty days, for the intercessory [priestly] 
work with which Mordecai will occupy her. 

In the twelfth verse do we not see the Spirit 
grieved? They, not Hatach, "told to Mordecai 
Esther's words/' The Heavenly Dove is silenced 
by the chatterings of the birds of the air which 
lodge in the branches. The ever-blessed Spirit 
will not, cannot, convey the messages of our 
unbelief to Him who shrank not, for our sakes, 
from shame and spitting, nor from death itself 
The Teacher is removed into a corner, by the 

1 Ps. civ. 18. Wild goats — saints; the Rock — Christ. 

2 Ps. xxii Title, mar. ; 20, mew. * Comp. John iii. 8 ; Ecc. xi. 5. 

* Job xxxix. 1 — 3 ; Luke i 57 ; ii. 7 ; John xvi. 19 — 22. 

* Ps. cxiii. 9 ; cxxvii 3, with Matt. vi. 1, mon, 6 ; cxxxvii. 7 — 9. 
^ Num. iv. 3 ; Gen. idL 46 ; Luke iii 23 ; Jukes on the Gospels, 

pp. 118—120. 
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foul spirit which makes its hold in the heart 
which loves itself and its own ease, and shrinks 
from service to Jesus and His little ones.^ 

13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with 
Hiyself that thou sftalt escape in the king's house, more tham. all 

li the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, 
then shall there enlargement [respiration] and deliverance ariw 
to the Jews from another place ; but thou and thy father^s house 
shall be destroyed : amd who knoweth whether thmb art come to 
the kingdom for such a t'me as this f 

Antinomianism will not do. To dwell in selfish 
ease in the consciousness of personal safety from 
the wrath to come, is not the will of our Father 
concerning us. There can be no security for 
Esther, if the people are destroyed; for if "one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it."^ 
It is a sin of no small account in Jesus' sight, to 
think slightingly of any of His brethren. To 
despise them is to despise Him. " Inasmuch as 
ye did it not to one of these my least brethren, 
ye did it not to me.'' ' We live in a world whose 
god is Satan, the enemy of the brethren of Jesus, 
and the avenger of a broken law. He, the ad- 
versary, walketh about like a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour. And this, in "the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God,'' is made the occasion for the 
exercise of that royal priesthood which is the 
appointed service of the people of the living God. 

* Isa. XXX. 20 ; Rev. xviii. 2 ; Matt, xviii. 6, 10. 
2 1 Cor. xu. 26. 3 Matt. xxv. 40, 46. 
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To minister in the priest's office is the calling of 
every saint. The promise to Israel was that 
they should be a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation ^ — that they should be named the priests 
of the Lord, and the ministers of our God ; * but 
these promises were never fulfilled to the nation, 
because all the promises of God are yea and 
amen in Christ, and only in Him, and therefore 
they wait their accomplishment to the earthly 
Israel, until that day when they shall look on 
Him whom they have pierced, and mourn for 
Him as for an only son.' But we now have the 
promises,* because we have Christ ; therefore we 
are the kingdom of priests.* But oh the failure 
in the exercise of this precious ministry. Prac- 
tically, it is as it was of old — of Israel a tribe,® 
and of Levi a family.' How few saints are really 
priests — how few eat the sin-offering, thus bear- 
ing the iniquity of the congregation.^ And why ? 
Because intercession, as we shall see, involves 
real crucifixion of the flesh. "This is a people 
robbed and spoiled ; they are all of them snared 
in holes, and they are hid in prison-houses ; they 
are for a prey, and none delivereth ; for a spoil, 
and none saith. Restore.^'* "It is better for 
thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than 
having two eyes to be cast into hell-fire. Take 

1 Exod xix. 6. 2 isa, ixi. 6. 3 Zech. xii. 10 ; Isa. IxL 4—6. 

* 2 Cor. vii. 1. « Rev. i. 6. « Num. iii, 40—51. 

"^ Exod. xxviii. 40 — 43. Levi, joined [in love]. See Gen. 

xxix. 34. * Lev. x. 17. » Isa. xliL 22. 
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heed that ye despise not one of these little ones. 
It is not the will of your Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish." ^ 

"Respiration and deliverance shaU arise/' — 
"Verily I say unto you, "Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and 
whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven/' ^ " Thou and thy father's house shall 
be destroyed/' — "Whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it"* Dear reader, are you an heir? 
if so, "who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this ? " The 
royal gifts of the ascended Christ* are given, 
not for individual aggrandizement, but for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ ; that " being sincere in 
love, we may grow up into Him in all things, 
who is the Head — Christ ; from whpm the whole 
body, fitly joined together, and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love/' 

Esther is come to the kingdom, and yet the 
power of the kingdom is a future thing. She is 
the king's elect queen, but when she reigns it 
will be with Mordecai.'* "It is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom ; " ® "I 

1 Matt, xviii. 9 — 14 ; Intercession, p. 57. * Mati xviii. 18. 
3 Matt. xvi. 25. * Eph. iv. 7, 8 ; Rev. L 6 ; 1 Pet. ii 9. 

^ See chap, viii 1, 2, 16 ; ix. 29—32. « Luke xii 32. 
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appoint unto you a kingdom." ^ But the time has 
not come when judgment shall be given to the 
saints of the Most High. We do not yet possess 
the kingdom.* * " He hath made for us a kingdom 
— priests unto Him who is His God and Father.'' * 
Priesthood now and the reign to come. Oh, 
praise the Lamb, the odours which fill the golden 
vials are the prayers of saints. How precious 
has His work made them 1 And the kingdom 
will surely come. " They lived and reigned with 

Christ a thousand years This is the first 

resurrection."* But is there no kingdom now? 
There surely is. If Christ's is a finished work, 
and if faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
there must be a kingdom now. God " hath trans- 
lated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love."* 
"The kingdom of God is within you."* This is 
the true, the spiritual, the everlasting, kingdom , 
the kingdom of all ages."' But there is no 
spiritual truth which God has not explained by 
a palpable and very intelligible type. There is 
no spiritual thing in Scripture which has not its 
literal counterpart : even as there is nothing in 
the firmament above, nor on the earth, nor in the 
waters under the earth, that is not the shadow 
of some spiritual reality ; ® for where there is a 

1 Luke zxii. 29. See also Heb. xli. 28. ^ Dan. viL 22. 

3 Rev. i 6. — TregeUes'aV&rsum, * Rev. xx. 4, 6. 

^ Col. i 18, m(vr^ ® Luke xvii. 21. 

7 Dan. vii. 27 ; Ps. cxlv. 18, mar, ^ Comp. Rom. i 19, 20. 
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shadow, there must be a substance ; where there 
is a substance, there must be a shadow. The 
spiritual kingdom is the substance, the millen- 
nial kingdom is the shadow. For earthly things 
are shadows of heavenly things. The reign of 
a thousand years is the kingdom of the Son of 
man; it is the dominion of the first Adam re- 
stored, and far more than restored, in the Second. 
It is therefore the type of the kingdom of the 
Son of God — of that kingdom into which the 
believer is translated at his birth from above : ^ 
the kingdom of Christ in the heart of the believer 
over the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life : * the kingdom which our inner 
man shares with Him now, over the outward 
man,^ just in the measure in which we livingly 
apprehend by faith the power of His resurrection 
and the fellowship of His sufferings : the kingdom 
which, in accomplished resurrection, will endure, 
when the thousand years, about which now the 

" children of one family * 
Fall out, and chide, and fight,** 

shall be known as one, and only one, of the 
"good things," wherewith the Father of glory 
will crown the eternal life which is in His Son. 
Oh that God's dear children knew how much they 
lose by disputing whether the kingdom is literal 
or spiritual ; that they would but be persuaded that 

1 Col. i. 13 ; John iii. 3, mar, * See 2 Cor. x. 4 — 6. 

3 Rev. iii. 21. * Eph. iv. 6. 

H 
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* 

it is both — that the literal and the spiritual are 
to each other body and soul ! 

Oh controversy ! breath of hell ! My God, 
hasten in Thine own time the day, when there 
shall be one Lord and His name one.^ When 
the cursed Canaanite (merchant), who, like a slave, 
exposed his father's nakedness, shall be no more 
in the house of the Lord of hosts.' When the 
Pharisees (lovers of division) shall not grieve the 
Lord away,' nor His journey through Samaria* 
(the Church), weary Him. When, instead of the 
briar (Samaria), shall grow up the myrtle-tree. 
When the parcel of land, taken out of the hand 
of the Amorite with sword and bow,** shall not 
be purchased with J 00 pieces of money, or 100 
lambs : * nor be given to one above his brethren, 
but for the perfecting of all. When Jacob's well 
shall not supplant the well of living water ; nor 
Jesus be reminded there of the crucifixion hour ; "^ 
nor ask in vain for drink ; nor His disciples go 
away into Sychar (drunkeniiess)^ to buy meat. 
When the Samaritan woman, ceasing from him 

1 Zech. xiv. 9 ; Eph. iv. 6. * Gen. ix. 20—27; Zech. xiv. 21. 

3 Compare 1 Cor. i. 12 — 14, with John iv. 1 — 3. 

* Through which Jesus passes on His way from Jewish rejec- 
tion to Gentile blessing (John iv. 8, 4, 46) ; whose people are 
neither Jew nor G«ntile, but G«ntile branches graffed into a 
Jewish stem (2 Kings xvil 24 ; Rom. xL 17). * Ps. xliv. 6. 

^ Compare Gten. xlviii 22, and zxxiiL 19, mwr. ; with Luke 
XV. 4, 8. "^ John iv. 6 ; xix. 14. 

8 Syohar also signifies ^riM^m^. Compare Rev. iii 17. Have 
we not got into Laodicean days? Then "lift up your heads, for 
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T\'ho is no husband, and wedded to and truly 
worshipping her Lord and Christ, shall know 
the Oift of God — His Righteousness — to be greater 
than her father Jacob, and unto all and upon all 
them that believe. 

15, 16 Then Esther hade them return Mordecai this answer, Go, 
gather together all the Jews that are present \fotmd] in Shushan, 
amd fast ye for me, and neiiker eat nor drink three days, night 
or day : I also and my maidens mil fast likewise ; cmd so will I 
go in unto the king, which is not according to the law : and if I 

17 perish, I perish. So Mordecai went his way \jpassed\, and did 
according to ctU that Esther had commanded him, 

Esther now begins to practise what Jesus 
taught when He said, " If two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching anything that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who 
is in heaven ; for where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them/'^ "If any will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
me/' The work that Esther has before her is, 
by intercession, to deliver those who, through 
fear of death, are subject to bondage. "How 
can one dispossess the strong man armed — the 

enemy of souls except he first bind him by 

such prayer as (being ofiered in Jesus' name), 
is ratified in heaven? But a royal priest must 

your redemption draweth nigh " (Matt. xxiv. 49, 60 ; Luke xxL 
28). Let us open our mouths wide for the latter rain (Joel ii. 
23 ; Job xxix. 23 ; xxzvii. 6). 
1 Matt, xviii. 19, 20. 
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first die (that is, crucify his flesh), before he can 
SO help, in resurrection life, a prison-bound brother 
or sister on earth/' ^ Esther therefore, in her 
three days' fast, in fellowship with the suflerings 
of Mordecai, crucifies her flesh. So he, upon- 
whom came the care of all the churches, says 
Phil. iii. 8 — 11. Thus Esther, yielding at length 
to Mordecai, the spirit conquering in its conflict 
with the flesh, counts not her life dear : desiring 
to be found, not having on her own righteousness, 
which is of the law (for to go in unto the king 
is not according to the law), but that which is 
through faith. And this will turn out to be the 
righteousness acknowledged by the king. 

Nevertheless, there is still the leaven of un- 
belief; for if she had fully known the worthiness 
of Mordecai, or the kindness of the king, she 
would never have uttered that distrustful word, 
" If I perish, I perish." 

With the closing verse, read, " I am among you 
as He that serveth.'' * The three davs of Esther's 
fast, with the thirty previously mentioned, make 
up the thirty-three days of purification.' They 
are also parallel to the thirty years and three of 
the life of our Lord on earth ; which, again, are 
symbolized in David's thirty mighty and three 
mightiest men.* 

* The Power of Intercession, pp. 4, 5. A very precious exposi- 
tion of Matt, xviii. Binna cmd Ooodmn, Is. 6d. 

« Luke xxu. 27. ^ Lev. xiL 4. * 1 Chron. xL 11—25. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE THRONE OF GRACE, THE FAITHFUL WITNESS, 
THE PROUD DOER, AND THE TREE. 



" Here the ornaments of beauty, 
Here the robes of priestly duty, 
Chief of all, the fedr long vest" 

" tree of beauty, tree of light ! 
O tree with royal purple dight ! 
Elect, upon whose faithful breast. 
Those holy limbs should find their rest ; 
On whose dear arms, so widely flung. 
The weight of this world's Ransom hung. 
The price of humankind to pay. 
And spoil the spoiler of his prey/' 

Neale's Mediaeval Hymns. 

1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther piU on her 
royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king's house, 
over against the king's house : a/nd the king sat upon his royal 

2 throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house. And 
it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing vn the 
cowrt, that she obtained favour in his sight : a/nd the king held 
out to Esther the golden sceptre that waa in his hand. So Esther 

3 drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. Then said the 
king vMo her. What unit thou, Queen Esther f and what is thy 
request ? it sfiall he even given thee to the haZf of the kingdom. 

Very different is the tone now from " If I perish, 
I perish/' On this, the third, the resurrection 
day, there is of necessity a change of dress. The 
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grave-clothes were left in the tomb when Jesus 
rose. The garb which suited confession and 
humiliation would be very unfitting for the 
inner court, and for priestly work. It must be 
royal apparel, garments for glory and for beauty.^ 
Royal apparel : the righteousness of Christ — the 
Anointed — the King : the righteousness which is 
through the faith of Christ — the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.^ "Christ a King."^ 
Faith sees the royalty which the world denies — 
sees in the " Despised and Rejected of men " the 
King's Son, and the Heir of the kingdom — sees 
the glory beyond the sufferings, and therefore 
puts on royal apparel. And yet it was from 
Ahasuerus that her royal apparel had originally 
been received ; for it is the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ ; * every good and every perfect gift cometh 
down from the Father of lights.* 

Esther stood in the inner court — came boldly 
to the throne of grace.* Haman came into the 
outward court.' The way into the holiest is not, 
nor ever will be, made manifest® to any who do 
not wear the garments of salvation, the robe of 
Jesus' righteousness.* Blessed be His name, the 
new and living way, which He hath consecrated 

* Exod. xxviii. 40. ^ Phil. iii. 9. ' Luke xxiiL 2. 

* Eph. 18. « James i. 17. « Heb. iv. 16. 
1 Chap vi 4. 8 Heb. ix. 8. » Isa. bd. la 
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for us through the veil, the Adrersary can 
never tread. There we are beyond his power. 
The new and living wsj would be an unfitting 
path for that old serpent, whose only power is 
the power of death. The blood which he shed 
laid bare no way for him/ The inner court was 
over against the king's house ; this was where 
Jacob got. " How dreadful is this place ; this is 
none other but the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven.''* Nevertheless it was the foot 
of the ladder ; but we climb the ladder. The 
king sits on his royal throne in the royal house, 
and Esther must go in there. Jacob found the 
gate of heaven a dreadful place, but we, having 
access by the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ into 
this grace wherein we stand, rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.® "For God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, is He who 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ."* The king was there. He is 
always there. The glory was never absent from 
above the mercy-seat. " I said not unto the seed 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain."* The throne, 
and He that sat thereon, could be seen from the 
inner court, for it was over against the gate of 
the house. Contrast the melancholy moan of 

^ Heb. X. 19, 20; laa. xxxv. 8, 9; Job xxviii. 7, 8, ^1, 
2 Gen. xxviii 17. ^ Rom. v. 2. 

* 2 Cor. iv. 6, mar, * Isa, qdv. 19, 
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Balaam's prophecy: "I shall see Him, but not 
now: I shall behold Him, but not nigh!'*^ 
" What nation is there so great, who hath God so 
nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is, in all 
things that we call upon Him for V'^ 

Esther is kept in no suspense. She finds im- 
mediate favour. The Golden Sceptre is at once 
extended to her: for we are accepted in the 
Beloved ; and if we come clothed with Him, the 
answer, even before we call, is the same Jesus 
held out as the Golden Sceptre. No, there is no 
delay ; for " as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.'' "At 
that day ye shall ask in my name ; and I say not 
unto you that I will pray the Father for you ; 
for the Father Himself loveth you, because ye 
have loved me, and have believed that I came 
out from God." ' 

Esther drew near. ** Let us draw near/' * She 
touched the top of the Sceptre. " And as many 
as touched were made perfectly whole." ** " That 
which we have looked upon and our hands have 
handled of the Word of life." « " Before they call 
I will answer ; and while they are yet speaking 

^ Num. xxiv. 17. * Deut. iv. 7; Ps. cxxxviii 6. 

3 John xvi. 26, 27. * Heb. x. 22. « Matt. xiv. 86. 

^ 1 John i. 1. There is an intimate connection between the 
Sceptre and the Word. Compare Esther v. 2, with Deut. viii. 3 ; 
Ps. xvii. 4 ; cvii 20 ; Prov. xiii. 18 ; Matt. viii. 8 ; John i. 14 ; Acts 
xiii. 26; Eph. vi. 17; and Numb. xxiv. 17, with Rev. xix. 13 — 
21 ; Luke iv. 32 ; Hab. iiL 9 ; Eccles. viii 4. 
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I will hear/' * Before Esther has time or power 
to utter her request, she is assured that 

"All needful grace will He bestow, 
And crown that grace with glory too." 

It is all according to the hand of the king.^ And 
so far from withholding the Sceptre, he is careful 
to remind her who she is : " What wilt thou, 
Queen Esther V And if he gives life, he gives 
all that can adorn life — to the half of his glorious 
kingdom — to an equal share with himself — he 
will grant her request. " For the Lord God is a 
Sun and Shield ; the Lord will give grace and 
glory ; no good thing will He withhold from them 
that walk uprightly/' ' 

4 And Esther answered, If it seem good tmto the Icing, let the hing 
and Hamxm come this day unto the banquet thai I have prepared 

5 for him» Then the Icing said, Cause Ham>aai to make haste, thai 
he may do as Esther hath said. So the king and Haman came 
'to the ham,quet that Esther had pr&pared. 

Poor Esther! Is there anything so hard to 
learn as grace ? This banquet of hers — this en- 
deavour to add something of her own — to do 
something to propitiate, or at least to please, the 
king, what a mistake it was ! She did not truly 
know him yet. How much hand-worship is there, 
even in the Church, of a comparatively unknown 
God ! * Has Esther forgotten how she gained the 
crown?* 

"The banquet that / have prepared.'* Oh, 

^ Isa. Ixv. 24. 2 Chap, i 7. ^ Ps. Ixxxiv. 11 ; ciii. 4, 6. 
* Acts xvii. 23—25. « Page 64, lines 12—16. 
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that miserable " I/' Dear Esther, grace shall 
teach thee humbler things than these. The king, 
when he has shown thee what thou art when he 
withdraws himself for a moment,^ will teach thee 
also that he is the Giver and not the Receiver ; 
and grace — rich, immeasurable grace — shall bring 
thee to his feet in tears.* Mordecai had bid her 
prepare no banquet ; and if proof be needed that 
she failed in doing so, let this suffice — Haman 
was her guest The Galilean speech will betray 
itself. The old nature never yet succeeded in 
its attempt to counterfeit the new. Her blessing 
bad always been to do the commandment of 
Mordecai,* but now she mingles her obedience 
with something of her own. Would Mordecai, 
who stood not up nor moved for him,* have in- 
vited Haman to any feast of his ? " Thou art an 
offence unto me,'' supplies the answer. "/" can 
do nothing but sin. The saint can of himself 
prepare no banquet for his Lord, without in- 
viting Satan too. Just so far as he is a dis- 
obedient child, he is prompted by the spirit that 
now worketh in the world.* Nothing less than a 
God of all grace would do for us : therefore the 
king goes to the banquet, even in such abhorrent 
company. For though, in his sovereign pleasure, 
he had chosen to hold intercourse with Haman, 
how could Esther think of associating him with 

1 Chap, vil 7, 8. » Chap. vui. 1—8. » Chap, ii 20. 

* Verse 9. « Eph. ii 2. 
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one, whom she could speak of only as a wicked 
adversary ? * What a picture ! the service, of the 
hand, if not the affections of the heart, divided 
between God and Satan. "Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols,'' ^ " the works of your own 
hands/' * 

6 And the king said wnto Father at the banquet of wine. What ii 
thy petition? and it shall be granted ^lee: and what ia thy 
request ? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed, 

7 Then answered Esther ^ and said, My petition and my request is : 
S Jf I ha/ve fotmd fcnnmr in the sight of the king, and if it please 

the king to grant my petition, and to perform [do] my request, let 
the king and Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare 
for them, and I will do to-morrow as the king hath said. 

All the king cares to know is, how he may 
show kindness to her whom he has deigned to 
love. But Esther will not buy without money 
and without price, but will prepare a banquet 
for the second day. 

9 Then went ffaman forth that day joyful and with a glad heart : 
but when Haman saw Mordecai in the kin^s gate, thai he stood 
not up, nor moved for him, he was full of indignation againtt 

10 Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and when 
he cam>e home, he sent and called for [ca/used to come] his friends, 

11 and Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of 
his riches, a/nd the multitude of his children, cmd all the things 
wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 

12 him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman said, 
moreover, Ted, Esther the queen did let no man come in with 
the king unto the banquet that aAc had prepared but myself; 

13 and to-morrow am I invited unto her also with the king. Yet 
all this availeth me nothmg, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the king's gate. 

1 Chap. vile. MJohnT. 21. » Isa. ii 8; iTeft. iv. 10. 
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How summarily the banquet is passed over. 
The king finds no enjoyment, and Esther no 
blessing. The only person pleased or edified is 
Haman ; and he goes out chuckling, as well he 
may, over his success with the queen. But he is 
speedily mortified. Mordecai meets and thwarts 
him at every turn, until at last he perishes 
on the tree which he had prepared for the man 
whom it was the king's delight to honour. Pre- 
cious, precious Kinsman and Redeemer ! Faithful 
Witness ! Righteous Servant ! 

" Through sufifering here, beneath His feet 
He trod the fierce Avenger down ! 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet. 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ? " 

The enemy may boast himself of his riches, and 
his_ glory, and his children ; he may be apparently 
high in favour with the elect of God (alas ! he 
often is), but all this availeth nothing, so long as 
the Bruised One sitteth in the king's gate. This 
is the third day, and therefore Mordecai is no 
longer without, but sitteth in the king's gate. 

14 Then said Zeresk hu wife and all his friends unto him, Let a 
gallows [tree] be made of ffty cMts high, and to-morrow speak 
thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon : then 
go thou in merrily unth the Icing u/nto the banquet. And the 
thing pleased Havium ; and he caused the gallows [tree] to be 
made. 

Mordecai must die. Nothing less than blood 
will satisfy the adversary's hate. If Haman is 
to retain his position, Mordecai must perish. 
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Nothing can be more clear than that. All his 
power is a name, a dream, if this calm, silent,^ 
wonder-working Jew be not destroyed. The 
counsel of Zeresh and the friends of Haman, 
cannot fail to remind us of the counsel which the 
Jews so frequently took against Jesus. " Perceive 
ye how ye prevail nothing V'^ " Then gathered 
the chief priests and the pharisees a council, and 
said, 'What do we? for this man doeth many 
miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men will 
believe on Him : and the Romans shall come'and 
take away both our place and nation.' And one 
of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest 
that same year, said unto them, * Ye know nothing 
at all, nor consider that it is expedient for us 
that one man should die for the people, and that 
the whole nation perish i^ot.' And this spake he 
not of himself : but being high priest that year, 
he prophesied that Jesus should die for that 
nation; and not for that nation only, but that 
also He should gather together in one the chil- 
dren of God that were scattered abroad. Then 
from that day forth they took counsel together 
for to put Him to death.""' "Then the band, 
and the captain, and officers of the Jews, took 
Jesus and bound Him ; and led Him away to 
Annas first ; for he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, 
who was the high priest that same year; and 
Annas sent Him bound unto Caiaphas the high 

1 Matt. xu. 19, 20. » John xii 19. s John xL 47—53. 
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priest. Now Caiaphas was he who gave counsel 
to the Jews that it was expedient that one man 
should die for the people/' ^ Annas signifies he 
who oppresses,^ He was the father-in-iaw ' of 
Caiaphas (his wife's father) : and Caiaphas ful- 
filled his pleasure. " Ye are of your father the 
devily and the lusts of your father ye wiU do : he 
was a murderer from the beginning/'* 

And now we come to another of those iden- 
tities which are so remarkable. Tlie manner of 
Mordecai's death shall be to be hanged on a tree, 
" Whom they slew and hanged on a tree/' ^ " Who 
Himself bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree/' ® Says Dr. Adam Clarke : " In former 
times the Jews were accustomed to burn Ham an 
in effigy, and with him a wooden cross, which 
they pretended to be in memory of that which 
he had created for the suspension of Mordecai ; 
but which was, in fact, to deride the Christian 
religion," Surely the Commentator's " eyes were 
holden," or this would have been the silken 
thread to guide him to the secret of the Book. 

The aspect of the death of J^sus, which we 
get in the commencement of the preceding chap- 
ter, is described in those words of His, " No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself." ' 

^ .Tolin xviii. 12 — 14, with margm. 

* Compare Esther iii. 10, margin, 

' See John xviii. 31 ; xix. 7. * John viii. 44. * Acts v. 30 ; x. 39. 

« 1 Pet. ii 24; GaL iil 18. ' John x. 18; see k>. 82—84. 
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The passage before us, on the other hand, reveals 
the Murderer. Satan was the Murderer.^ For 
the devil entered into Judas when the son of 
perdition betrayed his Lord ; * and Jew and Gen- 
tile knew not what they did/ when the chief 
priests, and the rulers, and the people* were 
instant with loud voices, requiring that He might 
be crucified, and Pilate delivered Jesus to their 
will. Yea, the Murderer himself was the most 
self-deceived of all. The hidden wisdom of God 
in a mystery was, indeed, sealed up from him ; 
" which none of the princes of this world * knew, 
for had they known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.'' * He knew not that 
the wisdom "which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory'' was hidden in that blood 
which he so longed to shed — was the one thing 
needful for his overthrow — should fill up the 
tremendous measure of his guilt — and at the 
same time be a propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world.^ Haman prepares the tree on the 
third day following Mordecai's loud and bitter 
cry ; the Holy Ghost this signifying, that, in the 
purpose of God, Christ had died and risen again, 
before the murderous thought of putting him to 
death had entered into Satan's heart. 

^ John viii. 44. ^ John ziii. 27. ^ Liike zziii 34 ; Acts iii. 17. 

* Luke xxui. 13, 23, 24 ; Acts m. 13—15. 

• Dan. X. 20 ; John xvL 11. * 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8. 
' 1 John iL 2. 



112 THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE FIRSTBORN OF DEATH,* AND THE OUT- 
WARDLY ANOINTED CHERUB.' 



" For the work of our salvation 
Needs would have his order so, 
And the multiform deceiver's 

Art by art would overthrow ; 
And from thence would bring the med'cine, 
Whence the venom of the foe." — Fortunatus. 

1 On that night covXd not the hing sleep [the king's sleep fled away], 
and he commanded to bring the hook of records of the chronicles ; 

2 and they were read before the king. And it was fovmd vn^tten^, 
that Mordecai had told of Bigthana [Bigthan] and Teresh, two 
of the king's chamberlains, the keepers of the door [threshold^], 
who sought to lay ha/nd on the king Ahasuerus. 

An act of faithfulness had been performed, where- 
by traitors had been brought to punishment so 
well deserved ; and the faithful servant had been 
unrewarded. Nay, more ; was conspired against 
by those who hated him for his fidelity. There- 
fore the king on this night could not rest. A 
sense of harm oppressed his spirit, and his sleep 
fled away. Could the Spirit of God have repre- 
sented with nicer adaptation to our minds, the 

* Job xviii. 13. * Ezek. xxviii 14. 
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discernment, and justice, and solicitude, of that 
God whose "eyes run to and fro through the 
whole earth''? who has a "book of records of 
the chronicles,'' wherein all that happens through- 
out His wide dominion is minutely noted down — 
a book of remembrance for those who fear Him 
and think upon His name — a book wherein are 
set the wanderings and consequent tears * of those 
who love Him. And on that night of Time, when 
at noonday there was darkness over all the earth, 
and the sun was darkened, and the vail of the 
temple was rent in the midst, well might the 
King's sleep flee away : * because a deed was done 
upon the earth by 1^;, at the instigation of the 
man of blood and deceit, at which the moon was 
confounded and the sun ashamed. Mordecai's 
faithfulness is found written in the book ; and in 
the head of another Book it is written of another 
Mordecai, " Lo, I come to do Thy will, God." ' 
But why has this service been so long forgotten ? 
How could a king so excellent in majesty* suffer 
such a man to go unrewarded and unprotected ? 
How could the King of Heaven suffer His one 
and only Righteous Servant to be of all others 
" a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief" ? 
and at last led like a Lamb to the slaughter? 
to be hanged, a Curse, upon the tree, and Him- 
self forsake Him there? "When the fulness of 

1 Ps. Ivi. 8. « See Ps. xliv. 23 ; Ixxviii. 65. 

3 Heb. X. 7. * Compare Est. i 4, with Ps. cxlv. 12. 

I 
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the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.''* "In due time Christ 
died for the ungodly/' * And they who, like Him, 
in due time die, shall in due time be exalted.* 

Z And the hmg said,. What honour and dignity hath been done to 
Mordecaifor this f Then said the hing's servamU thai ministered 
v/nto him. There is nothing donefiyr him. 

But surely there is sufficient regard for the 
person of the king that all his subjects should 
recognize with honour and dignity the man who 
had guarded the honour of the throne? "He 
was despised and rejected of meuy' and all that 
angels could do was to strengthen Him in the 
hour of His agony ;* and this, so far from honour 
and dignity, was one of the distinctest tokens of 
His humiliation.* " There is nothing done for 
him," is the reply of those who ministered unto 
the king.* For those who are nearest to the King 
care most for the honour of the Faithful Witness. 
" There is nothing done to cause Me to be silent" ^ 

4 And the king said. Who 4s in the cowrtf Now ffaman was 
come into the outward cowrt of the king's hovise, to speak unto the 
king to hcmg Mordecai on the gallows [tree] that he had prepared 

5 for him. And the kvn^s servants said unto him. Behold, Hama/n 
standeth in the covH. And the king said. Let him come in, 

6 So ffaman came in. And the king said unto him. What shall 
be done unto the man whom the king delighted to honour [in 

1 Gal. iv. 4. 2 Rom. v. 6. ^ 1 Pet. v. 6 ; iv. 1. 

* Luke xxii. 43. * Heb. ii. 9. * Comp. chap. i. 10. 

7 Pb. xxii 2. Stevenson's Christ on the Cross, p. 87. 



CHAPTEE VI. 115 

whose honowr the king delighieth]. Now Hamoun ihoughi in hit 
heartf To whom would the king delight to do honour more than 

7 to myself f And Hamom answered the king. For the mam, whom 

8 the king delighteth to honour, Let the royal apparel he brought 
which the king useth to wear [let them bring the royal appard 
wherewith tJie king dotheth himself], and the horse that the king 
rideth upon, and the crovm royal which is set upon his head: 

9 and let this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of 
the king's most noble princes, thcU they may array the man withal 
whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him [catue him to 
ride] on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim 
before him. Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour. 

The "roaring lion seeketh whom he may^ de- 
vour." Satan could afflict Job no further than 
he had permission from God. There is no power 
against Jesus except it be given from above. 
But the ambition of the traitor " overleaps itself" 
He has prepared the tree before the permission 
is sought. And as strict justice withheld not 
from death the people whom he had accused as 
transgressors, so justice just as strict shall en- 
tangle in his own snare the Great Transgressor. 
Behold him in the outward court * hj night. He 
accuseth us before God day and night. But he 
does not come to accuse Mordecai — he did not 
attempt that, even when, full of wrath, he sought 
to destroy all his people. But his heart is so 
lifted up because of his beauty, and his wisdom 
so corrupted by reason of his brightness,' that he 
imagines the Great King, whose throne is estab- 

1 Ps, civ. 20, 21. « See pp. 102, 103. 8 Ezek. xxviil 17. 
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listed on righteousness and judgment, will, at 
his request, condemn the Most Just/ And nov^ 
the net is spread for the wild Bull,* and the 
sword of Him that made him approaches Behe- 
moth, though he be chief of the ways of God.* 
He will take him in his sight, and pierce his 
nose with a gin.* " Because thy tumult^ is come 
up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook 
in thy nose and my bridle in thy lips (causing 
thee to err), and I will turn thee back by the way 
by which thou camest." * " Haman thought in his 
heart." — "Because thou hast set thine heart as 
the heart of God.'' ^ " Let the royal apparel,'' &c. 
— " I will be like the Most High." « 

10 Then the king said to Hainan, Make haste, and take tJie apparel 
and tJie horse, as tliou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the 
Jew, that sitteth at the Icing's gate : let nothing fail [suffer not a 

11 whit to faH"] of all that thou hast spoken. Then took Haman 
the apparel mid the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought 
him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaimed 
before him, Thus shall it be done unto the man wJiom the king 
delighteth to honov/r. 

But now Jehovah answers the repeated cry of 
the Holy One against the Proud.' He "pre- 
serveth the Faithful, and plentifully rewardeth 
the Proud Doer.^**- The king's clothing, and his 
crown, and the horse whereon he rides, are not 
for the Proud, but for the Lowly. The royal 
apparel is not for the Wolf, but for the Lamb. 

1 Job xxxiv. 17. * Isa. li. 20. 3 Est. iii. 1. 

* Job xl. 16 — 24, ma/r. * Haman. « igg^ xxxvii 29 ; xxx. 28. 
1 Ezek. xxviii 6—10 ; 2 Thess. ii, 4. » Isa. xiv. 14 ; x. 12 -23. 
» Ps. Ixxxvi 14; cxix. 61, 69, 85, 122; cxl. 6. " Ps. xxxL 23. 
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For Him the wildest ambition of the Proud 
cannot devise sufficient glory ; for that which he 
lusted for himself, is but the earnest of the 
excelling glory which shall adorn, throughout 
the ages to come, the Man in whose honour the 
King delighteth. 

We have seen Him as the Faithful Witness. 
The Spirit (who delights to speak of Him) will 
shortly reveal Him as the Prince of the kings of 
the earth. For the present, let us behold the 
beauty of the Firstborn of the dead. He has 
passed the garden and the cross. The grave has 
received and surrendered Him. The shadows of 
" that night '' ^ fell, when Judas had received the 
sop ; the day breathed ^ and the shadows fled 
away, when, and not before, God raised Him up, 
having loosed the pains of death, because it was 
not possible that He should be holden of it.' 
Then He set an end to darkness, having searched 
out all perfection,* and possessed Himself of " the 
keys of hell and of death.''* "The darkness is 
passed, and the true Light now shineth." And 
on the day He arose. He was glorified. This is 
the subject of these verses. When Mary recog- 
nized the Lord on the resurrection morning, He 
said, " Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father; and to my God, and your God. Mary 

1 Verse 1. * Cant. iv. 6, moflr, ^ Acts ii 24. 

* Job xxviiL 3. * Renr. L 18. 
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Magdalene came and told the disciples that she 
had seen the Lord, and that He bad spoken these 
things unto her. Then the same day at evening, 
being the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
And when He had so said. He showed unto them 
His hands and His side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus 
to them again. Peace be unto you : as my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I yoiL And when 
He had said this, He breathed on them, and 
saith unto them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.''^ His words to Mary show that He 
ascended to heaven, and His giving the Holy 
Ghost to the disciples proves that He was glori- 
fied ; for it had been previously affirmed that 
" the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified." * The verses we are 
considering picture this incipient glory. He was 
heralded through the heavenlies sitting on the 
King's horse (type of energy, either of the Spirit 
or the flesh '), clothed and crowned with majesty, 
and proclaimed to be the Man in whose honour 
the KiNa delighteth. Thus in another way is the 

1 John XX. 17—28. ^ John vii. 39. 

3 Zech. X. 3 ; Rev. xix. 11 ; Jer. yiii 6 ; Isa. xxxi. 3. 
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enduring "Word fulfilled, " One soweth and ano- 
ther reapeth/' Now Balaam's parable begins to » 
be verified, " His Seed shall be in many waters,^ 
and His King shall be higher than Agag/' ' 

That Satan was the unwilling herald, as the 
picture before us would suggest, we will not assert 
It may have been so. He who entered into the 
traitor, and taught him to betray the Son of man 
with a kiss — who, foaming with malignant rage, 
tortured Him in the garden — who wrought in 
the hearts of those by whom He was scourged, 
blindfolded, spit upon, crowned with thorns, and 
with wicked hands crucified and slain — he may, 
in the unswerving justice of Him whose are " a 
just weight and balance,"' have been the pro- 
claimer at once of the glory of Jesus, and of his 
own shame. For every shout in honour of that 
dear Name which is above every name, fell like 
a yell of execration upon him who was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and a liar, and the 
father of it. 

God awards to the wicked, as well as to the 
good, according to their deeds.* "Oh, let the 
wickedness of the Wicked come to an end ; but 

establish the Just His mischief shall return 

upon his own head ; and his violent dealing shall 
come down upon his own pate!' * " The Lord is 
known hy the judgment which He executeth: 

^ Cant. viii. 7. * Numb. xxiv. 7; chap, iii 1. ' Prov. xvi 11, 
* Ps. xxviiL 4; xxxv. 26, 27. « Pb. vii. 9, 16. 
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the wicked is snared in the work of his own 
hands/' ^ "Let the wicked fall into their own 
nets, whilst that I withal escape/' ^ Scriptures 
like these, affirming so absolutely the retributive 
justice of God, make it more than a mere imagi- 
nation to suppose, that the scene enacted by 
Haman and Mordecai, in the city Shushan, was 
repeated in far more wondrous wise, before spec- 
tators of another nature, on that first day of the 
week. Oh, gall and wormwood to the proud 
Oppressor ! " Suffer not a whit to fall of all that 
thou hast spoken." 

12 And Mordecai came again to the hiin^a gate. But Havnam 
hasted to his housCy mowni/ag and having his head covered. 

1^ And Hama/n told Zei'esh his wife cmd all his friends everything 
that had befallen him. Th^n said his wise. men and Zeresh his 
wife unto him, If Mordecai he of the seed of the Jews, before 
whom thou hast begun to fall, th&a shalt not prevail etgainst him, 

14 but shalt sv/rdy fall before him. And while they were yet talk- 
ing with him, came tlie king's chamberlains, and hasted to bring 
Haman wato the banquet that EstJier had prepared. 

Mordecai returned to the king's gate. The 
evening of that day of glory found the Lord 
where His infant Church was assembled with 
shut doors for fear of the Jews.* And he that 
had had the power of death is now for ever 
powerless.* And Zeresh his wife and his wise 
men are the first to assure him that if Mordecai 
be of the seed of the Jews, he shall surely fall 
before him. An echo of that far- dated promise, 

1 Ps. ix. 16. a Ps. cxli. 10 ; Isa. iii. 10, 11. 

s John XX. 19. * Heb. il 14. 
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" I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her Seed ; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel. 
"Thy Seed shall possess the gate of His enemies. 
*' And to Abraham and his seed were the prom- 
ises made. He saith not, * To seeds,' as of many, 
but as of One, ' And to thy Seed,' which is Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female ; 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise."* And Satan must, like 
Haman, surely fall, for the true Mordecai is the 
Promised Seed. The king's chamberlains hasted 
to bring him to the banquet which Esther had 
prepared for them^ — a terrible banquet, indeed, 
for Haman. "To me belongeth vengeance and 
recompence ; their foot shall slide in due time ; 
for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the 
things that shall come upon them make haste!' ^ 
Very precious is it to observe the yearning in the 
heart of God for His elect. " Cause Haman to 
make haste," * says the Father. Here the cham- 
berlains, who are the seven Spirits, hasted to 
bring Haman to his doom. So, while justice 
hastened the first decree,* justice, urged by love, 
hastened and pressed on the second.* 

1 GraL iii. ^ Compare him and them in Est. v. 4 and 8. 

•^ Deut. xxxii. 35. * Chap. v. 6. 

* Chap. iii. 16. * Chap. viii. 14. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE NEW EVE AND THE OLD SERPENT. 



"Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw. 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw. 
Gives exercise to faith and love. 
Brings every blessing from above."— Cowper. 

1 So tJie Icing and Soman came to banquet \drmk] with, Esther the 

2 queen. And the king said again to Esther on the second day 
a^ the banquet of wine, What is thy petition^ queen Esther f and 
it shall be granted thee : and what is thy request ? and it shaU be 

3 performed, even to the half of the kingdom. Then Esther the 
queen answered and said, If I have fwmd favowr in thy sight, 

kmg, and if it please the kimg, let my life be given me aJt my 

4 petition, and my people at my request : for we are sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had 
been sold for bondmen amd bondioomen, I had held my tongue, 
although the enemy could not countervail the king's damage. 

Oh, his patience and his grace ! His promise is 
as at first, " It shall be performed to the half of 
the kingdom/' And now at last, having need- 
lessly nursed her grief for two days,^ Esther 
makes known her petition and request — life for 
herself and her people. Ah, while she has been 
• waiting, it has all been done. The doom of the 

1 This is the fourth day from Mordecai*s bitter cry, and from 
the beginning of Esther^s fast. The fourth is the harvest time 
(John iv. 35 ; see p. 64). 
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Oppressor has been already sealed. Haman has 
already begun to fall; not before Esther, but 
before Mordecai. Can Esther add to a finished 
work ? "I will yet for this be inquired of by the 
house of Israel, to do it for them/'^ But Esther's 
petition is very strangely made. It is for nothing 
more than life. It is not in the joyful confidence 
of one chosen by the king, and in whom he 
delights. Grace is still but little understood, 
though there is a strange mingling pf little faith 
with a sense of being precious in his sight. What 
is it but insulting his grace, to tell him she 
would have held her tongue, if they had been 
sold for bondmen and bondwomen ? Is the king 
himself so little dear to her, that she should call 
that life, which is hers out of His presence where 
" is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore?'' Yet she knows 
that that would have been damage to the king ; 
and would she suffer it without crying to him ? Is 
not he He her life ? Is she not pleading for that 
life which the disciple of the Lord must hate ? ^ 
But she can understand power, if not grace ; she 
at least is sure that the enemy cannot harm the 
king. How wonderful that the very attribute by 
which the Blessed God has most fully revealed 
Himself, and in which we stand,' is the feature, 
of all others, in His adorable character, which 
we are most slow to learn. 

1 Ezek. xxxvL 37. * Luke xiv. 26. * Rom. v. 2. 
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5 Then the king Ahaauerus answered and said unto Esther the 
qaeenij Who is he, and where is he, that dv/rst presume in his 

6 heart [whose heart hath filled hini\ to do so? And Esther said, 
The adversary [man adversary] and enemy is this wicked Hama/n, 
Then Hamam was afraid "before the king and the queen. 

" There is/' says Adam Clarke, " a wonderful 
abruptness and confusion in the original words, 
highly expressive of the state of mind in which 
the king then was : mi hu zeh veey zeh hu asher 
melao libbo laasoth ken, ' Who ? He ? This 
one ? And where ? This one ? He ? Who hath 
jBlled his heart to do thus?' He was at once 
struck with the horrible nature of a conspiracy 
so cruel and diabolic" There is something in- 
tensely interesting in this, if it had been a tale 
appealing only to human sympathies. But the 
Speaker is the living God, and we, for Jesus' 
sake, the objects of His care ! How does it con- 
trast with Esther's tottering request — with our 
constrained and laboured prayers. "Wilt thou 
not from this time say unto Me, ' My Father ! ' ? " 
" Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God ; who also maketh intercession for us." 
" Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and 
like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of 
wine." And this "perfect love casteth out fear ;" 
and Esther boldly accuses the adversary to his 
face. Oh, blessed power of prayer ! " then Haman 
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was afraid before the king and the queen ; " for 

" Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees." 

7 And the king arising from the hcmquet of mn£, in his wrath 
went into the palace garden : and Haman stood up to make 
request for his life to Esther the qv£en ; for he saw that there was 

8 evil determined against him by the king. Then the king returned 
out of the palace garden into the place of the banquet of wine ; 
and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther was. 

Does it look strange that the king should leave 
Esther alone and unprotected with the adversary 
whom she has just accused ? She has to reap the 
fruit of the banquet " I " had prepared. If she 
had simply obeyed Mordecai, this had never 
happened. How often is this scene repeated. 
The troubled soul tells its sorrow into the ear of 
God, and seems left tenfold more in the enemy's 
power than before. The cause must be sought 
within. But why has the king gone ? and whither ? 
In his wrath against the adversary, and sympathy 
with the queen — yet grieved, because she fills up 
her old garment (worn-out righteousness of the 
law) with new (raw, unwrought) material of her 
own, which "takes from'' the "filthy rag," and 
makes bad worse — he leaves the banquet of wine 
and seeks the palace garden. There, with hum- 
blest reverence be it said, God will eternally 
behold the sweat of blood wrung from the body 
of His Bruised Son — there, the sepulchre in 
which He lay. The palace garden also speaks 
of joy, the fruit of sorrow. The second Adam is 



126 THE BOOK OF BSTHEB. 

put to dress and keep that garden whose plants 
are "an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant 
fruits ; camphire with spikenard ; spikenard and 
saffron ; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of 
frankincense ; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief 
spices ; a fountain of gardens ; a well of living 
waters, and streams from Lebanon." 

Now, Esther, beware of the tempter. "Thou 
shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto 
him ; neither shall thine eye pity him ; neither 
shalt thou spare ; neither shalt thou conceal 
him." ^ Dear child of God, Satan pleads for his 
life, whenever thy brother (the flesh) secretly 
entices thee to " pity thy self!' * He sees, though 
you may not, that there is evil determined against 
him by the King, and that by terrible things in 
righteousness the God of thy salvation will an- 
swer thee.* The king soon returns, to find 
Haman fallen upon Esther's bed. The bed is the 
place of rest,* comfort,*^ heart-communion,' re- 
membrance of God,'' bridal intercourse,® protec- 
tion,* honour,*® rejoicing." All this, and much 
more, is the bosom of Jesus to the soul. Esther 
has failed again. She has listened to the tempter, 
and he has defiled her rest." " Resist the devil, 

1 Deut xiil 7—9 ; Job xU. 12. « Matt. xvi. 22, 23, mw, 

8 Pa. Ixv. 6 — 7 ; Matt. xviiL 6, 7. * Isa. Ivii. 2. 

6 Job vii. 13. « Ps. iv. 4. ' Ps. Ixiii. 6. 

8 Cant. i. 16. « Cant. iii. 7. ^^ Ezek. xxiu. 41, mar. 

" Ps. cjxlix. 5. ** Lev. xv. 2, mar,, 4—27; Gen. xlix. 4, wiar# 
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and he will flee from you ; *' lend him your ear, 
and he will fall upon your Bed. Nevertheless, 
Esther's affection is true to the king : and " blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God,'" 

8 Then said the king, WiU he force the queen also before [witA] 
me in the house f As the word went ovi of the hin^s mouth, 

9 they covered Hamam's face. And Httrhonah, one of the eham- 
herlains, said before the king, Behold, also, the gdUows [tree"] 
fifty cubits high, which Hama/n had m^e for Mordecai, who 
had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. 

10 Then the king said. Hang him thereon. So they hanged ffaman 
on the gaUows [tree] thai he had prepa/red for MordecaL Then 
was the kin^s wrath pacified. 

How happy is it that He is a jealous God. 
" Will he force the queen with Me in the house V 
Oh that He never had cause to say to us, " Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses." But for the Ad- 
versary to fall upon our Bed, is to fall upon a 
Stone whereby he shall be broken ; yea, which 
shall fall upon him and grind him to powder. 
Now the iniquity of the Amorite is full : and 
the seed of faith are in the promised rest. 

In this and the three preceding chapters, we 
have been contemplating the elect in her walk 
and conversation during the "little while'' of 
her tribulation in the world. It has been a scene 
of failure from first to last Vashti. under law, 
could not understand the grace which sought to 
place the crown upon her head; but Esther, 
under grace, has failed to comprehend the grace 
by which she has been crowned. The last failure 
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has been the worst of all — the tempter has fallen 
upon her bed. But the king sees none of it ; 
" Thou art all fair, my love." " By one offering 
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified." "Shall we then sin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid ! how shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein ? " 

Esther's failures have ended with her earthly 
history. The covering of Haman's face^ is the 
sign that her warfare is accomplished. The rea- 
son why the transition from earth to heaven is 
not more distinctly shadowed forth in the type 
before us is, that the Book of Esther regards the 
Church in resurrection life : " Our citizenship is 
in heaven." * " God, when we were dead in sins, 
quickened us together with Christ, and raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places, in Christ Jesus." * " If ye then be risen 
with Christ, seek those things which are above." * 
The verses we are considering synchronize with 
Rev. xii. : the Church caught up to God's throne, 
and the Great Red Dragon cast out, and his place 
found no more in heaven. Haman's being hanged 
does not express the final doom of Satan, but the 
suppression of that aspect of Satan which Haman 
represents : namely, the Accuser.* " The Accuser 

1 Eocles. vi. 3, 4 ; Pscdm cix. 29—31. « Phil. iii. 20. 

8 Eph. ii. 4—6. * Col iii. 1. 

* So in Numb. xxxv. 25, the death of the high-priest signifies 
the cessation of the office of High Priest, for which there will 
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of our brethren is cast down, who accused them 
before our God day and night. And they over- 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony ; and they loved not their 
lives unto the death/' 

How Harbonah justifies his name — the anger 
of him that builds ; destruction, " If I cast out 
devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of 
God is come unto you." ^ The kingdom comes as 
soon as Haman is destroyed. How eagerly the 
king responds. "Who may stand in Thy sight 
when once Thou art angry? Thou didst cause 
judgment to be heard from heaven ; the earth 
feared and was still, when God arose to judg- 
ment, to save all the meek of the earth."* And 
the tree which he had reared for Mordecai, who 
had spoken good for the king — how that seals 
his doom ! " Now is the judgment of this world ; 
now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 
And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all unto me ; 
this He said, signifying what death He should 
die." Thus the three Persons in the Godhead, 
in distinct yet united action, accomplish the sal- 
vation of the elect, and the destruction of the 
oppressor. 

"They hanged." — "Michael and his angels 
fought."^ 

be no further need, when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption : when we shall be like Him, because we shall see 
Him as He is. ^ Matt. xii. 28. 2 Ps. Ixxvl 7—9. » Rev. xii. 7. 

E 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, AND 
THE QUEEN AT HIS RIGHT HAND. 



"It glitters fair, His diadem, 

But thorns are there entwining ; 
And from the Red Sea comes each gem 

That in its wreath is shining ; 
Their radiance glows like stars at night. 
With precious blood-drops are they bright." 

Advent Hymn. 

1 On that day did the hmg Ahaauerus give the house of Haman, 
the Jews^ enemy, unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai came 

2 before the king; for Esther had told what he wa<s unto her. And 
the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and 
gave it v/nto Mordecai, And Esther set Mordecai over the house 
of Haman. 

"Now hath come the salvation, and the power, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the authority 
of His Christ." ^ " Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman, being deceived, was in the trans- 
gression." ^ Through love of Eve,'* the first Adam 
lost the dominion over the earth ; therefore shall 
the second Eve restore it to Him who, for love 
of her, has died to destroy the serpent by whom 

1 Rev. xii. 10. « 1 Tim. ii. 14. 

3 " With cords of Adam, with bands of love " (Hoa xi. 4). 



CHAPTER Vin. 131 

she was beguiled. The house of Haman has been 
won by no act of Esther's. It is Mordecai's hy 
right of conquest^ But Mordecai is the king's 
servant; and the king honours his elect, by 
making her the rewarder of her righteous kins- 
man, by whom also she was redeemed. "All 
things are yours ; and ye are Christ's ; and Christ 
is God's."* In this linking together of Esther, 
and Mordecai, and the king,* is there not a fore- 
shadowing of that expression of Divine affection, 
" They are Thine ; and all Mine are Thine, and / 

am glorified in them; I in them, and Thou 

in me ; that they may be made perfect in one " ? * 
" At our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, 
new and old, which / have laid up for Thee, 
my Beloved/'* "Behold, one like the Son ol 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him 
near before Him. And there was given Him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom." ® " In the 
vision,'' the Son of man takes the kingdom ; in 
the interpretation,® it is said, * the saints, of the 
most high [places] take the kingdom.' How 
simply does the light of New Testament truth 
explain to us that which at first sight might 
seem a contrast instead of a connection ! This 

1 John xvi. 33. « i Cor. ia 22, 23. 3 Compare pp. 63, 64. 
* Johnxvii. 9, 10, 23. « Cant. vii. 1 8. 

« Dan. vii. 13, 14 ; see 1 Chron. xrix. 14 — 16. 
7 Dan. vii 13. » Veree 18. 
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is one of the passages of the Old Testament 
Scripture which may be taken as an intimation 
of that union which was afterwards to be de- 
clared as existing between Christ and His people 
— the union which has been brought out in His 
death and resurrection."^ "Go forth, ye 
daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon, 
with the crown wherewith His mother crowned 
Him, in the day of His espousals, and in the day 
of the gladness of His heart."* "Whosoever 
shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, 
and my sister, and my mother''^ "Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman." 

Mordecai no longer sitteth in the king's gate ; 
for with the overthrow of Ham an, and the glory 
of Esther, have ceased the oflSces which he there 
sustained.* When that which is perfect has come 
— when the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him are revealed in outward 
manifestation — when it doth appear what we 
shall be : then will be fulfilled that which these 
verses typify — that which Balaam unwillingly 
foretold.* The king's giving his ring to Mordecai 
associates him, as a kindred type, with Joseph.* 

Z And Esther spake yet again before the hmg^ and fell down at his 
feet, and besought him with tears [she wept cmd besought him] to 
put away the mischief of Hainan the Agagite, and his device that 

i he had devised against the Jews. Then the Jdng held (mt the 

I Tregelles on Daniel, p. 50. « Cant, iil 11. 3 Mark iil 35. 
* See pp. 57, 58, 72. « Numb. xxiv. 5—9. « Gen. xli. 42. 
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golden sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before 
6 the Icing, and said. If it plea^ the king, cmd if I have found 
favov/r in his sight, a/nd the thing seem right hefore the hing, and 
I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters 
[decrees'] devised by Haraam,, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
which he wrote [who vn'ote'] to destroy tJte Jews which are in all 
6 the hing*s provinces : for how can I endure to see [be able that 1 
may see] the evil that shall come wnto my people f or how can J 
endwre to see the destruction of my hind/red t 

Haman is destroyed, but the effects of his 
device remain. The Accuser has been cast out 
of heaven ; but the Dragon wars with the rem- 
nant of the woman's seed, who keep the com- 
mandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ^ Esther is safely hidden in the 
secret of the king's pavilion, but her kindred are 
still exposed to death. I gather, from many 
Scriptures, that the Church of the firstborn ones, 
strictly so called, is taken up to meet her Lord 
in the air, prior to the Great Tribulation which 
closes the present age.'* It is equally clear, that 
there is a believing remnant, both of Gentiles 
and Jews, who pass through the Tribulation.* 
There is the Bride, the Lamb's Wife ; there are 
also those blessed ones who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.* The scene before 
us seems to represent the risen Church in inter- 

* Rev. xii. 17. * Rev. iii. 10; xii. 5. 

3 Rev. vii. 14 ; xx. 4 ; xiiL 7, 8 ; xvii. 8. Observe that the 
names here are written from the foundation of the world. The 
Church was chosen from before the foundation of the world 
(Eph. L 4). * Rev. xix. 8, 9. 
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cession for her brethren on the earth during the 
period we have named. There is, however, more 
present teaching than this. The soul that now 
by faith anticipates, as Jesus did,^ the ejection of 
the Accuser from the heavenlies, and, appre- 
hending the consequent blessing to itself, is thus 
delivered from the fear of death, will agonize the 
more earnestly for those who are still subject to 
its bondage. The more richly we realize the glory 
of the Redeemer, the more highly shall we esti- 
mate the value of the redeemed. Slavish, legal 
fear, made Esther selfish ; ^ the realization of 
grace and its results, sets her on high above all 
thought of self For Esther has received the 
house of Haman from the king, and has set Mor- 
decai over it. The house of Haman typifies the 
earth,' and the earth typifies our heart.* When 
the Accuser of our brethren is cast out thence 
(for by nature we are ever accusing or else ex- 
cusing one another *) ; and when God, for Jesus' 
sake, gives our inner man dominion over our 
hearts, where the Accuser dwelt of old; and 
when we, in our turn, set Jesus over it as its 
alone and sovereign Lord; then shall we, in 
fellowship with Him, beseech our God with tears 
to put away the device which the enemy hath 
devised against those whom our Beloved has 
redeemed with the travail of His soul. "How 

1 Luke X. 18. 3 Chap. iv. 11. > Page 70, lines 4, 5, and note 3. 
* Page 37 ; Matt xiii. 19 ; Mark iv. 13. » Rom ii 15. 
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shall I be able that I may see the evil that shall 
come upon my people." ^ 

7 Then the king Ahaauervs said unto Esther the queen antd to Mw- 
decai the Jew, Behold^ I have given Esther the house of Haman, 
amd him they have hanged upon the gaUows [tree'], because he laid his 

8 hand upon the Jews. Write ye also for the Jews, as it likelh you, 
in the king's name, and seal it with the Icing's ring: for the 
writing which is written in the Mncfs nam£, and sealed with the 
hin^s ring, may no man reverse. 

"Whether the world, or life, or death, all are 
yours."' "It is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you."' 
"For the Father judgeth no one ; but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son and hath 

given Him authority to execute judgment also, 
because He is the Son of man." * " The upright 
shall have dominion over them in the morning." * 

"The saints shall judge the world Know 

ye not that we shall judge angels ? " * 

The latter clause of verse 8, is in reply to 
Esther's petition that the device of Haman may 
be reversed. But this cannot be. Righteousness 
and judgment are the establishment of the throne. 
The decree obtained by Haman was strictly just, 
and therefore cannot be reversed. Nevertheless, 
the Accuser having been proved a transgressor, 
and condemned as such, and the accused stand- 
ing justified in the work and worth of their Kins- 

» Compare Col. i. 24 ; Eph. vi. 18. 2 1 Cor. iii. 23. 

8 2 Thess. i. 6 ; QaL v. 12. * John v. 22, 27. 

6 Ps. xlix. 14. « 1 Cor. vi 2, 3. 
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man, the execution of the first decree would be 
no proof of loyalty, but of hatred, to the king. 

Compare " sealed '*' with Rev. vii. 3 ; 2 Cor. 
iii. 2, 3. 

9 Then were the Icing's scribes called at that time in the third 
month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day 
tJtereof; and it was written according to all that Mordecai 
commanded v/nto the Jews, and to the lieutenants, and the depvr 
ties and rulers of the provinces which are from India unto 
Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven provinces, tmto every 
province according to the writing thereof and unto every people 
after their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, 

10 a/nd according to their language. And lie wrote in the king 
Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with tlie king's ring, a/nd sent 
letters by posts on horseba>ck, and riders on mules, camels, and 

11 young dromeda/ries : wherein the king granted the Jews which 
were in every city to gather themselves together, amd to stand for 
their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, aU the 
power of the people and province that would assault them, botJi 
little ones a/nd women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey, 

12 Upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasv£rus, namely, 
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth mxmth, which is the month 

13 Adar. The copy of the writing for a commandm&it to be given 
in every province was published [revealed] unto all people, and 
that the Jews should be ready against that day to avenge themr 

14 selves on their enemies. So the posts that rode upon mules and 
camels went out, being hastened and pressed on by the king's 
commandment. And the decree was given at Shushan the 
palace. 

Haman's decree was in the first month ; Mor- 
decai's in the third. The interval was occupied 
in the humiliation of Mordecai. " Over the first 
course for the first month was Jashobeam, the 
son of Zabdiel : and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand. Of the children of Perez 
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was the chief of all the captains of the host for 
the first month. And over the course of the 
second month was Dodai, an Ahohite, and of his 
course was Mikloth also the ruler : in his course 
likewise were twenty and four thousand. The 
third captain of the host for the third month was 
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, a chief priest : and 
in his course were twenty and four thousand. 
This is that Benaiah, who was mighty among 
the thirty, and above the thirty : and in his 
course was Ammizabad his son/' ^ 





First Month. 


Jashobeam 


captivity of the people. 


Zabdiel 


dowry or portion of God. 


Pebez 


Persian; divided. 




Second Month. 


Dodai 


beloved.'* 


Ahohite 


a living brother. 


Mikloth 


little rods, staves, or voices; looking 




downward. 




Third Month. 


Benaiah 


son or building of Jehovah. 


Jehoiada 


knowledge of Jehovah. 


Ammizabad 


dowry of the people. 



In the first month the people are in captivity, 
yet are they the portion of God ; ^ and they have 
been divided from Babylon (the world), and be- 

1 1 Chron. xxvii. 2— 6 ; 2 Sam. xxiii. 20—23. 

* Dodai, or Dodo, was of Bethlehem (1 Chron. xi. 26). 

3 Deut xxxii. 9 ; Zech ii. 12. 
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come subject to Persia ' (the kingdom of heaven). 
In the second month, the Beloved of Bethlehem, 
their Living Brother, looks downward (is hum- 
bled). In the third month the Son (or building*) 
of Jehovah, and the knowledge of Jehovah, be- 
come the dowry of the people.* We, God's people 
and His portion, were subject to bondage through 
fear of death. But the Beloved of Bethlehem 
bowed His head * (looked downward) in death ; 
and in resurrection became our Living Brother.* 
And the knowledge of Jehovah, revealed in His 
Son, has become the dowry of His people : " Ye 
shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make 
you free." ® 

SiVAN ... a bush; a thorn. 

When Jehovah came down to deliver His peo- 
ple out of the hand of their taskmasters. He 
appeared in a hush — the human nature of our 
Lord. In connexion with the thorriy need it be 
said, that His thorny path down here led Him to 
the cross, whither He went wearing the crown of 
thorns?^ (See Cant. v. 11). 

The decree obtained by Haman was written on 
the thirteenth day of the first month, that by 
Mordecai on the twenty-third day of the third 
month. The first month consisted of thirty days, 
the second of twenty-nine ; thus a period of 
seventy days is comprised, including the two days 

iDa.v. 28. 2Ge. U.22, mar.; Ep.iv. 12, 16. » Ps. badii. 26. 
* John xix. 30. ^ Rev. i. 18. « John viiL 32. ' John xix. 5. 
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on which the respective decrees "were written. 
The captivity to Babylon was seventy years. " The 
days of our years in them are seventy years''^ 
" That through death He might deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage"^ As long as self lives, we 
must be subject to bondage through fear of death. 
For death is the one penalty of the broken law. 
The fear can only pass away with the execution 
of the sentence. Deliverance can only be ob- 
tained, through death, in resurrection life. There- 
fore Jesus died the Just for the unjust ; and our 
peace and joy must be in proportion to the 
measure of our faith in Him as dead and risen. 
The suckling's answer to the Avenger is : " I, 
through the law, am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God. / am cruxyified with Christ : 
nevertheless I live ; yet not I (the old man), but 
Christ (the New Man) liveth in me : and the life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.'' • 

As the execution of the former decree was 
committed to the Accuser, so that of the latter 
is confided to the Justifier : and the diligence 
and ingenuity of hate in Haman, are only ex- 
ceeded by the diligence and ingenuity of love in 
Mordecai. Obedience is the expression, as it is 
the condition, of angelic joy. Angels are Jehovah's 

1 Ps. xc. 10, mew. * Heb. ii 14, 15. 3 Qal. ii. 19, 20. 
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ministers, and do His pleasure. Therefore, as 
readily as they had become the instruments of 
His avenging justice, do they now become the 
instruments of His faithfulness and love. Yea, 
richly do they appreciate the joy unspeakable 
that fills the Father's heart in the manifestation 
of Himself; for God is Love. 

When Jesus rules in the heart which was once 
the dwelling of the strong and armed man, every 
thought is brought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ. The heart of every believer is an 
epitome of the kingdom of God. It extends from 
India to Ethiopia, from heaven to hell, over a 
hundred and twenty and seven provinces. All 
its lieutenants, deputies, and rulers, become God's 
ministers, and do His pleasure. And the works 
that Jesus doth in the Father's name bear witness 
of Him.^ The letters which His Spirit writes, 
with the finger of the living God, in fieshy tables 
of the heart,^ are all sealed with the seal of the 
living God ; they have the Father's name in their 
foreheads, and they are virgins.' The energy, 
and strength, and speed of nature, ridden by the 
Spirit of God,* are made to bear the commands of 
Jesus to every city of the soul, that all its cir- 
cumcised and separated inhabitants should gather 
together to destroy everything that exalteth it- 
self against th6 knowledge of God, and hold 

1 John X. 26. 2 2 Cor. iii. 2, 3. 

8 Rev. vii. 2 ; xiv. 1—6. * 2 These, iii. 1 ; Ezek. 1 13, 14. 
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themselves in readiness to revenge all disobe- 
dience, while their obedience is fulfilled.^ For if 
they would live, they must fight. The flesh will 
assault the Spirit ; and safety is only to be found 
in utterly destroying all the power of the people 
and province that would assault them — little 
ones and women. "0 Babylon, who art to be 
wasted, happy he that recompenseth unto thee 
thy deed which thou didst to us. Happy he that 
taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the 
Rock."* "Take us the foxes, the little foxes, 
which spoil the vines, for our vines have tender 
grapes.'^ ' 

There is, however, an appointed time — the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month — Adar 
{eminence). The twelfth month is the last of 
a series of processes.* The number thirteen gives 
the result. Twelve years the kings of the plain 
served Chedorlaomer {generation of servitude) : 
in the thirteenth year they rebelled. In his 
thirteenth year Ishmael (the son of the bond- 
woman) was circumcised ; in the following year 
Isaac (the son of the free worn an) was born. In 
the division of the sons of Aaron (the priesthood), 
when Solomon was made king, the thirteenth lot 
fell to Huppah {chamber, cover,^ hank). In the 
division of the sons of Asaph (the singers), the 
thirteenth fell to Shubael {the return, or captivity, 

* 2 Cor. X. 4 — 6. * pg^ cxxxvii. 8, 9, mars. ^ Cant ii. 15. 

* See pp. 91, 92. * Compa/re laa. xxvL 20, 21. 
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of Qo6)> Thus it appears that the twelve months 
indicate the time of childhood, during which the 
heir differeth not from a servant, but is under 
tutors and governors — ^under the law — subject to 
bondage through fear of death. Thirteen is, 
therefore, like three and eight, a resurrection 
number, and is significant of deliverance from 
captivity — of the time when the schoolmaster has 
done his work in bringing us to Christ. Accord- 
ingly, at the feast of tabernacles, the principal 
offering on the first day was thirteen bullocks.* 
Solomon was thirteen years building his own 
house.' The length of the east gate, through 
which the Glory of the Lord entered, was thir- 
teen cubits.* Jeremiah {exaltation of the Lord) 
prophesied in the thirteenth year of Josiah {offer^ 
inq, or fire, of the Lord^), the son of Amon 
(Faithful, True^). The sons and brethren of 
Hosah (having sure confidence) were thirteen. 
Thus this mystic number is identified with the 
glory of Jesus as the result of His finished work. 
In the heart of His saints, the result of that 
work is, that they become like the sons and 
brethren of Hosah, having sure confidence in Him. 

* 1 Chron. xxiii. xxiv. xxv. 

* On the second day twelve, and so on, down to seven on the 
seventh day (Numb. xxix. 12 — 32). 

3 He was seven years building the house of the Lord (1 Kings 
vi 38; viL 1). 

* Ezek. xl. 11 ; xliii. 1 — 5; xliv. 1 — 3. 

^ Compare Rom. xii 1. ^ Compare Rev. xiz. 11. 
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15 And Mordecai went <mt from the preunee of the king in royal 
apparel of blue \or violet] and white^ and vnih a great crovm of 
gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple : and the 

16 city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. Tlie Jew» had light, 

17 and gladness, and joy^ and honour. And in every province, 
and in every city, whithersoever the hin^s commandment and 
his decree came, t/ie Jews had joy and gladness, a feast amd a 
good day. And many of the people of the land became Jews; 
for the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

" Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, to the end that the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence 
of the Lord. And He shall send Jesus Christ, 
who before was preached unto you : whom the 
heavens must receive until the times of restitu- 
tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world 
began. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, 
*A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; Him 
shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever He shall 
say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that 
every soul which will not hear that Prophet, 
shall be destroyed from among the people."'^ 

Blue and white — Divinity and holiness;* 
" Heaven and its drapery.'' ' 

The great crown of gold is one of the many 
which shall be upon the head of the Faithful and 
True, in the day when He is revealed. It is the 
crown of the Righteous Servant. He will also 

1 Acts iii 19—22. « See pp. 5, 6. 

3 Acts L 9 ; Rev. ziv. 14 ; Mordecai amd Esther, p. 51. 
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wear the threefold Melchizedec crown, as King 
of Righteousness, King of Peace, and Priest of 
the Most High God. He will be crowned as Son 
of Man, as King of Israel, as Heir of all things, 
as Conqueror of Hell and of Death. These, and 
many, many more, has His own hand won for 
Him, in addition to that which He wears from 
everlasting to everlasting, as the Only-Begotten 
and Eternal Son of God. 

The warp and woof of His garment of fine 
linen and purple (righteousness and royalty), in- 
tersect each other in an infinitely-repeated crosSy 
to express the sufferings of Jesus, the Saviour, 
and " the glories that shall follow '' of Christ, the 
King. The finer the fabric, the more manifold 
the cross, and the more graceful and easy to the 
wearer. Such were His outer garments. These 
were rent, for the Righteous was condemned — the 
King was crucified.^ But beneath His righteous 
acts, He wore a vesture, an inner coat,* not sewed, 
woven of things above,^ throughout. This could 
not be rent; it was of one unbroken thread of 
heavenly life. There was no cross in this. It 
was wreathen, like the pure gold chains of the 
breastplate.* It was the Divine beneath the 

^ John xix. 6, 19. 

2 Compare Matt. v. 40. It " fitted close to the body, and was 
worn next the skin, having armholes and sometimes sleeves; 
and reached below the knees, and that worn by women to the 
ancles " (Greenfield's Qreek Lexicort to the New Test), 

' I jt T cj V oiva/Qif. * Exod. xxviii. 14. 
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Human, like the unbroken bones beneath the 
wounded flesh. Contrast man's righteousness 
with these — how coarse its texture ; how seamed 
and patched, and galling to the living flesh ; ^ 
how interwoven with wooP — earthly things 
mingling with the things above ; ' and oh, how 
often rent by the great iron teeth* of the 
four soldiers* of the fourth and iron kingdom, 
dreadful, terrible, and strong exceedingly,® (the 
/oi^r^A generation of them that hate our. jealous, 
loving God,^ whose love, as strong as death upon 
the cross to us, creates a jealousy as cruel as the 
grave 8 to His and our enemies®). The soldiers 
of this cruel kingdom cease to have power to 
crucify the Lord in us, in proportion as the 
Stone, which has smitten the king of Babylon's *° 
fourfold image, in its walk, its lusts, its affections, 
and its mind, becomes a great Mountain, filling 
the whole heart — absorbing all its love. 

All our righteousnesses are, indeed, as filthy 
rags ; but God be thanked, the seamless, linen 
vest, which never can be rent, is ours. Oh, to have 
for ever done with them, and to know Christ, and 
the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being made conformable to His 

1 Lev. xiii 10, mar, * Lev. xix. 19 ; Ezek. xliv. 17 ; pp. 62, 53. 
3 Compare Col. iii. 1, 2 ; Phil. iii. 19. 

* Dan. vii. 7. * John xix. 23. 

* Rome — prevailing, mighty, strong ; high, lifted up. 

■^ See p. 64. 8 Cant. viii. 6, 7. ® Ps. cxxxix. 21, 22. 

10 See p. 37. 

L 
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death, if by any means (though mortifying, yea 
crucifying, to flesh and self) we may attain unto 
the resurrection from the dead ; ^ " for the mind- 
ing of the flesh is death." * 

Heaven will rejoice, and God's circumcised and 
separated ones will have light, and gladness, and 
joy, and honour, just in proportion as Jesus is 
glorified. And then many of the people shall 
become Jews, for **he that believeth on Me as 
the Scripture hath said (* believeth aU that is 
written in the Law, and in the Prophets, and in 
the Psalms, concerning Me'), out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake 
He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him 
should receive ; for the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given ; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.'' ' 
This, like all other Scripture, is ^^ present truth."* 

1 PhU. iii. 10, 11. 

2 Rom. viiL 6, 7, 'mar. This is the death in James v. 20. 
What encouragement it gives to obey Heb. xiL 12 — 16. 

3 John vii 38, 39 ; Luke xxiv. 44. * 2 Pet. i 12, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE WORD OF GOD AND THE ARMIES OF HEAVEN. 



" Yea, that Child, our mystic Laughter,^ 
For whose sake the ram fell after, 

Signifies the Joy of Life ; 
Joseph from the prison goeth : 
Christ, by Resurrection, showeth 
He hath conquered in the strife." 

Adam of St. Victor. 

1 Now in the twelfth month, thcut is, the month Adar, on tJie thir- 
teenth day of the same, when the hmg's commandment and his 
decree drew near to he put in execution, in the day that the 
enemies of Hie Jews hoped to have power over them (though it was 
turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that 

2 hated them) ; the Jews gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand 
on su^h as sought their hurt : and no man could withstand them; 

3 for the fear of tliem fell upon all people. And all the rulers of 
the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers 
of the king, helped the Jews ; because the fear of Mordecai fell 

4 upon them. For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and 
his fame went out throughout all the provinces : for this m>cm 
Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

" Thou crownest the year of Thy goodness.^' * "I 

have trodden the winepress alone For the 

day of vengeance is in my heart, and the year 
of my redeemed is come.'' * " Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through Him 

* ISAAO — laughter. * Ps. Ixv. 11, «iar. ^ Isa. bdii 3, 4 ; zzxiv. 8. 



148 THE BOOK OF ESTHEB. 

that loved us/' ^ " And the fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the 
earth, and upon every fowl of the air, and upon 
all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all 
the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they 
delivered."'* "I will send my fear before thee, 
and will destroy all the people to whom thou 
shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies 
turn their neck unto thee."^ The scribes and 
chief priests feared Jesus.* "And fear came 
upon every soul ; and many wonders and signs 
were done by the Apostles.'' * " And Ananias 
fell down and gave up the ghost ; and great fear 
came on all them that heard these things."* 
"And the magistrates feared* when they heard 
that they were Romans" (and uncondemned)/ 

"I will call my Servant Eliakim and the 

key of the house of David will I lay upon His 

shoulder And they shall hang upon Him 

all the glory of His Father's house."® "And 
the fame of David went out into all the lands ; 
and the Lord brought the fear of him upon 
all the nations."® "So David waxed greater 
and greater [went in going and increasing], 
for the Lord of hosts was with him."^° "He 

1 Rom. viii. 37. « Gen. ix 2. 3 Exod. xxiii. 27. 
• * Mark xi. 18. « Acts il 43. « Acts v. 5 ; Deut. xvii. 12, 13. 

7 Acts xvi. 87, 38; Est. vii. 6, 6. See Rev. xi. 11, 13; xiv. 7. 

8 Isa. xxii. 20 — 24. Eliakim, like Mordecai, a type of Qod's 
glorified Servant — Jesus our Lord. 

9 1 Chron. xiv. 17. ^^ 1 Chron. xl 9, mar. 
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must increase, but I must decrease/' ^ " Of the 
increase of His government and peace there shall 
be no end/'* 

Scripture teems, in type and prophecy, with 
the coming glory of the Man Christ Jesus — the 
Only-begotten Son of God. All believers look 
and hope for this ; and according to the measure 
of our hope will be our joy ; for we are saved by 
hope : ^ saved all the day long from fear and sin. 
For it is "so great salvation/'* "He is able to 
save them to the uttermost [always] that come 
unto God by Him,"* not only from the lowest 
hell, but from the smallest sin. There remaineth 
[is left] now a present rest for the people of God. 
But all that come out of Egypt by Moses fail to 
enter in because of unbelief* Moses (the law- 
giver) cannot take us into the promised rest. 
None but Joshua (Jesus — the Saviour from sin) 
can lead us over Jordan. There must be death 
and resurrection realized by the soul, before the 
rest can be enjoyed. And there are no victo- 
ries to be gained in the wilderness. " They wan- 
dered " there.'' " About the time of forty years 
He bore or fed them, as a nurse beareth or 
feedeth her child [suffered their manners], in 

1 John iii. 30. ^ i^ i^. 7. 3 itom. viii. 16, 24. 

* Heb. il 3. » Heb vu. 26. 

8 " Who, then, were they that, when they had heard, did 
provoke 1 "VMiy, indeed, were they not all that came out of 
Egypt by Moses]" (Heb. iii. 16, Craik's traiMloMon; Numb, 
xiv. 2, 10). ' Ps. CToi. 4. 
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the "wilderness."^ "Now I saj, that the heir, 
as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from 
a servant ('Moses as a servant''*), though he be 
lord of all ; but is under tutors and governors 
until the time appointed of the Father " ^ — " the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month/'* No; 
there must be light, and gladness, and joy, and 
honour, because. Jesus is glorified, before the day 
can come when, though the enemies of our souls 
hoped to have power over us, it shall be turned 
to the contrary, that the Jews (the circumcised 
in heart ^) have rule over them that hated them. 
And then Jesus will increase, and John decrease. 

6 Thus tM Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, 

and slaughter, and destruction, and did what they wovld 

6 [according to their wilV\ unto those thatjiated them. And in 

Shushan the palace the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred 

7, 8 men. And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, a/nd 

9 Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, and Parma^ta, and 

10 Arisai, and Aridai, and Vajezatha, the ten sons of Haman, the 
son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they ; hut on 

11 the spoil laid they not their hand. On tJuU day the number of 
those that were slain in Shushan the palace was brou^ght before 
the Mng. 

As Jesus waxes greater and greater, all enemies 
are smitten with slaughter and destruction ; for 
His " arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's 
enemies." We have power to do according to 
our will,® just as our will becomes one with God's 
will — and that is, that we believe on Jesus ; by 

1 Acts xiii. 18, mar, * Heb. iii. 6. ^ Qal. iv. 1, 2. 

* See p. 141. 6 Rom. ii 28, 29. « Rev. xL 6. 



CHAPTER IX. 151 

this we are sanctified — set apart.^ The first vic- 
tory is gained in Shushan (Joy) the palace. " Thou 
meetest him that rejoice th and worketh right- 
eousness'^ (Isa. Ixiv. 5). 

Five hundred — the measure of the east gate ; 
the length and breadth of the wall separating 
between the holy and the profane ; the square of 
the sanctuary : * the utmost debt the chief of 
sinners owed.' The Lord appeared in resurrec- 
tion to above five hundred brethren at once.* 

Haman's ten sons bear too close an analogy to 
the ten kings of Dan. ii. 42 — 44, and vii. 24, and 
Rev. xvii. J 2, to be easily overlooked by those 
who value the "sure word of Prophecy.^' But 
let us not forget that " the ten kings which shall 
arise," are the development of principles which 
are in living action now. " The mystery of ini- 
quity doth already work.'' "As ye have heard 
that Antichrist shall come, even now are there 
many antichrists.'' "Every spirit that con- 
fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, is not of God; and this is that spirit 
of Antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
should come, and even now already is it in the 
world." God grant that we, little children, whose 
sins are forgiven, may grow into young men who 
have overcome the Wicked. "And this is the 
victory that overcometh the world — our faith" 

1 See John vi 40; Heb. x. 10; Phil. ii. 13; John vii. 38, 39. 

2 Ezek. xliL 16—20; xlv. 2. 3 Luke vii. 41. * 1 Cor. xv. 6. 
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in Jesus, the Son of God, who came by water 
and by blood, and hath overcome the world. 
" Prepare slaughter for his children, for the ini- 
quity of their fathers ; that they do not rise, nor 
possess the land ; nor fill the face of the world 
with cities/' ^ 

They did not want the dirty spoil of those who 
hated them. They had Mordecai, and 

" Having Thee, I all possess.'* 

"Yea, doubtless, and I count all things loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, 
my Lord : for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them dung that I may 
win Christ." * " Touch not the unclean thing."' * 

"Jesus* Name ! thou Pearl Divine, 

Precious art thou still to me ! 
Treasure ! which I choose for mine ! 

All I wish is found in Thee ! 
Grace, and power, and holiness. 
Life, and rest, and blessedness ; 
This dear Name, for ever new. 
Shall my soul with joy bedew." 

" On that day the number of those that were 
slain in Shushan the palace came before the 

king.'' " Ye ara they that forsake the Lord ; 

therefore will I number you to the sword 

And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto 
my chosen."* "God hath numbered thy king- 
dom and finished it."* 

1 Isa. xiv. 21. See Ezek ix. 1—6 ; 1 Pet. iv. 17. » Phil, iii 8. 
3 2Cor. vil7;2Tim. iil5. * Isa. Ixv. 11— 16. » Dan. v. 26. 
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12 And Ike hing said mUo Either the queen. The Jews have dain 
and destroy^ five hundred men in Shushan the palacet and 
the ten sons of Haman : what have they done in the rest of the 
hin^s provinces t Now what is thy petition ? and it shall be 
granted thee : or what is thy request fmrther ? and it shall he 

13 done. Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted 
to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to-morrow also according 
wnto this day's decree, and let Haman^s ten sons be hanged upon 

14 the gallows. And the hing commanded it so to be done : and 
the decree was given at Shushan; and they hanged HamaiCs 

15 Un sons. For the Jews that were in Sftushcm gathered them- 
selves together on the fourteenth day also of the month Addr, 
and slew three hundred men at Shushaii ; but on the prey they 

16 laid not ^eir hand. But the other Jews that were in the king's 
provinces gathered themselves together, and stood for their lives, 
and had rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy 
and five thouscmd, but they laid not their hands on the prey, 

17 on the thirtisenth day of the month Adar ; and on the fourteenth 
day of the same rested they, and made it a day of feasting and 

18 gladness. But the Jews tJtat were at Shusham. assembled together 
on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and 
on the fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made it a day 

19 of feasting amd gladness. Therefore the Jews of the villages^ 
that dwelt in the unwaUed towns, made the fourteenth day of 
the month Adar a day of gladness and feasti/ng, and a good 
day, and of sending portions one to another. 

" I the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it. 

I will yet for this be inquired of."^ "Ask 

ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain. 
Howl, fir-tree, for the cedar is fallen; be- 
cause the gallants are spoiled : howl, ye oaks 
of Bashan ; for the forest of the vintage is come 
down."* "Cursed is every one that hangeth 
upon a tree.'' "If any man love not the Lord 

1 Ezek. xxxvi. 36, 37. * Zech. x. xi 
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Jesus Christ, let him be anathema. Maranatha ! 
(accursed. The Lord is coming !) "^ "I will sweep 
it with the besom of destruction.'' * " Behold, I 
will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all 
the people round about, when they shall be in 
the siege both against Judah and against Jeru- 
salem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem 
a burdensome stone for all people : all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though 
all the people of the earth be gathered together 
against it.''' With verses 16, 19, compare Ezek. 
xxxviii. xxxix., remarking the "unwalled villa- 
ges" in xxxviii. 11. Zech. ii. 4, 5 ; Judg. v. 7, II. 
" Let the saints be joyful in glory ; let them 
sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises 
of God be in their mouths, and a twoedged sword 
in their hand, to execute vengeance upon the 
heathen ; and punishment upon the people ; to 
bind their kings with chains, and their nobles 
with fetters of iron ; to execute upon them the 
judgment written : this honour have all His 
saints. Praise ye the Lord 1 "* 

20 And Mordecai wrote these things, cmd sent letters wnto aU the 
Jews that were in all the provinces of the hin>g Ahavaerus^ both 

21 nigh cmd far, to stablish this among th^m, that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of 

22 the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews rested from their 
eviemies, and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow 
to joy J cmd from mourning into a good day : that they should 

1 1 Cor. xvi 22. » Isa. xiv. 23. 

s Zech. xii. 2, 3. * Ps. cxlix. 6—9. 
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make them days of feaMing and jay, cmd of ending portions 

23 one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews undertook 
to do as they had hegv/n, and as Mordecai had written unto 

24 them : because Hamlin, the son of ffammedatha, the Aga^te, 
the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the Jews to 
destroy tJiem, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume 

25 \crusK\ them, and to destroy them; hut when Esther [she] came 
before the Icing, he commanded by letters that his wicked device, 
which he devised against the Jews, should return upon his own 
head, and tJcat he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 

26 Wherefore they called these days Pu/rim after the name of Pur. 
Therefore for all the words of this letter, and of that which they 
had seen concerning this matter, and which had come unto them, 

27 the Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, 
and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should 
not fail [^pass], that they would keep these two days according to 
their writing, cmd according to their appointed time every year; 

28 and that these days should be remembered and kept throughout 
every generation, every family, every province, and every city ; 
and that these days of Purim should not fail [pass] from 
among the Jews, nor the memorial of them 'perish \be ended] 
from their seed. 

In the fourteenth day of the first month was 
the Lord's passover, and on the fifteenth day of 
the same, the feast of unleavened bread.^ *0n 
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the twelfth 
month was the feast of Purim. The passover 
commemorated escape from death ; it was eaten 
with bitter herbs, in haste, by night, with girded 
loins, and in preparation for flight.* The feast of 
Purim occupied two days, a period expressive of 
abiding and rest.^ They were days of gladness, 
and feasting, and joy, and of sending portions to 

^ Lev. xxiii. 5, 6. * Exod. xii. 11. 

* John iv. 40 ; xi. 6 ; Numb. ix. 22. 
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the poor. It was a feast commemorative not merely 
of escape, but of signal victory — "the month 
vsrhich was turned from sorrow to joy, from 
mourning into a good day/' Israel came out of 
Egypt covered with Egyptian ornaments, which 
they speedily cast into the fire, and there came 
out a golden calf ; they were accompanied by a 
great mixed multitude, who quickly fell a lusting 
in the wilderness ; ^ they went out by haste and 
by night;* an unbelieving, rebellious, and stiff- 
necked people. Therefore God led them forty 
years in the wilderness, to humble them, and to 
prove them, and to know what was in their 
heart, whether they would keep His command- 
ments or no ; He suffered them to hunger, that 
they might learn the Hand that fed them ; 
He chastened them as a man chasteneth his 
son.' He brought them into a good land, the 
glory of all lands, where they shed innocent 
blood, and worshipped the idols of the nations ; 
therefore God gave them into the hands of the 
heathen, and they that hated them ruled over 
them.* He smote them with blasting, and mildew, 
and hail, in all the labours of their hands-; yet 
they turned not to the Lord.® Yea, they filled 
up the measure of their iniquity by crucifying 
the Lord of glory. Therefore are they now a 
nation scattered and peeled — like Cain, the eldest 
born ; like him, wanderers and vagabonds, out- 

1 Numb, xi 4. 2 Exod. xii. 37—89. 3 Deut. viii. 2—5. 
* Ps. cvii ; IxxxL 12, mar, * Hag. ii 17. 
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cast from their pleasant land Reserved a dis- 
tinct people — for what purpose? As the living 
God is true, for blessing. " But Zion said, * Jeho- 
vah hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
forgotten me.' Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on 
the son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls are 
continually before me." * " For thus saith Jeho- 
vah-God, *My people went down aforetime into 
Egypt to sojourn there ; and the Assyrian op- 
pressed them without cause Depart ye, 

depart ye ! go ye out from thence, touch no un- 
clean thing ; go ye out of the midst of her ; be ye 
clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. For ye 
shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight; for 
Jehovah will go before you, and the God of 
Israel will be your rearward." ^ Contrast this 
with the departure from Egypt; and contrast 
" They were thrust out of Egypt," with " They 
shall bring all your brethren for an offering 
unto the Lord out of all nations, upon horses, 
and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, 
and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain 
Jerusalem, saith Jehovah, as the children of 
Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the 
house of the Lord." ^ " Ye shall eat the riches of 
the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast 
yourselves."* Is there not a reason why the 

1 Isa. xlix. 14— 16. « lii. 4, 11, 12. 3 Ixvi 20. *Ld.6. 
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passover was in the first month (Nisan — "proofs 
temptation), and the feast of Purim in the twelfth 
month (Adar — eminence) ? 

And is not this also the history of the Church 
and of the individual believer? Does not the 
soul first learn what it is to be redeemed bj the 
blood of the Lamb from the iron bondage of the 
ievil ? and then has it not to be taught, through 
many a month, that Jesus gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all iniquity ? Just as Israel was 
first redeemed from Egypt, and then redeemed 
from Babylon.^ Are there not the Egyptian 
earrings, and the great, mixed, lusting multitude 
of sins to be purged away? And as the entire 
nation kept the passover, and only a remnant 
in Persia the feast of Purim, is it not true, that 
while all believers rejoice in the blood of Jesus 
our Passover, slain for us, only a remnant, in- 
structed into the kingdom, apprehend the glory 
of the risen and exalted Christ ? " Bride of the 
Lamb ! awake, awake ! '' " Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light,'' * " and gladness, and joy, 
and honour/' Oh, Church of Christ ! oh, every 
brother, and sister, and mother of the Lord ! why 
are not these, days of feasting, and joy, and of 
sending portions one to another^ and gifts to the 
poor ? Alas ! we are all poor together, because 

> Isa. xlviii. 20. 

2 Eph. v. 14, mar. It (the light) by shining on the closed 
eyelids, says, "Awake 1 " 
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we have given God's honour to another ; because 
the apostate flesh, the spirit of antichrist, has 
arrogated to itself the name and honour of the 
Most High God. Blessed be His name, that in 
many portions of His vineyard He is inspiring a 
cry for His Spirit's help. Oh, wrestle and faint 
not ; the morning must break ; nothing can hinder 
the dawn in its appointed time : " the Sun is at 
a Bridegroom coming out of His chamber, and 
rejoiceth as a Strong Man to run a race. His 
going forth is from the end of the Heaven, and 
His circuit unto the ends of it : and there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof" ^ Praise the 
Lord ! " Come from the four winds, Breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live ! '' Let " the day breathe, and the shadows 
flee away." Let " these days," in which Christ 
died and rose again, and conquered " the enemy 
of all the Jews," and caused his wicked device to 
return upon his own head, oh, let these days be 
remembered and kept throughout every genera- 
tion, every family, every province, and every city, 
that they fail not from among them who are 
Jews inwardly, nor the memorial of them perish 
from their seed. 

29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai 
ifie Jew, wrote with all cmtfiority [strength], to confirm this 

30 second letter of Pv/rim. And he sent the letters unto all the 
Jews, to the hundred, twenty, and seven provinces of the kingdom 

1 Pb. xix. 4—6. 
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31 of AJiOsuertis, vnth words of peace omd trutk, to confirm these 
days of Purlm in their times appointed, according as Mordecai 
the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as they 
had decreed for themselves [their sotds] and for their seed, the 

32 matters of the fastings and their cry. And the decree of Esther 
confirmed tliese mMters of Purim ; and it was written in the 
hook. 

" He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
^to the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations, and He shall rule them with a rod of 
iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they be 
broken to pieces ; even as I received of my 
Father. And I will give him the Morning Star." ^ 
"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection ; on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years."* The number of the provinces of the 
kingdom is thrice repeated in this booL^ The 
numerals (in the original) are thus stated in each 
instance: "seven, and twenty, and a hundred." 
The only other instance in which the same num- 
ber occurs in Scripture is Gen. xxiii. 1 : " And 
Sarah was a hundred years, and twenty years, 
and seven years, old : the years of the life of 
Sarah." It will be observed that in this case the 
order of the words is reversed, but there is the 
same division into three parts. A comparison of 
Gen. xidii. 1, with Gal. iv. 26 ("But Jerusalem 
above is free ; she is our mother "), corroborates 

1 Rev. ii. 26—28. * Rev. xx. 6. « Chap. L 1. ; viii 9 ; ix, 30. 
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the assertion tha;t the kin^om of Ahasuerus is 
typical of the kingdom of God. 

The three numerals, in the order in which they 
occur in the Book of Esther, are, like Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth: like Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria: symbolical of **the Jew, the Gentile, 
and the Church of God/'^ The number seven is 
interwoven with the nation of Israel throughout 
its entire history : e,g., ^* And thou shalt number 
seven sabbaths of years unto thee — seven times 
seven years ; and the space of the seven sabbaths 
of years shall be unto thee forty-nine years/'* 
The Gentiles are alluded to in the bread of the 
firstfruits, tvjenty loaves of barley,^ and full ears 
of corn in the husk* thereof, brought by the man 
of Baalshalisha to the man of God : * and in the 
^wew^y displeasing* cities in the land of Galilee 
(of the Gentiles) given to Hiram by king Solo- 
mon, at the end of twenty years, when he had 
finished the house of the Lord and the king's 
house.' The Church is twice symbolized by a 

^ 1 Cor. X. 32. 2 Lev. xxv. 8 ; see pp. 4, 5. 

' " So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter- 
in-law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab : 
and they came to BetkleJiem in the beginning of barley harvest" 
This is the key to the book of Ruth in its relation to the 
Gentiles. 

* Compare Numb. vi. 4, mars., with Matt. ii. 23 and Luke 
xxii. 18. * 2 Kings iv. 42. 

^ "Can any good thing come out of Galilee]" Compare 
Matt. iv. 12—16. ' 1 Kings ix. 10—14. 

M 
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hwndred sheep in the parables of the Great Shep- 
herd of the sheep.^ 

These days of Purim typically commemorated 
the death and resurrection of the Lord : and 
were, like Circumcision and the Passover, Old 
Testament foreshadows of New Testament ordi- 
nances — Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 
They were days of gladness and joy : for " they 
that gladly received the word were baptized;''* 
and the bread we break and the wine we drink, 
as the emblems of the broken body and shed blood 
of the Passover Lamb of God, are also synonymes 
for life and joy. "I am that Bread of Life."' 
" These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you and that your joy might be 
full.'' * And so these symbols are Divinely suited 
to that feast wherein we " show the Lord's death 
till He come" Oh that our daily life may indeed 
show the Lord's death till He come. " For we who 
live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, 
that the life also of Jesus may be made manifest 
in our mortal flesh." * How perfectly does John vL 
48 — 60 expound that wondrous spiritual mystery, 
of which Transubstantiation is the caricature. Let 
us be warned by this, lest, in holding tlie letter, we 
reject the spirit ; and vice versa. This is the two- 
fold deceit with which the Old Serpent has ever 
sought to blunt the Spirit's two-edged sword. 

1 Matt, xviii. 12; Luke xv. 4. 2 ^^tg jj, 41^ 

3 John vi 48. * John xv. 11. » 2 Cor. iv. 11. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE LAMB IN THE MIDST OF THE THBONE. 



" Thou feeVst, in mystic rapture, 

Bride that know'st no guile, 
The .Prince's sweetest kisses, 

The Prince s loveliest smile. 
Unfading lilies, bracelets 

Of living pearl, thine own ; 
The Lamb is ever near thee, 

The Bridegroom thine alone : 
And all thine endless leisure 

In sweetest accents sings, 
The ills that were thy merit. 

The joys that are thy King's." 

Bernard of CLxmr. 

1 And the king Ahastierus laid a tribute vjpon the Icmd, and upon 

2 the isles of the sea. And aU the acts of his power and of his 
might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, where- 
wUo the king cuivanced him [made him great], are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and 

3 Persia t For Mordecai the Jew vhu next wUo king Ahasv>erus, 
and great anumg Hve Jews, and a^ccepted of the multitude of his 
brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to 
aU his seed. 

The preceding chapter has described that for 
which we wait — all things put in subjection under 
the feet of Jesus : for " now we see not yet all 
things put under Him.'"^ The present chapter 

> Heb. il 8. 
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pourtrays " the end, when He shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when 
He shall have put down all rule, and all au- 
thority and power (for He must reign until He 

hath put all enemies under His feet) And 

when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then 
shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him 
that put all things under Him, that GOD ['the 
One and Trinal '] may be all things in alL" ^ 

May the Holy Spirit open our eyes to see, that 
all the acts of the power and might of God, the 
King, and the declaration of the greatness of 
Jesus whereunto the Father' made Him great, 
are written in the Bible, the book of the chroni- 
cles of the King of Heaven. 

To what an elevation is our nature raised ; ^ for 
the Son in His Divine nature is very God ; and 
in His human nature the Man Christ Jesus is 
next to the Great Kino. 

"Unfathomable wonder I 
And mystery divine I 
The Voice that speaks in thunder, 
Says ' Sinner, I am thine.' '' 

And He shall be "great among the Jews, and 
accepted of the multitude of His brethren, seek- 
ing the wealth of His people, and speaking peace 
to all His seed ; " because it is the good pleasure 

' 1 Cor. XV. 24—28. 

' The father — ^the patriarch — ^was God's primeval form of rule. 

3 Ezek. L 18. 
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of the Father's will, " which He hath purposed 
in Himself ; that in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in the heavens, 
and which are on earth : in Him ; " ^ " to make 
all see what is the administration ' of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the ages hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 

Christ from whom every family^ in heaven 

and on earth is named.'' *' 

" Great among the Jews." — " Cry out and shout, 
thou inhabitress of Zion ; for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee." 

Accepted of the multitude of his brethren." — 

As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name ; who were born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man ; but of God." 

" Seeking the wealth of His people." — " For ye 
know the grace. of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." 
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am ; that they may 
behold my glory, which Thou hast given me." 

"Speaking peace to all his seed." — "Peace I 



u 
it 



^ Eph. L 10. 2 TuRif bull's Epistles of PavX, 

3 PRiDHAit's Bpkesians, p. ISO. * Eph. iiL 9—15; Qen.iL 19,20. 
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leave with you ; my peace I give unto you/' "First 
being by interpretation King of Righteousness, 
and after that also King of Salem, which is King of 
Peace/' " Great shall be the peace of thy children/' 

The oneness yet diversity of the whole family 
composed of every family in heaven and on earth, 
is shown in the four heads of the river of Eden, 
and in the four cherubim of Ezekiel and John. 
Doubtless, there is a relation between the fourfold 
family, with whose mention the Book of Esther 
closes, and the three fours (wonderful, wise, and 
stately), in Prov. xxx. ; the four mourning families 
of Zech. xii. 12 — 14 ; and the four angels of Rev. ix. 
14. Contrast the three fours (wicked, insatiable, 
and intolerable) of Prov. xxx.; and see pp. 144, 
145. 

" The Targum is extra vagant(?) in its encomiums 
upon Mordecai : ' All the kings of the earth feared 
and trembled before him ; he was as- resplendent 
as the evening star among the stars ; and was as 
bright as Aurora beaming forth. in the morning; 
and he was chief of the kings.' " ' "I am the bright 
and Morning Star." "King of kings. Lord of lords/' 

" Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us — ^unto Him 
be glory, in the Church, by Christ Jesus, through- 
out all generations, for ever and ever. Amen." 

^ Adam Clarke. 
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Paob 8, note 1. — Gold and silver are, like the sun and moon, types of 
Christ and His Church. Compare 2 Chron. ix. 20, mart Ps. IxxiL 7, mar.; 
1 John iii. 2. 

Paqbs 16 and 24. — The Persian significations of these names are as 
follows : 

Mehuxan ... &ithM. 
BiZTHA ... eunuch. 

Habbonah ... pertaining to an ass, or a keeper of asses. 

BiGTHA ■) 

Abaotha} - » gardener. 
Zbthab ... a star. 

Caroas ... an eagle. 

Carshena ... the spoil of war. 

Bhbthab ... a star. 

Admatha ... human. 

Tabshish ... austere. 
Mebbs ) 

mabsena; - ^*^^y- 

McMUCAM ... [it is impossihle to tell the meaning of this 

name]. 

Paob 24. — Shbthab— putrefied. Mbbes — an imposthume. These have 
reference to the apostasy in the Church, which is His body " (see pp. 62 — 
67). ** Impogthume is properly apottaiiSy from Greek words signifying 
• to recede from ' (John vi. 60, 67, 71 ; Jer. xvii. 6 ; Heb. iii. 12 ; x. 38, 39 ; 
Gal. V. 7, mar.). It means, a swelling of himiours, or gathering of corrupt 
matter in any part of the body " (Bailey). See Isa. xxxviii. 17, 21 ; Pus, in 
Hoopeb's Med. Diet. Walker says of Impotthumt — "A collection of purulent 
matter in a bag or cyst" Compare Isa. xxxviiL 17, 21 ; John xii. 6 ; xiii. 29. 
This bag was the beginning of the apostasy. See the histories of Judas and 
Ananias. " Demas (popiUar) hath formken me, having loved thU present 
world (2 Tim. iv. 10). Shall we not find the cure for the apostasy in Lev. 
xiii. ? It is chiefly shutting up alone, with the Priest, who looks, and heals 
(Ps. cxix. 132 ; Cant. i. 6 ; Micah viL 8 ; Mai. iv. 2> 
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Paoe 34. — MoRDBOAi— a little man. "Little Benjamin (the 9on of the 
right ?uind, pp. 34 — 36) their ruler" (Pa. IxviiL 27, Prayer Book Version). 

Page 135.— "Write as it likoth you." " If ye abide in Me, and my 

words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you " (John xv. 7, 16 ; xiv. 13, 14). In that day (when the CSomforter, the Spirit 
of the Truth, is come, xvi. 7, 13), ye shall ask [interrogate] me nothing : 
no little children's "Why? Why not?" for in that day, when ye shall see 
me, because I go to the Father (16X that the Comforter (the Spirit who u 
the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 17) may come, ye shall have an imction from the Holy 
One and shall know all things (see 1 John ii. 20, 27). Hitherto have ye 
asked [requested, desired, demanded] nothing in my Name ; ask [request, 
desire, demand] and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full (John 
xvL 23, 24). 

"For the Jews."— Contrast Rom. xi. 2, with Matt, xviii. 10— S6. 

Paoe 53. — ^Amorite fkther and Hittite mother. The e:xplanatiou con- 
tained in Ezek. xvi. 3, of the evil father and mother (the old Adam — the 
flesh), is very important. Luke xiv. 26 ; Matt. x. 37 ; Ps. xxviL 10 ; xlv.' 
10 ; and many like Scriptures, are explained by it. Eph. vi. 1 — 3, is the 
Holy Spirit's testimony as to the enduring validity of the fifth oommand- 
ment. " In Exod. xxvi. 6, where the ten curtains (typifying the ten com- 
mandments, which makes but one Law or covering, summed up in the 
word Love) are joined in two fives, the fifth commandment is coupled with 
the first four, containing emphatically our duty to God. Had we instructed 
Moses, we sho^ild have said, ' Four curtains, shall be coupled together, and 
the other six together;' but this would not have said, as now is said by the 
coupling of the curtains, ' Children obey your parents in all things, for this 
is well-pleasing urUo the Lord.' (CoL iii. 20)." 

Page 136. — Est. viii. 9 — 14. An edict granted by the king, and written 
by the King's Scribes (the Holy Spirit ; see p. 80,^ note 1) to the dictation 
of Mordecai (not of or fjcova himself, John xvL 13) that the Jews which 
were in every city — some in man's systems, some out; however varied 
their powers of apprehension of truth beyond the first principles which 
God uses to beget the Divine life and nrake them His children, by faith 
in Christ — all were to gather themselves together, and stand for their life. 
To stand for our life (Christ in usX is to resist the Devil and make him flee. 
It is to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. It is to stand in grace, 
liberty, faith, in one Spirit, rejoicing in the Lord, with loins girt with truth. 
It results in being captive to Christ, when tabering upon the subjugated 
breast (Nahum iL 7, 8, vnan.) takes the place of tiie desperate conflict in 
Ps. ii. 8, 9 ; Rev. xi. 6. 
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Wild Flowers and their Teachings. 

Illustrated with Thirty-seven Real Specimens. New Edition, 
in elegant cloth, price £1 Is; silk, £1 6s.; velvet and 
morocco, £1 lis. 6d. 

Ocean Flowers and their Teachings. 

By the Author of Wild Flowei's and tJieir Teachings. Illustrated 
with Thirty-seven Real Specimens of Sea-weeds, Corallines and 
Zoophytes. In 8vo., elegantly printed, and bound in silk, price 
£1 Is. 
** The volume is a perfect gem of art and nature." — Worcester Herald. 

The Botanical Chart of British Flowering 

Plants and Ferns ; showing at one view their chief characteristics, 
Oeneric and Specific Names, with the Derivations, their Localities, 
Properties, &c., &c., &c. Compiled by F. H. Knapp. 8vo., cloth, 
price 6s. 



The Beauty of Flowers in Field and Wood. 

A Simplified Hand-book of Field Botany. Containing the Natural 
Orders, or Families, of British Wild Plants, with their Moral 
Teachings Illustrated. By John Theodore Barker, one of the 
contributors of Flowers to Wild Flowers and their Teachings. 
With numerous attractive Coloured Engravings, by superior Artists. 
Beautifully bound in best cloth, gilt edges, with elegant and 
emblematical gold ornaments and lettering, crown 8vo., price 6s. 
plain ; 8s. 6d. coloured ; and in papier macM covers. 

*' Mr. Barker has provided the most pleasmg British Floral Companion that we 
have ever had."— Joskph Harrison, Esq., Editor of the PloricuUural Cabinet, 

"Barker's Beauty of Flower » in Fldd ajul Wood, a Simplified Hand-book of 
Botany, i&fvXl of healthy interest and pleasure." — Athenoeum, 

The Eggs of British Birds, 

Displayed in a series of Coloured Engravings (copied and coloured 
from nature), with Descriptions and Anecdotes of British Birda 
Small Svo., beautifully bound, price 6s. 6d. ; and in papier tmuM 
covers. 

*' An extraordinary specimen of tyiwgraphy. It is just the book for a holiday 
present." — Critic, London Literary Jovrtnal. 

"An excellent popular introduction to the study of ornithology, as wdl as a 
manual of British oology." — Literary Gazette. 

"Will, we doubt not, prove a treasure to mnny a youthful ornithologist; and 
from the excellence of the plates and its elegant appearance, readily find and keep a 
place on the drawing-room table. We like this sort of ' Science made Easy.' "— 
Bentley'a Revieio. 

An Englishman's Life in India ; 

or, Travel and Adventure in the East. By Henry Moses, M.D. 
With Coloured Frontispiece. Small 8vo., elegant cloth, price 6s. 

An Englishman's Travels in America ; 

His Observations of Life and Manners in the Free and Slave States. 
By J. Benwell. With Coloured Frontispiece. Small 8vo., elegant 
cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

A Manual of Universal History, 

On the Basis of Ethnography ; containing a Relation of the most 
Remarkable Events that have taken place among the principal 
Nations of the Earth ; with Coloured Ethnographical Chart, and 
Coloured Title. By J. B. Wright. Small 8vo., cloth, price 3& 6d, 

The Sunshine of Greystone. 

A Story for the Young. By E. J. May, Author of " Louici^ School 
Daya. " With several Engravings, Small 8vo., elegant doth, pzioeliB. 



JUST PUBLISHED. 



The Book of Esther typical of the Kingdom 

of Qod. By R. C. Morgan. Small 8vo., neat cloth, price 2b. 6d. 

Notes and Reflections on the Psalms. 

By Arthur Prtdham. Demy 12mo., cloth, price lOs. 

On the Epistle to the Romans. 



By Arthur Prtdham. Demy 12mo., cloth, price 6s. 

On the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

By Arthur Pridham. Demy 12mo., cloth, price 68. 

On the Epistle to the Ephesians. 

By Arthur Pridham. Demy 12 mo., cloth, price 5s. 6d. 

SIXTEENTH THOUSAND. 

A Survey of the Holy Land ; its Geography, 

History, and Destiny. By J. T. Bannister, Author of Chart of the 
Holy Lcmd, &c. Tinted Frontispiece, Vignette, Maps, and Engrav- 
ings, 8vo., cloth, gilt edges, price lOs. 6d. 

History and Adventure of Remarkable Men 

of all Nations. ByM. S. Cockayne, Author of "Stories from the 
History of Spain, Sweden, &c." With several Engravings. Small 
8vo., elegant cloth, price Ss. 

Protestant Endurance under Popish Cruelty. 

A Narrative of the Reformation in Spain. By J. C. M'Coan, Esq., 
of the Middle Temple. With Coloured Frontispiece. Small 8vo., 
elegant cloth, price Ss. 6d. 

The Rev. William Jay. A Memoir. 

By the Rev. S. S. Wilson. With an Appendix, containing 
Remarkable Passages selected from his Discourses, and a Portrait 
from a recent painting. 2nd thousand. Small 8vo., cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

The Unseen Hand ; 

or. Episodes in an Eventful Life. By a Clergyman of the Chttrch 
or England. With beautiful Engraved Frontispieoe and Title. 
Small 8vo., handsomely bound, price 2a 6d. 



JUST PUBLISHED, 

The Dream of Pythagoras and other Poems. 

By Emma Tatham. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Small 
8vo., elegant cloth, price 5s. 

JUST PUBLTSITED. 

Our Willie ; or, Home Teaching. 

By Mrs. W. H. Coateb, Author of Look Up ; or, QirU and Flowers, 
&c. With Frontispiece. Small 8vo., elegant cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

JITST PUBLISHED 

Kate Harvey ; or, The Brother's Legacy. 

Dedicated, by permission, to Alfred Tenntsoit, Esq. Small 8vo., 
gilt cloth, price 2s. 6d. 

Woodburn ; or, Lit-tle Faults. 

By a Lady. Edited by the Rev. F. A. Fabeb. With illustrative 
Engravings. Small Svo., elegant cloth, price 3s. 6d. 



THIRD THOUSAND, 



Dedicated by permissiou to the Rev. Newman Hall, B.A., Author of 

* ' Come to J esus, " &c. 

My First Grief ; 

or, Recollections of a Beloved Sister. A Memoir and an Auto- 
biography. By a Provincial Surgeon. In very elegant cloth, 
with beautiful Portrait, on India paper, admirably suited for a 
present, price 3s. 6d. 

THIRD EDITION. 

Louis' School Days ; 

A Story for Boys. By E. J. May. With several Engravings. 
Small 8vo., elegant cloth, price 5s. 

Edgar Clifton ; or, Right and Wrong. 

A Story for Boys. Small 8vo., elegant cloth, price 5s. 

SECOND EDITION. 

The Change ; 

or, the Passage from Death unto Tife. A Memoir of Lieut.-CoL 
Holcombe. By his Friend, J. A. G. With Engraved Frontispiece. 
Small 8vo., elegant gilt cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

SEVENTH EDITION. 

The Unclaimed Daughter ; 

A Mystery of our own day. With two Coloured Portraita 
Small 8vOv elegant cloth, price 3s. 6d. 



BINNS & GOODWIN'S BIBLE STORY BOOKS. 



SECOND THOUSAND. 

Bread upon the Waters ; 

Or, Old Testament Stories for Children ; with Questions, Practical 
Instruction, and an appropriate Hymn to each Lesson. By the 
Author of "Scriptural Instruction for the Least and Lowest,'* 
" Metals of the Bible," &c. Beautifully printed and bound, with 
several Engravings, price 2 s. 6d. 

Honey out of the Roek ; 

Or, Old Testament Stories for Children : with Questions, Practical 
Instruction, and an appropriate Hymn to each Lesson. By the 
same Author and uniform with the above, price 2s. 6d. 

THIRD THOUSAND. 

BEAUTIFULLY PRIKTED IN A LARGE AND CLEAR TYPE, ILLUSTRATED WITH 
ENORA VINOS, AND BOUND IN SUPERFINE CLOTH, PRICE 2s. 6d. 

Early Dew upon the Tender Plant ; 

Or, New Testament Lessons for the Young ; with Questions and 
Practical Instniction to each Lesson. 

AIJSO, THIRD THOUSAND, 

UNIFORM WITH "EARLY DEW," AND FORMING AN APPROPRIATE COMPANION AND 

SEQUEL TO IT, PRICE 28. 6d., 

Soft Showers on the Opening Bud ; 

Or, New Testament Lessons for the Yoimg : with Questions, and 
Practical Instruction to each Lesson. 

£ach of the above books is complete in itself, and sold separately. The four together 
fomi a valwjJble and uniform series of Bible Stories. 

JUST PUBLISHED. 

Experience ; or, The Young Church- woman. 

A Tale of the Times. By M. E. S. B. Small 8vo. neat cloth, 
price 3s. 6d. 

ALSO, JUST PUBLISHED. 

The Retreat, 

"For talking Age and whispering Lovers made." By Mrs. Eliza 
RooKE. Small 8vo., cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

A Great Mystery; 

Or, Christ and His Church. An Exposition of the Song of Solomon. 
Small 8vo., cloth, price 2s. 6d. 



Every-Day Astronomy ; 

or, Practical Lessons on the Celestial Sphere. With the Constel- 
lations familiarized by several beautiful lUustrcttions. New and 
cheap edition, price 3s. 6d. 

Marah ; or, England's Debt to Judah. 

With Engraved Frontispiece. Small 8vo., elegant cloth, piice 2s. 6A 

FOUKTH EDrriON. 

Hymns and Thoughts for the Sick & Lonely. 

By a Lady. With Frontispiece cmd TitU Engraved on SteeL 
Second Edition, 18mo., elegant cloth, gilt edges, price 2s. 6d. 

The Philosophy of the Water Cure. 

A development of the true principles of Health and Longevity. 
By John Balbirnie, M.D. Small 8vo., price 3s. • 

Gospel Reminiscences in the West Indies. 

By Leonard Strong. With Engraved Frontispiece and Vignette, 
elegant cloth, price Is. 6d, 

Arthur Seymour ; or, the Middy Ashore. 

JVith Colored Engraving, price Is. 6d. 

The Sister's Retaliation. 

With Colored Engraving, price Is. 6d. 

Mrs. Shenst one's Birth-day. 

With Colored Engraving, price Is. 6d. 

Or the three last named Stories in one volume, entitled. 

Light Hearts and Happy Days ; 

Or, Tales of Wisdom for CMldren and Youth. By Miss 
EHennedt. With Colored Engravings. 16mo., price 3s. 6d. 

Things New and Old. 

By Miss Kennedy. Small 8vo., neat wrapper, price 6d. 

The Root and the fruits of the Tree of Life. 

A Help for Lay Agents and Scripture Readers. By Jane Ksithedt. 
Small 8yo., enamelled cover, price 6d. 



NOTICES BY THE PRESS 

OP 

BINNS AND GOODWIN'S PUBLICATIONS. 



From a Review of " Ellen Seymour^'' in the " Protestant World.'* 

"The enteqjrising house of essrs. Binns and Goodwin, of Bath, has 
secured an honourable position among provincial publishers, not only for the 
valuable pubUcations which have issued fronu their press, but also for the 
peculiar faciUties they aflford to Authors to publish works, which, though 
they have cost thera a large amoiiut of time and talent, they might be unable 
to produce unless thus guaranteed against pecuniary risk. This feature in 
their business arrangements enhances their claims on public support." 



From a Review of Binns and Goodwin's Boohs, in the 
" Bible Class Magazitie.'* 

" Some of the most beautifiiUy printed books we have ever had to notice. 
They are from the press and house of Binns and Goodwin, and are greatly to 
their credit in the taste which they display in the way they are got up." 

From a Review of " Ocean Flowers" in the " Oxford Protestant Mag.** 

" The title is delightful, and the whole appearance of the book most attrac- 
tive. The book, if book it may be called, is a curious innovation in the science 
of book-making; for not Nature's copy — ^not the highest efforts of art — the 
delicate engraving, or the still more delicate drawing— but Nature's self, is 
here in imapproachable beauty. For a work, original in its design, though so 
tasteful in execution, we have seen nothing like it, and predict it will be a 
prime favorite with all true lovers of Nature." 

From a Review of "British Grasses" in the " Worcester Herald." 
*' Can scarcely be rivalled in the wide range of British paper and print." 

Frmri a Review of "Every-day Astronomy" in the "Morning/ Advertiser." 

"The plates of constellations, containing in all between fifty and sixty groups 
of stars, are the most brilliant and clear pictorial representaUons we remember 
to have seen in an illustrated work." 

From a Review of " Mlchaelo" in the " Morning Post." 

"These engravings are printed in colors, and are admirable in design and 
execution. Not fewer than fourteen different shades and colors are employed, 
and the brilhancy of eflfect is equally novel and pleasing. They are curiosities 
in art. The title-page alone is a gem of decorative printing." 

From a Review of " Universal History " in the "British Controversialist." 

" The beauty of the typography and the elegance of the binding we have 
rarely seen equalled — ^never surpai^ied." 

From a Review of "Morning of Life," in tJie " SL James's Clironicle." 

" The hook, which issues from the press of essrs. Binns and Goodwin, of 
Bath, is elegantly printe<^ and is illustrated by a beautiful portrait." 

From a Review of " The Gofrden, the Grove, and the Field" in the 

"Portsmouth Guardian." 

"We must not omit to mention, that the typography and binding of this 
work (as of oM the publications of the same fLtrn) are of a very superior 
character." 
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PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, 

44, FLEET STREET, LONDON, 

In order to meet the convenience of Authors about to 
publish, have adopted a plan whereby the Author's imme- 
diate outlay is materially lessened, and his entire risk at 
once decided. The facilities possessed by B. and G. for 
procuring a large sale, enhanced by the estimation in which 
their books are held, will be strenuously used on behalf of 
all works confided to them for publication. 



SELECTIONS FROM A LARGE NUMBER OP UNSOLICITED 
TESTIMONIALS FROM AUTHORS. 

"I cannot sufficiently thank you for the interest you have taken in 
the publication, for the suggestions you have made, and the invaluable 
thought and time you have bestowed upon it." 

"Honourable dealings have characterized all your transactions." 

" Let mo thank you for the smallness of your charge." 

" I repjet not having known of your house when getting my laxger 
works printed." 

"In point of execution, and in every other respect, I liave found 
nothing to desire." 

" Yon have done your part, and done it welL" 

"You have surpassed my expectations." 

"I return the proof-sheet. Out of the many which I have had to 
correct at various times, for myself and others, 1 have never had less 
trouble." 

"Pray accept my best thanks for the trouble you have so kindly 
taken." 

" 1 quite appreciate the kuidncss and care you have evinced through- 
out the progress of my book, and beg you will accept my siucere 
thanks." 

"Mirny thanks for the suggestion; also for not a few corrections 
which I had left unnoticed." 



